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This study analyzes the processes of debordering and rebordering at the scale of neigh-
borhood borders using a residential area in suburban of Guangzhou, China, as a case 
study area. The vicinity of a gated community and an urban village leads to the formation 
of a residential borderland in which, through the processes of debordering and reborde-
ring, borders become on the one hand more permeable but, on the other hand, more rigid. 
The dynamics of bordering processes have been examined substantially at national bor-
ders; however, not much attention has been paid to how exactly borders work at the scale 
of the neighborhood. What kinds of bordering processes occur at this level? How and 
why do they happen? The answers to these questions are little known to us and require 
more empirical study and theoretical explanation. This study takes Anthony Giddens’ 
structuration theory, which emphasizes the duality of agency and structure, together with 
the theoretical concepts of national borders from political geography, which include bor-
ders as processes and as social construction, to develop a theoretical framework for ana-
lyzing borders at a neighborhood scale. The theoretical framework stresses the processes 
of debordering and rebordering, which are socially constructed through the interaction 
between agency and structure.  
The empirical research focuses on the phenomenon of residential borderland, which is 
defined as the residential area consisting of two contiguous urban enclaves: a gated com-
munity and an (urban) village. Special attention is paid to the city of Guangzhou in China, 
which has experienced rapid economic development and urbanization in the post-reform 
period. In the context of suburbanization, many of these residential borderlands have 
emerged in suburban Guangzhou. Clifford Estate, a gated community, and its neighbo-
ring urban village, Zhongyi, are selected as a typical residential borderland for an in-
depth case study.
The applied qualitative research methods include semi-structured interviews and obser-
vation by following. The collected data include 69 qualitative interviews and 481 data 
collections through observation by following. Applying the theoretical approach to the 
case study, three dimensions – functional, symbolic, and social networks – of debordering 
and rebordering processes in suburban Guangzhou are analyzed. The results demonstrate 
that residential borders are becoming more permeable as flows of people increase from 
the gated community to the neighboring village area. At the same time, however, the 
borders still divide the city through rebordering processes of seeking a sense of security 
and of ordering and othering. This study also demonstrates how the various actors shape 
the processes of debordering and rebordering and how these processes are embedded in 
the urban spatial reconfiguration of Guangzhou. Border theory, as derived from the scale 
of national borders, is extended to the micro-scale of borders at the neighborhood level. 
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The study demonstrates that the constructed theoretical framework is beneficial to our 
understanding of urban conditions and dynamics.
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Zusammenfassung
Die vorliegende Arbeit analysiert Prozesse des debordering und rebordering auf der 
Nachbarschaftsebene am Beispiel eines Wohngebiets in der Stadt Guangzhou (China). 
Aus der Nachbarschaft einer Gated Community und einem urbanen Dorf entsteht ein 
residential borderland, in dem sich aufgrund von debordering und rebordering Prozessen 
Grenzen einerseits auflösen und andererseits verstetigen.
Die Dynamiken von Grenzentstehungsprozessen auf der Nationalstaatsebene wurden bis-
her in ausreichendem Maße untersucht, wohingegen der Frage, wie sich Grenzen auf der 
Nachbarschaftsebene auswirken, wenig Aufmerksamkeit beigemessen wurde. Welche 
Art von Grenzentstehungsprozessen findet auf dieser Ebene statt? Wie und warum finden 
diese Prozesse statt? Die Antworten auf diese Fragen sind bislang noch sehr begrenzt, so 
dass ein Bedarf an umfassenderen empirischen Studien und theoretischen Erklärungen 
besteht. Diese Arbeit setzt sich sowohl mit der Strukturationstheorie nach Anthony Gid-
dens, in der die Dualität von Handlung und Struktur hervorgehoben wird, als auch mit 
dem politisch-geographischen Konzept der Nationalen Grenzen, in dem Grenzen als Pro-
zess und als soziales Konstrukt verstanden werden, auseinander, um ein individuelles the-
oretisches Konzept zu entwickeln, das die Analyse von Grenzen auf der Nachbarschaftse-
bene ermöglicht. Dieser theoretische Rahmen hebt das debordering und rebordering als 
sozial konstruierte Prozesse zwischen Struktur und Handlung hervor.
In der empirischen Untersuchung wird der Fokus auf das Phänomen des residential bor-
derland gelegt, das als ein Wohngebiet definiert wird, welches aus zwei aneinandergren-
zenden urbanen Enklaven – einer Gated Community und einem (urbanen) Dorf – besteht. 
Dabei wird die Stadt Guangzhou, die im Anschluss an die chinesische Öffnungs- und 
Reformpolitik der 1970er Jahre durch ein dynamisches Wirtschaftswachstum und eine 
intensive Urbanisierung geprägt ist, in den Blick genommen. Im Kontext der voran-
schreitenden Suburbanisierung bildeten sich zahlreiche dieser residential borderlands am 
Stadtrand Guangzhous heraus. Clifford Estate, eine Gated Community und das benach-
barte urbane Dorf Zhongyi wurden als typisches residential borderland und somit als 
Fallbeispiel für die in dieser Arbeit erfolgende empirische Analyse ausgesucht. 
Methodisch wurden bei der qualitativ ausgerichteten Arbeit sowohl halbstrukturierte In-
terviews als auch Methoden der nicht-teilnehmenden Beobachtung eingesetzt. Insgesamt 
wurden 69 Interviews und 481 Beobachtungsprotokolle ausgewertet. Anhand des eige-
nen konzipierten theoretischen Ansatzes wurden unter der besonderen Berücksichtigung 
dreier Aspekte – funktionale, symbolische und soziale Netzwerke – Prozesse des debor-
derings und reborderings im suburbanen Guangzhou analysiert. 
Die Ergebnisse zeigen, dass residential borderlands aufgrund der zunehmenden Fluktu-
ation und alltäglichen Austauschbeziehungen zwischen der Gated Community und dem 
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benachbarten urbanen Dorf durchlässiger werden. Gleichzeitig wird die Stadt immer 
noch von Grenzen getrennt, die durch von dem Wunsch nach Sicherheit sowie von Hand-
lungen des orderings und otherings ausgehenden Prozessen des rebordering konstruiert 
werden. Weiterhin wird in dieser Arbeit deutlich herausgearbeitet, wie die unterschied-
lichen Akteure die debordering und rebordering Prozesse beeinflussen und inwieweit die-
se Prozesse in die stadträumliche Umgestaltung Guangzhous eingebettet sind. Mit dieser 
Arbeit wird die Grenzforschung dahingehend ergänzt, dass der bisher auf die nationale 
Ebene bezogene theoretische Rahmen auf die Mikroebene der Nachbarschaft erweitert 
wird. Letztendlich wird gezeigt, dass mit dem erarbeiteten theoretischen Konzept ein 
besseres Verständnis von städtischen Strukturen und Dynamiken gewonnen werden kann.
1 Introduction: focus and relevance
1.1 Research focus: residential borderland 
“Although the spatiality of borders has undergone shifts in recent decades, it is ne-
vertheless still important to consider the place of borders in border studies, i.e. 
where do we look for evidence of bordering practices and what are the impacts on 
particular places?” (Johnson, et al. 2011, p. 62).
“[T]he fractal exopolis is […] increasingly becoming a carceral city, a city of insular 
cells and walls, obsessed with maintaining the boundaries between we and they, the 
insider and the Other, the familiar and the stranger, the resident and the alien.” 
(soJa 2005, p. 43).
In a world full of borders, about 300 interstate land boundaries and more than 40 sea 
boundaries have existed since the modern national system was set up in the 1980s (Paasi 
2009b). Despite some pending regional disputes over national boundaries, most are stabi-
lized and fixed institutionally. In the era of globalization, people, goods, ideas, and infor-
mation are crossing borders more easily. The proposition of a “borderless world” is inspi-
ring all those who pursue free movement and exchange. The number of borders is 
seemingly shrinking in terms of the formation of different economic and politic unions 
such as the European Union (EU) or the North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA). 
However, the thesis that the number of borders is shrinking is hard to validate if we con-
sider borders at the urban scale.  
Borders are actually burgeoning at the urban scale with regard to different urban enclaves. 
Endless borders appear when we look at the spatial scale of the city. The gaps between 
social groups, the physical barriers to flows of people, and the wired fences and walls of 
gated communities all constitute borders. The internal borders have separated the cities 
into different compartments. Particularly gated communities, as globally emergent phe-
nomenon, have become the most remarkable borders in the cities. Compared with natio-
nal borders, the borders in cities are perhaps more important since people might live out 
their lives without traversing national borders but experience urban borders every day. 
With regard to the daily mobility of people within their microenvironments, perceived 
borders take on a much more important role (newman 2003a). 
Since the early 1990s, border studies have been enriched largely by substantial work from 
geography and other disciplines. In the context of diffusive study of borders, the question 
has arisen in border studies:  Where is the border? (Johnson, et al. 2011). Cities, as as-
semblages of borders, should become an arena for border studies. The neighborhood 
borders of gated communities, displaying the most dramatic dividing lines in cities and 
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bearing many similarities with national borders, are a good object of study to find evi-
dence of bordering processes and practices. Nevertheless, in the academic discourse of 
border studies in political geography, the research centers on national borders but pays 
limited attention to the borders on an urban scale. Specifically, the study of the processes 
of “bordering” is wanting not only of a theory (NewmaN 2003a) but also of sufficient 
empirical research. Concerning borders at the micro-scale, questions of the nature of 
bordering processes and of how they are shaped by different actors in the cities have not 
been fully explored thus far. 
Urban borders are also a topic within urban studies. While border studies in political ge-
ography mainly focus on national borders and have neglected borders at the scale of cities 
and neighborhoods, urban studies research on borders, couched in terms of segregation, 
enclave urbanism, splintering urbanism, and the divided city, has not distinctly addressed 
borders. The result has been a gap between border studies and urban studies. In urban 
studies, some scholars have recently noticed the value and importance of neighborhood 
scalar borders and have advocated for a shift in focus to urban borderlands (IossIfova 
2013; 2015). The socio-spatial structure of Chinese cities has been characterized as filled 
with patchworked enclaves (wIssINk, et al. 2012) and enclave urbanism (BreItuNg 
2012), that is, with a juxtaposition of gated communities, urban villages, and work-unit 
compounds. However, research has centered mainly on the territory of each enclave and 
on interpreting the drawing of borders in the city. It has paid insufficient attention to the 
processes of debordering and rebordering and the way they play out there. The dynamics 
and changes of neighborhood borders have not been fully explored or interpreted theore-
tically. This study attempts to respond to this need by focusing on the border in residenti-
al borderland. Residential borderland is defined as residential area with two contiguous 
but distinct urban enclaves: a gated community and an urban village. 
This study explores and theorizes upon the processes of debordering and rebordering in 
suburban Guangzhou. gIddeNs’ structuration theory (1984) emphasizes the duality of 
agency and structure as well as the theoretical concepts of national borders; stress is 
placed upon a view of borders as processes and as social construction. The present study 
develops a theoretical framework for analyzing bordering processes at a neighborhood 
scale. Thus constituted, the theoretical framework regards processes of debordering and 
rebordering as an outcome of the interaction of agency and structure. Empirically, the 
processes of debordering and rebordering are explored in three dimensions: a functional 
dimension, a symbolic dimension and a social network dimension. 
The city of Guangzhou in China, which has experienced rapid economic development and 
urbanization in the post-reform period, was selected as the research region. The empirical 
research focuses especially on Panyu district, which is a main suburbanization zone in 
Guangzhou. Within the context of suburbanization, numerous residential borderlands 
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have emerged in Panyu district. In order to explore bordering processes in great detail, a 
typical residential borderland was selected for in-depth case study.  It consists of a gated 
community named Clifford Estate and its neighboring urban village, Zhongyi Village. 
1.2 Research objectives and structure 
This study seeks to contribute to social theory debate by developing a theoretical frame-
work based on structuration theory and national border theory. The aim is to expand our 
knowledge around the concept of bordering processes and provide an alternative perspec-
tive for understanding urban conditions. 
Hence, the key research question of this study is:
How can we theoretically and empirically understand and explain the processes of debor-
dering and rebordering in suburban Guangzhou, China? 
In order to approach the main research question, it is divided into three sub-research que-
stions:
1. What kind of debordering processes and rebordering processes occur in residential 
borderlands? 
2. How do the actors shape the processes of debordering and rebordering in suburban 
Guangzhou? 
3. Why, and under what structural and contextual conditions, do the debordering and 
rebordering processes take place?
The thesis contains nine chapters: 
Chapter 1 provides a brief introduction of the study, including its research focus, research 
questions, and objectives. Chapter 2 first introduces the relevant concepts of borders, 
borderland, and residential borderland. Second, border studies in political geography as 
well as research into gated communities and urban villages from the perspective of urban 
studies are reviewed. This chapter identifies that there is a need to focus on the processes 
of debordering and rebordering at the neighborhood scale. Because the dynamics of bor-
dering processes have been examined substantially in the context of national borders, 
however, not much attention has been paid to how exactly borders work at the neigh-
borhood scale. 
Based on structuration theory emphasizing the duality of agency and structure, and based 
on the theoretical conceptions of national borders which address them as processes of 
bordering, debordering and rebordering, and social construction, Chapter 3 develops a 
theoretical framework for analyzing debordering and rebordering processes at the border 
on a neighborhood scale. The theoretical construct adopts an agency-structure approach 
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to analyze the processes of debordering and rebordering in functional, symbolic and so-
cial network dimensions.
Chapter 4 introduces methodology and methods. The research design and qualitative me-
thods – semi-structured interviews and observation by following – are presented. The 
process of data collection and data analysis methods are introduced as well. 
Chapter 5 introduces the structural conditions and contextual dynamics within which the 
residential borderland comes into being and within which the processes of bordering, 
debordering and rebordering are embedded. The first section introduces the institutional 
reforms, which include land reform, the household registration (in Chinese: hukou) sys-
tem reform, and housing reform. The second section presents the background of social 
transformation and urbanization. The third section explores urban conditions in Guangz-
hou, focusing on suburbanization and urban policy. 
The empirical findings are presented in Chapters 6 and 7. In Chapter 6, the spatial distri-
bution of residential borderland in Panyu district of Guangzhou is explored. Three types 
of residential borderland are identified, and the flow of people across the borders from the 
gated community into the neighboring village is addressed. In Chapter 7, three dimensi-
ons of debordering and rebordering processes in residential borderland are explored. 
Functional debordering indicates that there are vigorous flows of people across the resi-
dential borders between the gated community and its adjacent village and a commerciali-
zation of the contact zone.  Accompanying these, however, is a functional rebordering 
process consisting of an enhanced barrier effect and differentiation of places of consump-
tion. Symbolic debordering indicates that the gated community residents have generated 
a sense of belonging to the places in vicinity village area. It is accompanied by a symbo-
lic rebordering process that involves the quest for a sense of security, ordering, and othe-
ring. An invisible border of institutional exclusion in the urban village is examined. Final-
ly, there is a social network dimension of the border indicating that some intimate social 
ties permeate the border, but mainly the insiders and the vicinity outsiders live in different 
social circles. 
Chapter 8 synthesizes the theoretical framework and the empirical results. Impacts of 
debordering and rebordering processes are interpreted from both structural and agency 
dimensions. Chapter 9 draws the conclusions, including the empirical findings and theo-
retic contributions, and looks ahead to future research. 
2 The state of the art: borders and residential borderland in China
2.1 Borders and borderland
Generally speaking, a border is equivalent to a boundary, and the terms can be used inter-
changeably in border studies. Traditionally, it is taken for granted that borders are state 
boundaries, i.e., the lines defining the spatial extent of jurisdiction and sovereignty of 
state territories (minghi 1963; Prescott 1987). The understanding of borders has shif-
ted from that of static, physical outcomes of political and social processes along walls, 
rivers and mountains to one that encompasses processes and institutions through which 
lines of separation and difference are created and perpetuated (newman 2006b; Parker, 
et al. 2009). The border is in an inchoate state (Jones 2009), shedding light on a space for 
change. The word “borders” is understood in terms of bordering as “the human practices 
that constitute and represent differences in space” (van houtum 2005, p. 672). As ne-
wman (2003b, p. 15) argues, “[i]t is the process of bordering, rather than the border line 
per se, that has universal significance in the ordering of society”. A border may be gene-
rated, perpetuated, or in some cases eventually disappear. These processes are historical 
contingencies (newman and Paasi 1998). Borders do not exist prior to political decisi-
ons but only obtain their social meanings as a result of political processes and their legi-
timization of borders (stetter 2008).
The term of borders is defined from multiple angles. anderson (1996) defines borders as 
an institution determined by politics and managed and controlled by legislation. Brunet-
Jailly (2011, pp. 1-3) argues that borders, “as territorial markers and functional-fluid 
vectors of demarcation, may be transforming or evolving” and are created through “the 
continual interactions and intersections between the actions of people (agency) within the 
constraints and limits placed by contextual and structural factors (structure)”. A border 
denotes the ownership and sovereignty of space and introduces order (van houtum and 
van naerssen 2002). Paasi (1999, p. 669) argues that borders are important “institu-
tions and ideological symbols that produce and reproduce in social practice and dis-
courses”. In a word, from the social constructivist perspective, the understanding of bor-
ders is no longer limited to physical lines of national separation but extends to socially 
constructed borders as well as to the “border” as a process. 
The borders concept is concomitantly related to the terms “frontier” and “borderland”. It 
is of great help to distinguish the borderland from the frontier. The frontier means the 
outer or leading edge of the hinterland (kristof 1959). It normally has a connotation of 
peripheral geographical location. The “borderland” instead emphasizes the socio-spatial 
impacts of a border which might exist anywhere. This is because borderland not only 
appears at the periphery but also in the city center; it moves beyond the geographical li-
mitation of “center – periphery”. alvarez (1995, p. 448) defines borderland as “a region 
and set of practices defined and determined by [a] border that are characterized by con-
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flict and contradiction, [and are] material and ideational”. newman (2006b, p. 150) ad-
vances the notion that “borderland” is a transitional space referring to “the region or area 
in relative close proximity to the border within which the dynamics of change and daily 
life practices were affected by the very presence of the border.” Thus “borderland” refers 
to a transitional space where processes of separation and marginalization as well as those 
of integration and communication may both play out simultaneously. 
The juxtaposition of different urban enclaves in Chinese gated communities, urban vil-
lages (or migrant enclaves), and work-unit compounds (in Chinese: danwei) has been 
called “enclave urbanism” (Breitung 2012; he 2013). Conspicuous residential borders 
in Chinese cities give residential borderland some significance in border studies and ur-
ban studies. The residential borderland is a residential area comprising both sides of the 
border in which people’s daily life practices are affected by the very existence of the re-
sidential border. In other words, two (or more) contiguous residential enclaves contribute 
to a residential borderland.
There are many kinds of residential borderlands between contiguous enclaves. Because 
gated communities in suburban areas of Chinese cities are built mostly on land expropri-
ated from villages, juxtaposition of a gated community and a neighboring village has 
emerged pervasively in Chinese cities. The scope of this research is limited to the residen-
tial borderlands which include two asymmetric but adjacent enclaves: a gated community 
and its neighboring (urban) village. The gated community named Clifford Estate (or 
“CE”) and its neighboring urban village, named Zhongyi (“Zhongyi” or “Zhongyi Villa-
ge”), were chosen as the research object for a case study. The selected residential border-
land is located in the Panyu district of Guangzhou. With the construction of Clifford Es-
tate, the whole area of Zhongyi became separated into two enclaves forming a typical 
residential borderland. 
The municipal government of the city of Guangzhou officially identified 139 villages as 
urban villages. The official number of urban villages only reflects an area encompassing 
the five central districts of Guangzhou. It excludes the suburban area even though a sub-
stantial number of urban villages exist there as well. A common misunderstanding would 
be that only those villages in the city proper are identified as urban villages. In fact, some 
villages in the peri-urban area also should be deemed urban villages because their agricu-
ltural land was expropriated for urban construction during the rapid urbanization process. 
One result is that the villagers do not engage in agricultural activities anymore. Because 
a great number of migrants have gathered in such villages, they have become migrant 
enclaves. wang, et al. (2010) illustrate that rural migrants tend to concentrate in peri-
urban areas. Because of the rapid urbanization and expansion of Guangzhou, Zhongyi 
Village has gradually been encircled by newly-built residential buildings and become an 
enclave for rural-to-urban migrants. Although Zhongyi Village lies on the outskirts of the 
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city of Guangzhou, it is actually an urban village,1 as distinguished from other villages on 
the city fringe where most villagers still engage in agricultural work.
2.2 Border studies review 
Border studies experienced a classical research phase until the end of the 1960s but fell 
into obscurity during the 1970s. After the fall of the “Iron Curtain” between East and 
West in 1989 and the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, many border research insti-
tutes were set up and many relevant publications began appearing. Border studies have 
undergone a renaissance since then. 
2.2.1 Classical border studies 
The signing of the Peace of Westphalia at the end of the Thirty Years’ War laid a founda-
tion for the framework of the modern state system. After the Second World War, the co-
lonial countries successively gained their independence, which contributed to the consti-
tution of the contemporary modern state system. Based on that historical development, 
border studies have become a sub-discipline of political geography. As minghi (1963, 
p. 407) writes, borders “are perhaps the most palpable political geographic phenomena”. 
The content of the traditional research included three main aspects. 
First, border studies as a field initially concentrated on descriptions of demarcation, allo-
cation and change, disputes, and historical process around national borders (Prescott 
1965). Second, according various dimensions such as genesis, morphology, features, and 
time phases, borders have been classified into various categories and typologies (Jones 
1943; 1959; minghi 1963; Prescott 1987). The distinction of natural versus artificial 
borders has garnered a large body research mainly concentrated on the analysis of the 
virtues and morality of borders from a military perspective (lyde 1915; holdich 1916). 
The result was overemphasis of disputes and location changes during phases of war or 
military occupation rather than during phases of peace (minghi 1963). However, social 
constructivism in the post-modern period let to the abandonment of the view that “bor-
ders are natural”. Scholars then claimed that all borders are man-made. The effect of this 
shift has been that contemporary researchers pay scant attention to the morality and vir-
tues of borders. The shifted approach “thereby risks throwing away the baby with the 
bathwater” (van houtum 2005, p. 676) .
Third, ever since the late classical research stage of the discipline, border studies have 
moved from descriptive analysis to a functional approach. The focus shifted to grasping 
1 The village has been officially identified recently as “urban village” by the local government of the Panyu district based 
on the policy set forth in The Guidelines of Village Planning of Guangzhou City (广州市村庄规划编制指引) issued 
by the government of Guangzhou in 2013.
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the function of the border at different times and in different phases (Boggs 1940; harts-
horne 1950; minghi 1963). kristof (1959) argued that the frontier, as the outer edge or 
forefront of the hinterland, is outer-oriented while the border which defines the scope of 
the central authority is inner-oriented. sPykman (1942) pointed out that the frontier is a 
key area to understanding the relationships between states. Jones (1959) asserted that 
cross-border organizations should have the function of alleviating tensions across bor-
ders. 
Traditional approaches include mapping, classification, and a functional approach 
(kolossov 2005). The traditional research phase developed a foundation for the border 
studies renaissance in the post-modern era. However, the ontological cognition of the 
border as a static outcome of political and social process during this phase was static, 
decisive, and limited (newman 2006b). This is one of the most important reasons why 
border studies stagnated during the 1970s. 
2.2.2 Border studies renaissance 
There are both realistic and theoretical reasons for the renaissance of border studies. On 
one hand, the ambivalence – and the puzzle – presented by globalization has attracted 
renewed scholarly attention to border studies (lechevalier and wielgohs 2013). After 
the fall of Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold War, the process of globalization accelera-
ted immensely. Goods, ideas, people, and capital could all flow more easily across natio-
nal borders. The barrier effect of state borders became increasingly weakened and even 
disappeared gradually. New spaces for economic, political, and cultural cooperation such 
as the European Union, the North American Free Trade Area etc. are being created. Glo-
balization purists posit a theory of a “borderless world” (ohmae 1990) or “de-territoria-
lization” (ohmae 1995; caney 2005). They argue that national and regional borders are 
becoming meaningless or even dying. On the other hand, borders are porous in uncertain 
ways. For instance, perceived or real economic competition, international migration, mul-
ticulturalism, and terrorism all reactivate the processes of state exclusion. Thinking in 
terms of theory, postmodern development in social science has promoted the develop-
ment of border studies. Postmodern social theories have had a profound influence on 
border research. One example is taylor’s world systems theory, which deals with the 
interdependence and connectivity of space and scale; another is giddens’ structuration 
theory, which stresses the initiative of agency under the constraints of structure; and yet 
another is foucault’s (and his followers’) post-modern view of social discourse and the 
social construction of space (kolossov 2005, p. 613). In the post-modern period, bor-
ders have attracted substantial research attention.
There is a remarkable multidisciplinary study of borders. Beginning in the mid-1990s, 
border studies began to attract the attention of scholars in multiple disciplines including 
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geography, sociology, political science, anthropology, and international law. Such scho-
lars have strived to coin common or shared terminologies (newman 2006a). newman 
and Paasi (1998) identify four interdisciplinary themes in border studies. The first is the 
postmodern discussion of de-territorialization and re-territorialization under the impact 
of globalization. The second theme is the debate over the role of the border in creating 
“Us” and “Others” and in constituting socio-spatial identities. A third theme is the concern 
for border narratives or discourses that unfold during processes of national socialization: 
the theory that borders are embedded not only in compartmental landscapes of social 
power, control, and governance but also in the “literary landscape”. Fourth, attention has 
been paid recently to the construction of borders at different scales.
In scale-oriented border studies the predominant view of scale involves an areal concept 
(“scale as size”), a hierarchical concept (“scale as level”), and a relational concept (ho-
witt 1998). Remarkably, the notion of scale figures into a great deal of border literature. 
Borders are constituted at a number of different spatial scales from global to national, 
regional, local and even to microscales of social-spatial activity (newman 2006b). Scale 
is of great importance in the processes of border construction. Borders of difference and 
separation operate at different scales (newman and Paasi 1998). The study of borders 
has continually extended itself to different scales. Borders have been studied substantial-
ly in terms of national and regional levels in political and regional geography. 
On one hand, research into state borders has extended its scope from state and regional 
levels to a supranational level. Scholars have noticed that there is a “territorial trap” limi-
ting the researcher’s view of state borders such that borders to them appear as fixed, 
physical containers of modern society and as fixed dividing lines between inside and 
outside (agnew 1994). Much effort in borders research has been devoted to avoiding this 
territorial trap and to constructing alternative concepts. Society should extend beyond 
territory through the notion of a network society within a “space of flows” rather than a 
“space of place” (castells 1996). Herein would lie the possibility of constituting a 
cosmopolitan society (Beck 2000). 
On the other hand, borders research has been shifting its attention from the national scale 
to the internal, regional, municipal, and even neighborhood scales (lundén and zala-
mans 2001). The importance of state borders is undoubted and well-studied; but at the 
same time microscale borders have received increasing attention. To the extent that they 
determine people’s daily life practices, microscale borders have a greater impact than the 
national boundaries. The reason is that most people have not crossed a national border 
even once in their lives (alvarez 1995; newman 2006b) but cross urban borders all the 
time. 
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There are various kinds of borders in the city including commercial borders, political 
borders, and residential borders. However, borders researchers seem to overlook borders 
in the city. Urban studies have explored social and economic segregation, administrative 
boundaries, urban design, and other urban features. Each topic does relate to borders, but 
the research typically does not make explicit reference to the term “borders” (Breitung 
2011). Research into urban borders in urban geography studies has been increasing re-
cently. karaman and islam (2012) argue that the urban border represents an inherent 
contradiction between people’s pursuit of “the right to the city” and the right to be diffe-
rent. iossifova (2009) focuses on blurring residential boundaries in the city of Shanghai. 
Jirón (2010) researches the performance of mobile borders in the city. Breitung (2011) 
proposes five interrelated approaches along political, physical, socio-spatial, psychologi-
cal, and functional dimensions to explain intra-urban borders. 
Affected by postmodern social theories, many different approaches to borders studies have 
emerged. Among these are world systems and territorial identities, geopolitical approaches, 
borders as social representations, eco-political approaches etc. (kolossov 2005). van 
houtum (2000), reviewing approaches to borders in European geography studies, identi-
fies three strands of thinking about national border studies in the post-modern era: the 
functional approach, the governance approach, and the people approach. First, as one of 
the most popular traditional approaches, the functional approach still attracts modern 
scholars’ attention. On the hypothesis that space is a homogenous, physical, abstract con-
cept, borders constitute barriers to free movement of people, goods, capital, and other 
elements and cause discontinuity and increasing marginal transaction costs. Second, glo-
balization has resulted in ever-deepening international and regional cooperation. Thus a 
second strand of border and borderland studies today is a governance perspective. It refers 
to the management of border regions and cross-border cooperation in the context of regu-
lation of international migration and other trans-border flows. Typically, policies and stra-
tegies of cooperation as well as economic, political, social, and cultural dissimilarities that 
prohibit cross-border integration between the regions are analyzed and evaluated. The 
third strand of debate about borders is the people approach. Its focus lies on borders as an 
indispensable part of social and individual life. Taking the people approach is to analyze 
the viewpoints and behaviors of individuals or social groups who participate in crossing or 
constructing borders, with focus on production and reproduction of borders as well as 
impacts on social-spatial identities. From this standpoint, borders are socially and politi-
cally constructed. Border studies are shifting to substantial theoretical debates. However, 
a lack of a general border theory still hampers progress. Theoretical reflections on the 
border began in the late 1980s. There have been two strands of theoretical assertion since 
then. Some scholars argue that it is impossible to form a general theory in border studies. 
They are influenced by the theory of Prescott (1987), for whom “borders are unique”. 
Prescott states that every border is unique, and that it is very difficult or even impossible 
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to abstract a general or all-encompassing theory of borders. BaliBar (1998) coins a “bor-
ders are everywhere” view. Paasi (2009) argues further that borders are a part of the 
“discourse landscape” of social power. For instance, borders are present not only in the 
national ideological and physical landscapes, but also in places such as airports. In order 
to theorize about borders, both generality and particularity as well as certitude and contin-
gency should receive adequate consideration. Therefore, a general border theory would 
run contrary to the inherently diverse, complex nature of borders and “would seem in 
many ways unattainable, and perhaps even undesirable” (Paasi 2011, p. 27).   
On the contrary, many scholars have strived to constitute a border theory. To name a few, 
anderson and o’dowd (1999) argue that territoriality, globalization, and phases of hi-
storical change are three dimensions by which to analyze state borders and border regions. 
Brunet-Jailly (2005) posits a four-pronged theory of national borderland study, which 
includes multilevel governance, market flows, local political clout, and local cultural di-
mensions. Some scholars classify these four analytical dimensions into two forces – 
agency and structure – and put them into practice (chen 2009; BanerJee and chen 
2013). newman (2006b) constructs a research agenda for border studies based on four 
dimensions or theoretical paradigms: demarcation, perpetuation, permeability, and tran-
sition space. alBert and Brock (1996) as well as stetter (2005) and sendhardt 
(2013) distinguish three types of borders by which they interpret the process of deborde-
ring and rebordering. This last direction is reserved for a more detailed discussion in the 
theoretical chapter (see Chapter 3.2). There is no contradiction between the first strand 
and the second strand because each border is unique; to theorize upon a single border is 
both possible and meaningful. 
2.2.3 Gaps in border studies
In the appraisal of minghi (1963), border studies were in their infancy at the classical 
research stage. Although border studies have undergone a renaissance since the early of 
1990s and a large number of publications on related topics have emerged, border studies 
are still far from maturity. Compared with other social disciplines, border studies remain 
in their infancy over fifty years later. The most important difference between classical 
border studies and postmodern border studies is that the former focused mainly on empi-
rical analysis of specific cases or on problem-solving-oriented studies. The postmodern 
phase has scrutinized and theorized upon borders based on empirical data within social 
and political contexts including those of states, nations, territorialities, identities, and 
ethnicities (agnew 1996). vila (2003) observed that the focus of U.S. border studies 
had shifted gradually from its emphasis on empirical research to literary criticism and 
theoretical constructions. However, these proclaimed border theories are all either too 
general or too specific. 
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Theories arrange themselves on a continuum according to the width of explanatory power. 
At one pole is a grand border theory. Some of the postmodern social theories cited at the 
beginning of this section (such as taylor’s world system theory, giddens’ structuration 
theory, discourse and social construction of space etc.) have had far-reaching influence on 
border studies. They are metatheories that aspire to validity for all borders. For border 
studies, however, they are too general. In U.S. border studies, the research themes have 
moved from the U.S.-Mexico border to broader themes in which the border is developed 
into a metaphor to “represent any situation where limits are involved” (vila 2003, p. 
307). Both the spatial and not-spatial limits are thus regarded as borders: “borders among 
countries, borders among ethnicities within the United States, borders between genders, 
borders among disciplines, and the like” (vila 2003, pp. 307–308). This shift has led to 
theoretical claims homogenizing different experiences as well as different borders and to 
theories that are too general to explain the political, economic and social borders. The 
claims are usually monolithic and detached from the context. Some Mexican border scho-
lars on the other side of the border complain that these theories bear little resemblance to 
their experience of borders (vila 2003). 
At the other pole of the theoretical continuum are too specific claims that are difficult to 
validate in other social and spatial dimensions of the border. ackleson (2003) pointed 
out that many theoretical assertions about the U.S.-Mexico border lacked immersion in 
broader social theories, especially when the theory related to change. Paasi (2009) has 
criticized much border research in Europe for putting forward no more than a context-
bound theoretical framework based on broader economic, cultural and political context 
rather a general border theory. The reason for the limitation is that a context-bound expla-
nation lacks immersion in a broader social theory. 
At the center of the continuum reside such ontological theses as “every border is unique”, 
“borders are everywhere”, “borders as processes”, “borders as social construction” etc. 
Each thesis can be seen as a general theoretical conception covering all the spatial and 
social borders. These ontological assertions improve our understanding of what a border 
is. However, they cannot fully explain the related phenomena of identity, territory, sove-
reignty, and security. 
newman (2003a), addressing the national political border, argues for an understanding of 
borders as processes of “bordering” rather than as the static outcome of social and spatial 
processes. A theory by which to understand this process “requires an integration of the 
different types and scales of boundaries into a hierarchical system in which the relative 
impact of these lines on people, groups, and nations can be conceptualized as a single 
process” (newman 2003a, p. 134). However, the theoretical framework to understand 
this process is poorly supported by empirical evidence, especially with respect to borders 
on a neighborhood scale. 
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sayer (1992, p. 58) asserts two ways of evaluating a theory: in terms of its conceptual 
consistency and of its empirical adequacy. Conceptual invariance refers to “open catego-
ries that are general enough to be used in various contexts but which can be reflected and 
re-developed to study boundary-producing practices/discourses in different contexts” 
(Paasi 2009, p. 224). Hence, to build a theory of bordering appeals to various empirical 
studies in different social and political contexts and at different scales of borders. The 
examination in a concrete context would allow us to create new theoretical insights. Bor-
ders at neighborhood scale are at least as important and in most cases even more impor-
tant than national borders. This research therefore aims to study the neighborhood border 
of gated communities to examine the conceptualization of bordering and to expand the 
concept by immersion in a broader social theory of structuration theory. A more detailed 
explanation synthesizing the conceptualization of bordering, structuration theory, and 
gated communities unfolds in Chapter 3.
 
2.3 Research on gated communities and urban villages
Urban studies have recently devoted much attention to the topics of “enclave urbanism” 
(Breitung 2012; douglass, et al. 2012; he 2013), “splintering urbanism” (graham 
and marvin 2001; coy 2006), and the “divided city” (fainstein, et al. 1992; van kem-
Pen 2007). These concepts are highly relevant to segregation, which is one of the conse-
quences of the practices involved in these urbanisms. Residential borderland, as a pheno-
menon, is a spatial representation of enclave urbanism. Residential borderland comes in 
association with two different, but adjacent, enclaves: gated communities and urban vil-
lages (or migrant enclaves). Hence, this section reviews the research on gated communi-
ties and urban villages. 
 
2.3.1 Gated communities 
Gated communities, as a worldwide phenomenon, have proliferated in countries throug-
hout most of the world including the United States and Canada in North America, Eng-
land and Portugal in Europe, Argentina and Brazil in South America, China and Indonesia 
in Asia, and South Africa and Ghana in Africa. Blakely and snyder (1997b) defined 
gated communities in a general way, as residential areas to which access is restricted by 
virtue of walls, fences, or other barriers and whose public spaces are normally private. 
atkinson and Blandy (2005) refine the definition by pointing to the “legal agreements” 
as pivotal features. Legal agreements provide common norms of conduct for residents 
and define the duty to collectively manage the community. Enclosed residential roads are 
depicted as part of the general character of a gated community from the perspective of 
urban planning and design (grant 2005). Hence, gated communities are those commu-
nities that represent restricted access physically in terms of walls and fences as well as 
institutionally through innovations on the social contract involving collective manage-
ment in a community. 
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The fences and walls of gated communities have become remarkable borders in cities. 
sassen (2013) regards gated communities as an emergent frontier-space function and as 
hardwired bordering inside cities; accordingly 
“the uses that global corporate capital makes of ‘our’ cities are part of that hard 
bordering. The common assertion that we are a far less bordered world than 30 
years ago only holds if we consider the traditional borders of the interstate system, 
and then only for the cross border flow of capital, information and particular popu-
lation groups.” (sassen 2013, p. 1). 
Thus while state borders are receding against the backdrop of globalization and of incre-
asing flows across those borders, borders are burgeoning in the cities. 
There is a long-standing history of enclosure in Chinese cities. The Forbidden City in 
Beijing, the traditional courtyard houses represented by the Qiao Family Manor in Shan-
xi province in the pre-1949 era, and the Maoist-era walled “work-unit compounds” all 
have involved walls and fences (wheatley 1971; heng 1999; knaPP 2000). However, 
in most research, gated communities in China refer to the “sealed residential quarters” (in 
Chinese: fengbi xiaoqu) (miao 2003) which arose after the housing reform started in 
1978. The housing reform aimed at transforming the state-welfare housing system into a 
market-oriented system of housing provision. Gated communities have increased drama-
tically in the post-reform period as almost all newly-built commercial housing has taken 
the form of walled, gated complexes. 
Contemporary Chinese cities contain many small and medium-sized gated projects, but 
huge gated complexes and the “foreign gated community” have also emerged under the 
processes of globalization and local institutional reform (wu and weBBer 2004; wang 
and lau 2008). wehrhahn (2003, citied in wehrhahn and raPoso 2006) coined the 
phrase “pseudo-gated communities” to describe gated neighborhoods in Madrid and Lis-
bon to which access is not legally controlled. That is, the neighborhoods were built as 
gated and walled estates that retained public spaces such as streets and green space. The 
public was free to enter but encountered symbols of gating such as gates, signs, barriers 
and security guards indicating a private atmosphere and restriction of entrance. A survey 
of Shanghai shows that a large number of gated communities are actually a sort of “pseu-
do” or “faked” gated community displaying the symbols of gating while not being strict-
ly closed (yiP 2012). 
The reasons for the proliferation of gating phenomena can be interpreted from structural 
and agency dimensions. Globalization of economies and the withdraw of the interventio-
nist state from providing basic services against the backdrop of neo-liberalism are under-
stood as structural forces (glasze 2005; Xu and yang 2008; roitman 2010). Residents, 
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local governments, developers, and urban planners are conceived of as initiating agents. 
The most frequently-mentioned causes on the demand-side are: 1) the “discourse of fear” 
theory, which highlights the residents’ need for a sense of security in the city (davis 
1992; Blakely and snyder 1997a; low 2001; low 2003); 2) a “club realm of con-
sumption” theory that explains the people’s pursuit of optimized utility of private ameni-
ties and services (weBster 2002); 3) the struggle to sustain property values (goiX and 
vesselinov 2013); and finally 4) market preferences. 
On the supply-side, one explanation holds that that local governments seek to grow their 
tax bases and foster urban growth (mckenzie 2005) but fail to supply an efficient quan-
tity of collective goods and services for residents (weBster 2001; foldvary 2006). 
However, neither the quantity nor quality of collective goods and services is sufficient in 
China because the government is unable to fulfill residents’ needs equally well with re-
spect to affordability by different social groups. In this connection developers see posi-
tive implications of gated communities as they are better able to market projects to poten-
tial buyers and maintain profits with higher densities in face of the rising land cost 
(mckenzie 1994; 2005). 
The proliferation of gated communities in China has been explained along two lines of 
thinking. Some researchers place the gated communities into a global context and explain 
them based on theories formed in the context of Western countries. wu (2005) employs 
the “club realm” theory, while miao (2003) adopts the “fear of crime” theory. Other 
scholars approach the problem in the local social, economic, political, and historical con-
text. Gated communities are designed to represent prestige, a high quality of life and ex-
clusive consumption (Pow and kong 2007) through aesthetics and packaging-based 
strategies. These strategies nomally transplant the architectural styles of Europe or North 
America or appeal to traditional Chinese culture of the pre-1949 era (giroir 2006; wu 
2010). huang (2006) highlights the impacts of the cultural continuity of Chinese collec-
tivism and strong political control of the state, while Pow (2007a; 2007b) considers the 
“moral order” between urban and rural areas as well as increasing household autonomy 
and personal freedoms as an escape from the central control of the authoritarian state. Xu 
and yang (2009) argue that gated communities have ingrained, historical roots in urban 
design. Breitung (2012) differentiates functions of gated borders, which represent ideas 
of security, a sense of belonging, the symbolic meaning of prestige and status, and private 
production of the “good life” in China. he (2013) points to local institutional arrange-
ments as a fundamental factor. 
Scholars intensely debate the consequences of gated communities. One of the key debates 
is about the negative social impacts of gated communities. Most studies argue that gated 
communities create exclusionary spaces, restrict freedom of movement, increase urban 
segregation, and exacerbate social divides (caldeira 1996; Blakely and snyder 1997b; 
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caldeira 2000; low 2003; roitman 2005; lemanski 2006; vesselinov 2008; gott-
diener and hutchison 2010; vesselinov 2012). low (2001) argues that there is a con-
stant, self-reinforcing cycle between gated communities and social segregation. An obses-
sion with security arises through the discourse about urban crime and leads to the need for 
gatedness, while gatedness itself results in mistrust of and unfamiliarity with outsiders 
which in turn feed back into the sense of insecurity. goiX (2005) points out with respect to 
the form of public-private partnership in providing urban infrastructure that gated commu-
nities are a valuable source of revenue because the cost of suburbanization is paid by the 
developers and housing purchasers; such has increased urban segregation in southern Ca-
lifornia. Some research in the Chinese literature argues that gatedness has increased the 
degree of social segregation there as well (song and zhu 2009; liu and li 2010).
However, the Chinese public does not view gates and walls as a serious problem; it even 
desires them (Breitung 2012). The literature lists some positive social and political ef-
fects. Compared to other neighborhood types, for instance the “work unit compound”, 
gated enclaves exhibit higher levels of community attachment (li, et al. 2012). Social 
affairs are self-managed in gated communities. The concentration of middle-class resi-
dents in the newly-formed homeowner associations of gated communities is conducive to 
cultivating democratic thought and facilitating public participation. Damage to property 
interests has led to protest in some instances (read 2008).
Urban planning plays a pivotal role in the production and regulation of gated space. 
grant (2005) points out that although the Canadian urban planning system has develo-
ped some tools to regulate gated communities, it is still ineffective at coping with all the 
challenges. Planners are typically ambivalent because, although the gated communities 
facilitate approval of infill projects at higher densities, at the same time they conflict with 
paramount concerns about connectivity and social integration. In England, local munici-
palities have not recognized so much as the existence of these new urban development 
forms (atkinson and flint 2004). In Portugal, in order to abide by the local planning 
regulations and reduce the cost of approval, local urban planning departments have often 
adopted a strategy of packaging different projects into a single planning application, in 
the form of multiple, interconnected building planning models (cruz and Pinho 2009). 
Australia has seen cases in which decisions by local planning councils to reject gated 
community forms were overturned by a planning tribunal because the local government 
did not fully deliberate upon the long-term interests of the residents of gated communities 
(goodman, et al. 2010). An empirical analysis of Buenos Aires has shown that planning 
regulations are defective as a matter of how they respond to the challenges presented by 
gated proliferation (thuillier 2005). In fact, planning authorities in most parts of the 
world do not have planning policies to respond effectively to these new forms of urban 
development; some authorities have not so much as recognized that gated phenomenon 
exist in their municipalities (cruz and Pinho 2009).
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2.3.2 Urban villages 
Urban villages, or “villages in the city” (in Chinese: chengzhongcun) are a typical pheno-
menon in China, and have proliferated to many cities, e.g., Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Beijing, 
Shanghai, Harbin, and Kunming. Urban villages are villages encircled by built-up urban 
area whose land still belongs to a collective (zhang, et al. 2003; tian 2008; he, et al. 
2010). The term “urban village” was coined by gans (1962, p. 4), who introduced the 
term to describe the adjusted urban environment where ethnic migrants try to “adapt their 
nonurban institutions and cultures to the urban milieu”. In the late 1980s, urban villages 
were nominally promoted by urban planners in the United Kingdom as a means of crea-
ting a village-style, mixed-use sustainable neighborhoods in an urban context (aldous 
1992; franklin and tait 2002; murray 2004). Here, the term “urban village” is diffe-
rentiated from the Western urban planning concept of the same name. It is also distinct 
from the concept of a migrant village such as Zhejiang Village in Beijing, which is occu-
pied by Zhejiang migrants (chung 2010). 
There was a vacuum of governmental governance in urban villages. Because the legal 
validity of urban planning did not cover rural areas for a long time – not until the Urban 
and Rural Planning Law was issued in 2008 – indigenous villagers, lacking such planning 
regulation, struggled to construct substandard housing units or extra floor space in order 
to maximize their benefit from rental income (song, et al. 2008). The rent-seeking beha-
vior has led to high-density housing and narrow pathways that do not meet fire safety 
requirements at urban villages. Chaotic land-use, a dilapidated, dirty environment, high-
density housing, and crime facilitation are the problems of urban villages. 
Urban villages, as informal settlements, are similar to the slums or squatter settlements in 
Western countries but have characteristic demographic structures and land uses of their 
own. Urban villages are mainly inhabited by temporary rural-to-urban migrants and by 
indigenous villagers. The agricultural land has been expropriated, and the indigenous 
villagers have disengaged from agricultural activities. The village land belongs to the 
village collective. 
A large body of Chinese-language research exists on urban villages, but much less has 
appeared English. Some scholars have profiled and characterized the social structure and 
spatial distribution of urban villages (zhang 2001; liu, et al. 2010; hao, et al. 2013). 
zhang, et al. (2003) and song, et al. (2008) address the social implications of urban 
villages as sites of affordable housing for low-income rural migrants. wu, et al. (2013) 
interpret the rationale of production and reproduction of informality in urban villages 
under the urban policies of redevelopment. tian (2008) analyzes the merits and problems 
of urban villages from the perspective of property rights, pointing out the importance of 
institutional reform of collective property rights in the renewal of the urban villages. he, 
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et al. (2010) take an institutional perspective to interpret stratification and housing diffe-
rentiation in urban villages and argue that the hukou system, land use system, housing 
provision system, and village governance all have strong explanatory power about the 
formation of urban villages. chung and zhou (2011) criticize that the urban village re-
development policy launched by local governments has not taken the interests of the 
plural group into consideration.    
2.3.3 Synthesis research on gated communities and urban villages
There are two synthetic approaches to studying gated communities and urban villages. 
One approach considers the two types of neighborhood as spatial representations of en-
clave urbanism from a general perspective and explains them through social, economic, 
and political discourses. In other words, gated communities and urban villages are consi-
dered as a form of enclave urbanism. Taking Guangzhou as an example, he (2013) takes 
an historical approach to explain the evolution of gating in China and its contemporary 
implications. Qian (2014) argues that enclave urbanism in China is not only a cultural 
continuation of Chinese tradition but also a consequence of contemporary social, econo-
mic, and political discourses. 
The other approach takes a concrete perspective to analyze the probable social and eco-
nomic relationships between two dissimilar enclaves based on empirical data. The related 
empirical question asks whether gated communities lead to an increase in social segrega-
tion or not. Some international researchers have addressed the relationship between a 
gated community and its poorer adjacent neighborhood. lemanski (2006) surveys the 
attitudes and perceptions of the residents at gated communities and their neighboring 
areas in South Africa; in spite of spatial contiguity, they are found to be socially and 
functionally separate. Based on a case study in Chile, salcedo and torres (2004) con-
clude that gated communities and their local (poor) neighborhood are functionally inte-
grated with each other. The poorer local residents welcome the gated community because 
it has brought modern transportation, water supply, and sewage treatment facilities while 
raising land values, while the gated community residents have a positive attitude toward 
their poorer neighbors such that some wanted to employ them. manzi and Bowers 
(2005) argued that, if there were no walls or fences, the gated communities could not exist 
as neighbors of poor communities. The spatial proximity of rich and poor neighborhoods 
strengthened each group’s social understanding of the other. saBatini and salcedo 
(2007) found that the gated communities are functionally and symbolically integrated 
into their respective neighborhoods in Santiago, Chile.
However, there is limited empirical research addressing the relationship between gated 
communities and neighboring villages in China. iossifova (2015) focuses on everyday 
practices in urban borderland and interprets the borderland urbanism in China. feng, et 
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al. (2014) base an analysis of the relationship between a gated community and its neigh-
boring vicinity in Guangzhou on home construction. They conclude that different groups 
employ different homemaking strategies according to their own resources. 
2.4 Summary
This literary review indicates several motivations for the present research. First, review of 
the literature reveals a gap in the discipline. That is, despite border researchers’ emphasis 
on multiple scales of borders, most scholars in political geography have focused on state 
borders and regional borders but paid little attention to borders on an urban scale, such as 
the residential borders within cities. Meanwhile, much research in urban studies has ad-
opted the perspectives of enclave urbanism in general and the perspectives of concrete 
social impacts in detail. But such research does not explicitly address the border which is 
so determinative of urban structure. The microscale borders at urban and neighborhood 
levels bear many similarities to state borders. The general principles of national border 
theory can inspire an analysis of the microscale border. Although existing border theories 
have not emerged from study of residential borders, they employ principles and concepts, 
such as the notion of the border as a process involving debordering and rebordering, that 
are helpful in understanding and explaining the residential border. The contrary ought to 
hold as well: empirical research on microscale borders should provide a useful contribu-
tion to a grand border theory. Hence, the national border scholars should not only focus 
on state borders but also on the microscale of borders.
Second, theoretical reflection toward understanding the phenomenon of bordering is in-
sufficient. On the one hand, the theoretical concept of “borders as processes” with aspects 
of bordering, debordering and rebordeing in different dimensions, as a means of under-
standing bordering phenomena, has limited empirical support, especially at the neigh-
borhood scale. On the other hand, these theoretical conceptions are of important to under-
stand what kinds of processes there are, but it cannot explain why and how these processes 
and dynamics happen. Hence, immersion in a broader social theory will increase the ex-
planatory power of the theory.
Third, urban studies have focused mainly on the territory of each enclave interpreting the 
drawing of different borders in the city, but giving insufficient attention to the processes 
of debordering and rebordering. The fences and walls of gated communities, as a subse-
quent or even a superimposed border for the village in a residential borderland, have 
far-reaching influence on the villager’s everyday practices. Borders not only define and 
reinforce the power and ownership of territory but also denote the probability of contact 
and relationships with the outer world. From the perspective of border and borderland, 
two adjacent enclaves are viewed as a whole, while the border is viewed as processes. 
However, there is limited empirical research considering the two adjacent enclaves as a 
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whole research object, and focusing seldom on the processes of debordering and reborde-
ring. Regarding two adjacent enclaves as a whole research subject, and to bridge the 
above-mentioned gaps, next chapter is going to develop a theoretical framework. 
3 Theoretical framework
This chapter is devoted to constructing a theoretical framework for the study of deborde-
ring and rebordering processes in residential borderland. giddens’ structuration theory is 
significant in border studies and has had major impact on national borders research. It 
provides a useful method for understanding bordering from both agency and structural 
dimensions. Theoretical conceptions of national borders, including that of borders as 
processes and that of borders as socially constructed, are beneficial to constructing a re-
search framework for a neighborhood border. In this chapter, the structuration theory and 
the theoretical conceptions of borders are merged into a research framework that helps 
shed light on the processes of debordering and rebordering of neighbourhood borders.
3.1 The social construction of borders and borderland 
3.1.1 Structuration theory
giddens (1984) advanced the structuration theory in his famous book The Constitution 
of Society. The book expresses the idea that social reality consists of agency and structure. 
giddens’ structuration theory arises from syncretism and eclecticism of the classical 
social theories, including the individualistic theories as well as the structuralistic theories 
(liPPuner and werlen 2009). The individualistic theories emphasize the actor’s know-
ledge and experience as well as the ways people use them to improve the social world, 
while the structuralistic theories accentuate that the power of structure, super-individual 
institutions, and social systems shape individual action. Opposed to the classical social 
theories which go to either extreme, structuration theory takes a mediate position, stres-
sing the duality of agency and structure.
Structuration theory holds that action plays out among different, interrelated agents ac-
ting under structural conditions; meanwhile structures are maintained and reproduced by 
the agents’ actions. Action is understood as “a durée, a continuous flow of conduct” (gid-
dens 1984, p. 3), but not as a combination or set of “acts”. Society is generated by and 
through social action. Action is enabled first by the agent. In giddens’ theory, individuals 
are regarded as active, knowledgeable, and reflexively monitoring agents who possess 
unconsciousness, practical consciousness, and discursive consciousness in their social 
practice (giddens 1979, p. 54). Unconsciousness refers to action outside an actor’s self-
awareness. Practical consciousness covers what people have done but cannot verbalize. 
Practice consciousness, in other words, means implicit understanding of action that the 
actor cannot express in words. Discursive consciousness refers to the capacity of actors 
to give reasons for or rationalize their actions. The stratification of consciousness applies 
to different levels of action, including its motivation, rationalization, and reflexive moni-
toring. Action originates in reason or motivation, where reason is the source of the action 
and motivation is its promotion. When an actor has implemented an action, he or she 
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seeks to rationalize it so that it may be recognized and followed by others. In the process, 
actors continuously monitor their actions and rationalize their intentions in context – the 
body, surroundings, and the self. If an action deviates from the actor’s intention and does 
not generate the desired outcome, the actor has a transformative capacity to adjust his or 
her strategies of acting. This transformative capacity means that agency logically con-
nects to the power to change course, i.e., the actor is able to change or influence processes 
or situations (Giddens 1984, pp. 14-15) . 
An agent’s actions are bounded by structure. Structure is both the medium and the out-
come of the (re)production of day-to-day activities. In other words, the social system af-
fects agents’ action through structure; meanwhile the structure is the very outcome of 
their actions. Structures consist of rules and resources. Rules and resources “draw[n] 
upon in the production and reproduction of social action are at the same time the means 
of system reproduction” (Giddens 1984, p. 19). Rules are generalized procedures which 
provide the methods or techniques of day-to-day activities. Giddens argues that most 
rules reside in practical consciousness. Rules enable agents to produce and reproduce 
their actions. At the same time, rules shape the action. In other words, rules play both a 
regulative and a constitutive role in the action. 
Resources refer not to a certain state or to things such as natural resources or raw materi-
als, but to the transformative capability of authorization and allocation. Structures exist 
as memory traces and are instantiated in social action and discourse. Structures are also 
both enabled and constrained by human agents (HauGaard 1997). Giddens distinguis-
hes between two types of transformative capacity: authorization and allocation. Authori-
tative resources refer to the capacity of actors to control the social world created by hu-
mans, or to control the actors themselves. Allocation resources mean a transformative 
capacity of actors to steer the appropriation and use of natural resources. 
The duality of agency and structure provides a theoretical method for analyzing social 
phenomena. dyck and kearns (2006, p. 87) comment that “structuration theory inten-
ded to sensitize empirical research through emphasizing the knowledgeability of the in-
dividual agent in the reproduction of social practice, the time-space contextuality of so-
cial life, and the hermeneutic or interpretative nature of analysis”. Hence, “the analysis of 
praxis [actions] and the analysis of structural settings can therefore be seen as two com-
patible concepts of social research” (Lippuner and WerLen 2009, p. 41).
3.1.2 The impact of structuration theory on national borders research
Borders are socially constructed. The perspective of social constructivism has had a ma-
jor impact on border-theoretical reflections. Structuration theory provides an interpreta-
tive approach to understanding the phenomenon of borders from the perspectives of 
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agency and structure. Based on giddens’ structuration theory, Brunet-Jailly (2005) 
develops a theory to analyze national borderland. It posits four dimensions: policy activi-
ties of multiple levels of governments, flows of trade, local community political clout, 
and culture. 
Structural forces are those social processes that both support as well as confine individu-
al action.  They include a) the policy activities of multiple levels of governments, which 
involve both general-purpose and task-specific governance. General-purpose governance 
refers to vertical interactions among local, provincial, and state governments, while task-
specific governance refers to horizontal interactions between public and private sectors. 
Structural forces also include b) market forces and trade flows, which refer to flows of 
goods, people, and investments across boundaries. Agency force means the initiative of 
actors and their practices that shape social life, including c) the local political clout of 
borderland communities with “local level relations, local policy network, local policy 
communities, symbolic regime, [and] local cross border institutions” (Brunet-Jailly 
2005, p. 645). The last type of agency force is d) the local cross-border culture encompas-
sing the sense of belonging, food, social-economic background, and common language.
Brunet-Jailly argues that all four of these analytical lenses exhibit intricate interplay 
resulting in the emergence and integration of an economic, political and cultural border-
land region. konrad and nicol (2008) integrate a dimension of socially constructed and 
reconstructed identities into Brunet-Jailly’s national borderland theory. According to 
Brunet-Jailly (2011, p. 3), borders are created through “the continual interactions and 
intersections between the actions of people (agency) within the constraints and limits 
placed by contextual and structural factors (structure)”. This theoretical conception is 
useful to our understanding of urban borderland. This research adopts the agency-struc-
ture approach because is an important social theory for theorizing about urban borderland. 
However, the emphasis of Brunet-Jailly’s theory lies wholly on the economic, political, 
and cultural integration of the national borderland. It forgets both the othering nature of 
the border and the borders at the scale of the city. Therefore, it is necessary to reformulate 
the theoretical framework for application to neighborhood borders.
3.2 Debordering and rebordering processes
3.2.1 Debordering and rebordering 
The concept of bordering has been explored in the context of national borders. newman 
(2006b) argues that the border should be viewed as a set of processes rather than as fixed 
lines. Such processes create and perpetuate borders. They consist of bordering, deborde-
ring, and rebordering. Bordering is understood as the creation or demarcation of borders. 
However, demarcation of borders should not imply a simple understanding such as “the 
drawing of a line on a map or the construction of a fence in the physical landscape” 
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(newman 2006b, p. 148) but rather it should imply dynamic social processes. The pro-
cesses of debordering and rebordering occur simultaneously over time (rumford 2006). 
The simultaneous processes of debordering and rebordering are not contradictory. As 
alBert and Brock (1996, p. 70) define them, “debordering processes in the world of 
states are understood as an increasing permeability of [territorial] borders together with a 
decreasing ability of states to counter this trend by attempts to shut themselves off.”  Re-
bordering, then, consists of “the demarcation phenomena as a specific reaction to the 
debordering processes that are actually taking their course within the framework of glo-
balization. Viewed in this light, demarcation (re-territorialization) would be, first and fo-
remost, a way of regulating the process of transformation, not of arresting it” (alBert 
and Brock 1996, p. 96). Therefore, debordering and rebordering are self-regulating, cir-
cular processes governed by the power relations between agency (e.g., the migrants, the 
state) and structure (e.g., the trends of globalization). 
In order to theorize about residential borderland, it is important to compare national bor-
ders with neighborhood borders, such as those formed by a gated community, at the 
micro-level. There are two major differences. First, state actors predominate in the crea-
tion and perpetuation of national borders, while the non-state actors, e.g., developers and 
residents, predominate in forming residential borders. Second, in people’s everyday lives, 
the micro-level borders are much more important than national borders, for while people 
cross and experience urban borders every day, they might not cross a national border even 
once in their lifetime (alvarez 1995; newman 2006b). Hence, it is necessary to zoom 
into the neighborhood scale to see what kinds of processes are underway at neighborhood 
borders and how they form. 
However, there are also many similarities between national borders and neighborhood 
borders. One of these is the distribution of ownership and jurisdiction. newman (2003a, 
p. 130) argues that “[t]he functional impact of boundary on the behavioral patterns of the 
people who are enclosed by these lines is common to all types of boundary, regardless of 
the spatial scale at which the bounding process takes place”. The similarities allow the 
general principles of national border theory to inspire analysis of the urban border. More 
specifically, the above-mentioned theoretical concepts of debordering and rebordering 
can apply to residential borders. Although neighborhood borders are not the level to 
which border theory abstracted at first, border theory is helpful in analyzing them, and 
therefore this study has chosen the national border theory as a means of understanding 
urban conditions and dynamics. 
At the scale of neighborhood borders, debordering and rebordering are similarly related 
to power relations between agency and structure. That is, the dynamics of debordering 
and rebordering are an outcome of agency and structure. The debordering process is un-
derstood as the power to make borders softer and more permeable, while the rebordering 
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process is understood as the power to make borders harder and more rigid. giddens 
(1985, p. 120) claims that the state is like a power container, wherein power is understood 
as the power relationship between the agency and structure. Power here means the capa-
city of agents to negotiate with external forces and structural conditions, in particular 
with the conditions imposed by pre-existing borders. The borders are reconstructed and 
deconstructed according to the agents’ ability. 
In precisely the same way, debordering with respect to neighborhood borders indicates 
the increasing permeability of borders instantiated in part by flows of people across the 
borders of a gated community. It also refers to the decreasing ability of the related elites, 
e.g., residents, developers, and governments, to counter this trend by attempting to seclu-
de themselves. Rebordering is a continuation of bordering processes and a response to the 
debordering processes unfolding within the framework of structural and contextual con-
ditions. In other words, it is a reaction of the elites to perpetuate borders and preserve the 
original order. 
Bordering processes have multiple dimensions. Scholars have increasingly realized that 
borders have such abundant and varied meanings that it is impossible to put them all into 
to a single, consistent definition. An aspect-seeking perspective is therefore required 
(Bauder 2011). Much discussion among border researchers has addressed types of nati-
onal borders (see, e.g., anderson and o’dowd 1999; donnan and m.wilson 1999; 
anderson 2001; o’dowd 2002; anderson, et al. 2003). anderson (2001) distinguis-
hes political and social borders. o’dowd (2002) represents an understanding of borders 
as barriers, bridges, resources, and symbols based on European border practices. One 
classic classification of borders is that of hartshorne (1936), who puts forward “an-
tecedent”, “subsequent”, and “superimposed” borders. hartshorne claims that no mat-
ter how these borders originated, spatial borders are entrenched in cultural structures in 
areas proximate to the border. Antecedent borders represent the existence of boundaries 
preceding human settlement, and in effect these later affect human life. The fences and 
walls of gated communities thus represent antecedent borders from the perspective of 
gated community residents. Subsequent boundaries emerge from existing ethnic territori-
al groups, while superimposed boundaries work upon existing cultural divisions. For in-
stance, the invisible borders between indigenous villagers and rural migrants are subse-
quent borders. The fences and walls of gated communities in residential borderlands are 
superimposed borders to the indigenous villagers. 
The processes of debordering and rebordering have been distinguished into different 
aspects (see, e.g., alBert and Brock 1996; stetter 2005; Bonacker 2007; ferrer-
gallardo 2008; sendhardt 2013). ferrer-gallardo (2008) argues that rebordering 
takes in geopolitical, functional, and symbolic dimensions. stetter (2005) and Bona-
cker (2007) emphasize a distinction of processes along territorial, functional, and sym-
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bolic dimensions. Territorial borders are “those that separate states or regions and serve 
first and foremost as a means of control, of ascribing areas of competence and demarca-
ting jurisdictions” (sendhardt 2013, p. 27 cited from Bonacker 2006, p. 81). Functio-
nal borders “separate different functional systems, such as politics, law, science, econo-
my, sports, love or the health system” (stetter 2005, p. 5). Symbolic borders create 
collective identities, differentiating people into “self” and “other” (stetter 2005, p. 5). 
Bonacker (2007, p. 24) argues that debordering is “the functional change of borders, the 
loss of importance of their territorial anchoring and – as a consequence – the decoupling 
of (functional) system borders and territorial borders”. In this vein, the functional and 
symbolic borders can decouple from the territorial border. The multidimensional debate 
around debordering and rebordering is useful for studying residential borders. However, 
the analysis of debordering and rebordering at micro-scale borders should be neither 
isolated from the social structure and contexts nor limited to the territorial, functional, 
and symbolic dimensions. 
With respect to the urban borders, Breitung (2011, pp. 57-58) distinguishes five interre-
lated border approaches: the physical, the political, the socio-spatial, the psychological, 
and the functional aspects. Political borders separate “political and administrative territo-
riality by different laws and jurisdictions”; socio-spatial borders “are both socio-econo-
mic and socio-cultural division lines”; psychological borders are represented in people’s 
minds, marking territories of groups of people with different spatial identities and sense 
of belonging; and finally, functional borders are “as filters of flows and networks”. These 
approaches are beneficial to intra-urban borders research. However, not all of them are 
important for analysis of residential borderland. 
In the study of social integration, saBatini and salcedo (2007) constructed a three-di-
mensional framework involving functional, symbolic, and community aspects to analyze 
social integration between a gated community and its neighborhood. Functional integra-
tion indicates the extent to which poor people are integrated into society as judged 
through their use of the functional means of exchange, namely power and money. Func-
tional integration involves questions of how the poor participate in the market, implement 
their political rights in the democratic process, and access urban facilities and services. 
Symbolic integration refers to the degree of resident’s attachment to the place where they 
live. Community integration refers to the formation of social ties between the residents of 
two adjacent neighborhoods. Although the authors do not characterize it distinctly as a 
border, the different levels of social integration between the gated community and its 
poorer vicinity actually represent a kind of debordering process.  
Therefore, debordering and rebordering processes at a neighborhood border are analyzed 
from functional, symbolic and social network dimensions. At the micro-scale, based on 
empirical findings to be analyzed in Chapter 7, social networks, as part and parcel of resi-
dents’ daily lives, are extracted as an independent dimension from the functional dimension. 
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3.2.2 Functional dimension 
The functional dimension of borders separates different functional systems and acts as a 
filter of flows (stetter 2005; Breitung 2011). As the classical approach in border stu-
dies, it specially attends to cross-border flows. Borders are not always completely closed. 
Borders act simultaneously as a barrier and a bridge. Borders resemble membranes in 
cells, which possess “selective permeability” and “differential filtering effects” (ander-
son 2001). On one hand there is a barrier effect: the border becomes less permeable to 
some flows, such as to illegal migrants, urban crime, and so forth. On the other hand, 
borders become more permeable to other flows, such as those of goods, services, and 
capital. nevins (2002, p. 7) argues that state borders are devoted to “maximizing the 
perceived benefits of globalization while protecting against the perceived detriments of 
increasing transnational flows”. This logic “seriously impedes the free movement and 
exchange of labour and is generally accepted by neo-liberals despite the fact that it con-
tradicts their free-trade, anti-state ideology” (anderson 2001, p. 30). Take for instance 
the state border: both the U.S.-Mexican and Spanish-Moroccan borders are quite perme-
able to flows of goods and capital but not very permeable to labor migration (coleman 
2005; ferrer-gallardo 2008). 
With respect to neighborhood borders, functional debordering means borders become 
more permeable as a result of flows of residents, goods and money across borders. Func-
tional debordering indicates the formation of spaces for common activities and constant 
exchange of goods and money between two enclaves. Functional rebordering impedes 
the free movement of people and exchanges of goods and money. Functional rebordering 
represents the formation or enlargement of exclusively bounded space. 
3.2.3 Symbolic dimension 
The symbolic dimension of borders refers to collective identities and differentiation 
among people into the “self” and the “other” (stetter 2005). Borders exist not only as 
barriers and bridges but are heavy with symbolism (o’dowd 2002, p. 27). The role of 
national borders in constructing identities has received substantial discussion in a series 
of academic works (see, e.g., leimgruBer 1991; wilson and donnan 1998; ackle-
son 1999; donnan and m.wilson 1999; alBert, et al. 2001; meinhof 2002). 
ferrer-gallardo (2008, p. 315) argues that “the demarcation of limits by means of 
borders enables both the formation of collective identities and the creation of others”. The 
formation of collective identities is always associated with the strategy of place-making. 
Place making is a spatial strategy that “presupposes a place that can be circumscribed as 
one’s own, and that can serve as the base from which to direct relations with an exteriori-
ty consisting of targets or threats such as clients, competitors, enemies and strangers” 
(van houtum and van naerssen 2002, p. 126). 
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Borders impose the order of “inside” and “outside”. diener and hagen (2009) argue that 
borders reflect existing differences and engender new “others”. The processes of homoge-
nization within and differentiation from “outside” are each nested in the symbolism of 
borders (Paasi 1996). Bordering involves othering “others”. Borders pursue spatial puri-
fication of a place to be demarcated as one’s own against territorial ambiguity and ambi-
valent identities (van houtum and van naerssen 2002). Therefore, in the process of 
constructing collective identities, the spatial strategies of ordering and othering coincide.
With respect to the neighborhood borders, symbolic debordering therefore means a hy-
brid of collective identities and a rising sense of belonging to the residential borderland. 
Symbolic debordering indicates the formation of a common identity in residential border-
land and the elimination of stereotypes and stigmas in the minds of residents of two en-
claves. Symbolic debordering suggests the question whether residents in a gated commu-
nity consider the neighboring village as a part of them. Symbolic rebordering, by contrast, 
means the pursuit of differences through the processes of seeking a sense of security and 
of ordering and othering. For instance, symbolic rebordering represents an enhancement 
of different collective identities in each group of residents and the persistence of stigmas 
and discrimination. 
3.2.4 Social network dimension 
A social network dimension is to be distinguished from the functional dimension. The 
social meanings of borders at the micro-scale are much more significant than those of 
national borders. Because not everyone crosses national borders to form international 
social ties but crosses urban borders daily, they perceive the boundary as very real. Social 
contacts are a part the daily life in a city. However, social network borders are the hardest 
borders dividing people at the individual and collective level. The neighborhood is a 
source of social relations, but the study of social networks should go beyond the bounda-
ry of residential neighborhood (hazelzet and wissink 2012). Gated community and 
adjacent urban village residents both inhabit the residential borderland. The formation of 
social networks across borders goes beyond simple functional exchange, indicating the 
most open of borders (saBatini and salcedo 2007). Hence, social network borders refer 
to lines dividing social ties between two enclaves. 
Social network debordering refers to the formation of social ties across the residential 
borders. There are three levels of social ties in residential borderland. At the first level are 
weak social connections such as mutual facial recognition, greeting, or engaging in small 
conversations upon meeting. Occupying the second level are normal social connections 
such as the relationships among participants in group activities and colleagues. The third 
level is comprised of strong social connections from which intimate social ties form. 
Strong social connections mean stable social networks such as village clan networks or 
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those of friendship, kinship, and the relationships among fellow townsmen. Weak social 
ties can strengthen into strong social ties over time (Granovetter 1973). Social net-
work rebordering refers to the differentiation of social circles and to the atrophy of stable 
social ties between two enclaves.
3.3 Agency and structural conditions 
The three dimensions of debordering and rebordering account for processes taking place 
around the neighborhood border, while structuration theory is introduced to explain how 
and why they happen. In other words, these theoretical conceptions of the border as pro-
cess and as social construction constitute the theoretical framework. As Figure 1 shows, 
the processes of debordering and rebordering at the micro level are considered as actions. 
The actions are enabled and constrained by different actors but at the same time are em-








































Preference of residents 
Figure 1: Research framework of residential borderland
Source: Illustration by author
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3.3.1 The agency and structure at the micro level
At the micro (district) level, the pre-existing border in residential borderland gives struc-
ture while debordering and rebordering processes constitute the actions. In residential 
borderland the actors – the residents, local government, and developers – are engaging in 
bordering practices; they are practicing borders. The gated community residents are the 
“insiders”, while residents of surrounding villages are the “vicinity outsiders”.1 The vici-
nity outsiders include indigenous villagers, rural migrants, and other citizens who have 
urban hukou. The gated community residents (or insiders) and those living outside of the 
gated community but nearby (or vicinity outsiders) are the main actors engaged in debor-
dering and rebordering practices. The residents are the central focus of this study. Local 
government and developers as players are viewed as related actors as they either are en-
gaged in actions of debordering and rebordering or have an indirect impact on the resi-
dents’ actions. As formulated, the processes of debordering and rebordering, as actions, 
are enabled and constrained by different actors including the residents, the developers, 
and local government. The same actions meanwhile construct and reconstruct the struc-
ture. 
Agency dimensions include many factors. Individual preference, individual position, and 
the players are three main ones. They are important factors in explaining urban spatial 
segregation (Madrazo and KeMpen 2012). As the driving force of debordering and re-
bordering, individual preferences, perceptions and decisions should be highlighted be-
cause they bear much interpretive power: the residents of the gated community are able 
to decide whether they want to go to the neighboring village area or not. The position of 
the individual with respect to income is an important factor in border crossings at a gated 
community. The related agents, including the developers and local government, are im-
portant players driving the processes of debordering and rebordering. Their incentives 
and values contribute to understanding the mechanisms of debordering and rebordering 
processes.
Residential borderland consists of many structures. In this study, however, the focus lies 
on two specific structural aspects: the physical border and socio-economic differences 
among residents. The physical border refers, according to Breitung’s (2011) definition, 
to the visible lines in landscape.  They consist not only of the physical structures such as 
fences and walls but also of the discontinuities of land-use, building style, signage etc. 
Urban borders always present themselves spatially in space in terms of physical edges 
like walls and fences. In urban design, paths, edges, districts, nodes, and landmarks are 
key elements of urban space as portrayed in Kevin Lynch’s book The Image of the City. 
Edges are defined as “the linear elements not considered as paths: they are usually, but not 
1 The way these terms are used here shall be maintained throughout the work. The “insiders” refers to the residents of a 
gated community; while the “vicinity outsiders” refers to residents of neighboring villages. 
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quite always, the boundaries between two kinds of areas.” (lynch 1960, p. 62). The 
tangible edges within the city are significant objectives of urban design. The fences and 
walls of gated communities are, obviously, one of the most dramatic urban edges. The 
territorial border denotes sovereignty and ownership of an area such as is often achieved 
by means of physical borders. Physical borders initially mark the scope of territorial ow-
nership in the city. However, the border in residential borderland is not just a matter of 
walls and fences but also of socio-economic differences. The physical borders are valua-
ble for social study because they take on social attributes as a reflection of social, econo-
mic, and political differences.  
3.3.2 The structural conditions and contextual dynamics 
Paasi (1999) argues that borders are produced and reproduced in social practices and 
discourses. In other words, borders are cultivated through both discursive landscapes and 
technical landscapes of control. First, borders are part of the discursive landscape of so-
cial power and control. Borders are produced “in historically contingent practices and 
discourses that are related to national ideologies and identities” (Johnson, et al. 2011, 
p. 63). Various forms of nationalism are embodied in the material manifestations of bor-
ders, e.g., the flags flown at international sports competitions or on national independence 
days. At the city level, residential borderlands are the material manifestation of enclave 
urbanism. Second, borders are also manifest in technical landscapes of social control and 
surveillance. Take for instance the surveillance technology used in airports to monitor the 
flows of people and goods or in gated communities to help control access. In a word, 
borders are produced on multiple scales of border practices and discourses. 
Social, political, and economic contexts provide the ground for the creation of borders 
and their multiple meanings. Put another way, to understand the processes of debordering 
and rebordering, one should focus not only on the border area but also on broader social 
discourses. Processes of debordering and rebordering in residential borderland are embe-
dded in multi-scalar, structural conditions and in contextual dynamics. The various scales 
of social settings are along the lines of the national, the city, and the district. As Paasi 
(2009a, p. 225) argues, “[i]t is useful to understand boundary-making as a part of a broa-
der process of territory/region building or institutionalization”. The dimensions of insti-
tution, transformation, urbanization, and agency-structure, being conditions existing at 
the city and national levels, are integrated into the theoretical framework. They are con-
tributors to the processes of bordering, debordering and rebordering. Agency and struc-
ture exist at different scalar levels. Nevertheless, only at the micro level is agency distin-
guished from structure, because the agents are stakeholders who directly participate in 
debordering and rebordering practices. At the super-micro level, agency and structure are 
part of social settings. This study does not distinguish the two because they indirectly 
influence on the processes of debordering and rebordering.  
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3.4 Structuration theory, borders and gated communities
The theoretical framework is, on the one hand, guided by the theory of national borders 
but on the other hand it is immersed in a broad social theory: structuration theory. The 
theoretical conceptions of national borders which distinguish multidimensional processes 
of bordering are used to explain the kinds of debordering and rebordering processes 
found to occur at neighborhood borders. Meanwhile structuration theory is adopted to 
interpret how and why these processes happen. According to newman (2003a), a theory 
explaining the processes of bordering should consider different spatial scales at which 
borders exist. The border of a gated community bears many similarities to a national 
border. Both are spatial borders circumscribing space in terms of territory. Although the 
theoretical conceptions of bordering pertain to political national borders, they help under-
stand the processes of debordering and rebordering at the neighborhood scale too. The 
notion of bordering discards the idea that the boundary of a gated community is a static, 
physical line. Rather, it is a process, that is, the line changes over time. The theoretical 
guidance of multiple dimensional processes of national borders demonstrates that borde-
ring at the residential borderland be analyzed in three dimensions, or in terms of its func-
tional, symbolic and social network aspects. 
Structuration theory is a kind of metatheory that would aspire to validity for all borders, 
and indeed it is an epistemological position. The theory informs a method for analyzing 
social phenomena from both agency and structural dimensions. The processes of debor-
dering and rebordering at different scales can be understood as an outcome of the interac-
tion between agency and structure. Hence, structuration theory forms a basis for broade-
ning the theoretical concepts of national borders for analysis at the micro-scale of borders. 
Through the constant conversation between the elaborated theories and this study’s empi-
rical findings, the theoretical framework outlined here is filled out with detail. First, the 
concepts of functional debordering and rebordering, symbolic debordering and reborde-
ring, and social network debordering and rebordering are abstracted from the empirical 
findings under the guideline of the theory discussed in the section 3.2. Second, Structura-
tion theory is adopted to interpret the impact factors. Many factors drive the processes of 
debordering and rebordering. Factors of individual position and preference as well as the 
motivations of local government and developers are highlighted based on the empirical 
findings. 
4 Methodology and methods
This chapter introduces the methodology and methods. The research employs qualitative 
methods. The research design is introduced in the first section, including its theoretical 
basis, case selection, and general design. The second section addresses the selected me-
thods, including semi-structured interviews, observation by following, and second-hand 
data sources. The research process and field work are presented in the third section, which 
also examines the validity of the collected data. The last section presents the methods of 
data analysis. 
4.1 Research design 
The relation between theory and data is a central issue in empirical research. Theoretical-
ly informed research demonstrates that the research starts with a theory and works down, 
and the empirical work aims to answer the theory-driven questions through a deductive 
approach (herBert 2010). This research is based on the theory of structuration and the 
theoretical conceptions of border. Structuration theory provided an epistemological tool 
to interpret social phenomena with the agency-structure model. However, herBert 
(2010, p. 73) argues that a theoretically informed approach is idealized, and a researcher 
cannot follow it strictly; the best approach is to tack constantly back and forth between 
the theory and data. Hence, in the construction of the theoretical framework and analysis 
of empirical data, an inductive approach is also used. Thus the theoretical framework 
arises through a constant dialog between the theory and empirical data over the course of 
this study.
The research questions are addressed by qualitative research using methods of semi-
structured interviews and observation by following. Qualitative research, as a traditional 
research approach, has many strengths, e.g., studying a limited number of cases in depth, 
describing complex phenomena in rich detail as situated and embedded in local contexts, 
and generating inductively a theory about a phenomenon that is tentative but also has 
explanatory power (Johnson and onwuegBuzie 2004). There are several rationales for 
choosing qualitative research for this study: 
1. Under the background of the recent “textual turn”, border studies are focusing 
increasingly on textual interpretation and (second-hand data) analysis instead of 
time-consuming empirical study (Paasi 2005, pp. 668-669). Hence, substantial 
fieldwork on border studies is needed, especially on the neighborhood scale, where 
not much field work has contributed theoretically. 
2. Qualitative research into residential borderland is useful to describe the complex 
debordering and rebordering processes in depth and to contribute to theoretical 
reflections.
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3. In doing so, it is necessary to explore the actions of different related actors, inclu-
ding the residents of the gated community and its neighboring urban village as well 
as of local government and developers through qualitative interviews. 
Another issue of research design is case selection. There are two different research strate-
gies with respective advantages.  One is a multiple cases strategy, which offers the advan-
tage of comparison. The other is a single case strategy, which allows deep familiarity with 
the case area. herBert (2010, p. 75) argues that “deep familiarity with a single case ma-
kes it easier to move continually between theoretical propositions and empirical findings; 
one can revise concepts in light of ongoing research, and redirect with evolving concepts”. 
Also, ragin (1992, p. 5) points out that “this feature explains why small-N qualitative re-
search is most often at the forefront of theoretical development. When N’s are large, there 
are few opportunities for revising a case.” The purpose of qualitative research is to answer 
the key research questions and to explore the phenomena through in-depth surveying. 
Choice of strategy depends on the research questions and objectives. This study explores 
the processes of debordering and rebordering and seeks to understand their reasons rather 
than to engage in comparison. A single case study can answer research questions well, so 
this study adopts a single-case strategy and selects therefor a typical residential borderland 
located in suburban Guangzhou. It consists of a gated community named Clifford Estate 
together with its neighboring urban village, Zhongyi Village. 
The single case area is selected based on a preliminary investigation of and comparison 
among three different types of gated communities (Figure 2). Afterwards one of these 
was selected for the in-depth case study. Among the considerable factors impacting what 
flows between a gated community and its neighboring village, the supply of neigh-
borhood facilities in a gated community (its self-sufficiency or lack thereof) would be a 
factor strongly impacting the relationship between a gated community and its neighbo-
ring poor area. If a sufficient supply of facilities and services exists inside a suburban 
gated community, its residents might not need to enter the neighboring village to obtain 
daily necessities but rather can obtain the services or goods in the city center or inside 
the community. Therefore, as identified later in Chapter 6.2.1, there are three types of 
residential borderland based on the layout and supply model of neighborhood facilities 
in a gated community: a self-sufficient type, an open-oriented type, and a publically 
supplied type. 
The choice of one typical case proceeded as follows. First, three corresponding residenti-
al borderlands (Shunde Country Garden, Clifford Estate, and Jinxiu Garden) were se-
lected for observation in order to compare the flows of people across the respective bor-
ders. Then the residential borderland of Clifford Estate was selected as the single case 
area, for two reasons. First, with respect to the supply pattern of the neighborhood facili-
ties in a gated community, Clifford Estate (an open-oriented type) occupies the middle, 
35Methodology and methods
whereas the other two types of gated communities are at the extremes. Second, Clifford 
Estate is selected because it typically shows the same strong flow of residents from the 
gated community to its surrounding village as the other two case areas.
This study adopts qualitative research methods to explore the processes of debordering 
and rebordering. Maxwell (2012) develops a useful, research-questions-oriented model 
for qualitative research design that includes five components: goals, a conceptual frame-
work, research questions, methods, and validity. Teddlie and Tashakkori (2006) divi-
de the research processes into a conceptualization stage, an experiential stage and an in-
ferential stage; however, the whole process can involve more than one phase (or strand). 
The conceptualization stage includes the formulation of research purposes and questions. 
The experiential stage includes methodological operations, data generation, and analysis. 
The inferential stage is dedicated to abstract explanations and understanding, including 
emerging theories and explanations. In this study, the multi-phases are integrated into 
Maxwell’s (2012) qualitative research design model. The resulting research design in-
cludes six components: theoretical reflection, research questions, research methods, re-
search phases, validity, and goals (Figure 3). 
Figure 2: A visualization of the selection strategy for a single typical case
Source:  Illustration by author
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Figure 3: A visualization of the general research design













































Validity tests and approxim
ation to the research goals
Semi-structured
interview
Research phase IV:  2014-2015  





































How do the 








Why, and under 
what structural 
and contextual 



















In order to obtain rich data and to secure long-term involvement in the research area, 
fieldwork was staggered into three rounds over three years. The research process consists 
of four phases. Research phase I consists of the work of conceptualization and the first 
round of fieldwork. In this phase, the research purpose, research questions, and theoreti-
cal framework are formulated and yield a sound basis for the second round of fieldwork. 
Research phase II involves the second round of fieldwork as well as the experiential and 
inferential analyses. This phase generated rich empirical data. Based on the collected data, 
the primary experiential and inferential analyses were conducted. Research phase III 
comprised a short period of supplementary investigation as well as advanced experiential 
and inferential analyses. Phase IV synthesizes the results and draws the final conclusion. 
In the course of research, some procedures are followed throughout each phase:
1. The empirical work and data analysis are in dialogue with theoretical reflections in 
each stage.  
2. The validity of qualitative research is evaluated at each stage. Deviation and bias 
in field work are avoided to the greatest extent possible through corrections and 
prompt revision in subsequent empirical work.
3. The processes of each phase are guided by the research questions and objectives 
presented in Chapter 1. 
4.2 Methods 
The methods of semi-structured interviews and observation by following, as associated 
with some other methods, i.e. literature review and second-hand data analysis, were se-
lected for this study. To avoid systematic biases from a single interview method, the de-
sign included a methodological triangulation. The methods of semi-structured interviews 
and observation by following were designed to explore the debordering and rebordering 
processes between a gated community and an urban village. 
4.2.1 Semi-structured interviews 
There is a continuum of qualitative interviews ranging from structured to unstructured 
(LincoLn and Guba 1985, p. 269). Occupying the middle of this continuum  are semi-
structured interviews, in which some questions are determined in advance, but open-en-
ded questions are allowed and the conversations are conducted as interactions (Dunn 
2005, p. 80). The semi-structured, in-depth interviews are organized in stages and mainly 
carried out in the case study area. The semi-structured interview is designed to explore 
the processes of debordering and rebordering.
The semi-structured interview is guided by some basic questions (see Appendix 1) but 
ensures open-ended questions during the interview. The target groups for interviews are 
Methodology and methods38
the residents of Clifford Estate, the residents of Zhongyi Village, the developer, and the 
local government (in detail, see Appendix 2). In all, 62 interviews were conducted in the 
Clifford Estate area (Table 1), and 15 and 2 interviews were conducted in Shunde Country 
Garden and Jinxiu Garden, respectively1. Interviews lasted between 15 and 80 minutes. 
All the interviews in Clifford Estate area were voice-recorded by a professional-quality 
recorder using an external microphone. All voices were recorded clearly enough to be 
transcribed. The interview of village cadres was a group interview. 
Gaining access to the targeted group is a challenge for most qualitative research. The 
study utilized several strategies depending on the group.  For interviews in the gated 
community in Clifford Estate, a temporary entrance card was obtained through personal 
contacts living inside. There is a recreational lake inside Clifford Estate at which many 
residents linger. Most of the first-stage interviews were done at this site. The second- and 
third-round interview sites were more diversified across different areas of Clifford Estate 
including each sub-divided residential area, the Clifford bus station area, and the Clifford 
commercial area. Interviewing the indigenous villagers in Zhongyi Village followed a 
strategy of continual visits. Although there is no entry restriction to Zhongyi Village, it 
was challenging to interview local villagers there, who normally refused to talk at first. 
Only after several regular visits did they become familiar with this study and were glad 
1 Three of the interviews with residents became a sort of group interview in which other people got involved; however, 
each of these kept a main informant. In interview No. 33 for instance, with a mother and daughter resting at the side of 
a lake in Clifford Estate, I mainly interviewed the daughter, but her mother sometimes contributed too.
Source: Compiled by author
Table 1: Interviews at Clifford Estate area 
Interviewee source Informants’ status Number of interviews
Clifford Estate 
Permanent residents (housing owners) 22
Temporary residents (renters) 3
Zhongyi Village
Indigenous villagers 10
Rural migrants (floating population) 21
Property company Employees of Clifford Estate (guards, drivers) 3
Local government
Village cadres (group interview) 1
Local urban planners 2
Total 62
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to talk. Compared to indigenous villagers, migrants were easier to interview. Giving a 
cigarette or small gift to informants and showing them identification proved helpful in 
gaining their confidence. The selected interviewees span different genders, ages, and eco-
nomic statuses. In order to access to the different groups, varied interview locations were 
chosen. 
The Clifford Estate development company declined a formal interview because it still has 
land under development and did not want to become the focus of research. In order to 
offset the weakness, informal interviews with Clifford Estate employees (including a 
Clifford guard, a bus driver, and a property agent) were conducted. Secondary data were 
collected, including news reports and website materials. The interviews with urban plan-
ners and village cadres were facilitated by a government contact. On the evening of every 
interview day, the recorded data were sorted and numbered, and information about each 
interview was briefly transcribed including features of the interviewee, the interview site, 
and the key contents of interview.
4.2.2 Observation by following
Participant observation is a traditional method for data collection. The researcher obser-
ves the everyday activities of insiders, seeking to uncover, make accessible, and gain a 
deep understanding of an aspect of meaning or a reality of human existence as viewed 
from the standpoint of the insiders (sPradley 1980; Jorgensen 1989). The method of 
participant observation is especially appropriate for exploring social phenomena about 
which is little known or which is to some extent obscured, as when the behavior of in-
terest is hidden from public view (Jorgensen 1989). As reviewed in Chapter 2.3.3, it is 
controversial whether gatedness exacerbates social exclusion and segregation, and empi-
rical results differ from one social context to the next. Within China there are two voices, 
one holding that gated communities increase residential segregation and another that ga-
ted communities next to villages alleviate social segregation. A variety of empirical work 
is necessary to address this controversy. Participant observation is an appropriate method 
for exploring the connection between two enclaves in such circumstances.  
Based on the role of researchers engaged in participant observation, gold (1958) put 
forward a participation continuum ranging from complete participant, to observer-as-
participant (more participant than observer), to participant-as-observer (more observer 
than participant), and finally to complete observer (no participation). The method of ob-
servation by following is consistent with a participant-as-observer role of the researcher, 
who follows the observation objects and records their actives. A similar method was used 
by Jirón (2011) during research on mobility practices; she depicted the method as one of 
becoming a shadow of the observation objects. 
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Table 2: The record table of observation by following (sample list)
Source: Compiled by author
Observation site: Clifford Estate/Zhongyi Village Date: 30/12/2012
Note: Informants are categorized into four basic age groups: child (referenced age: less than 6), youth and young adults 
(referenced age: 6-35 years), middle-aged adults (referenced age: 36-55), and older people (referenced age: older 
than 55 years).  The estimated age of informants is based on the observer’s judgment. Two principles have been 
used for the age judgment: the informants’ features, including their dress, hair, facial appearance and figure; and the 
informants’ relation to their companions if applicable, for instance, whether they are accompanied by their family 





















































Q-1 09:01 1 1 No 0 1 0 Zhongyi Food Market
For the service of 
Sewing clothes
Q-2 09:08 1 1 No 0 0 1 Zhongyi Food Market
Buy food
Q-3 09:13 1 1 No 0 1 0 Zhongyi Food Market
Buy food
Q-4 09:22 1 1 No 1 0 0 Greenery bakery in Zhongfu Mall
Working (an em-
ployee at bakery)
Q-5 09:25 1 1 No 0 0 1 Food market in Zhongfu Mall
Buy food
Q-6 09:30 1 1 No 0 1 0 Xinhe supermarket in Zhongfu Mall
Shopping
Q-7 09:34 1 1 No 0 0 1 Xinhe supermarket in Zhongfu Mall
Shopping
Q-8 09:38 2 2 No 2 0 0 Barber shop in Zhongfu Mall
Haircut
Q-9 09:41 1 1 No 1 0 0 Xinhe supermarket in Zhongfu Mall
Shopping
Q-10 09:45 5 2 3 No 3 0 2 Food market in Zhongfu Mall
Buy food
Q-11 09:48 2 1 1 No 2 0 0 Food market in Zhongfu Mall
Buy food
Q-12 09:53 1 1 No 0 0 1 Food market in Zhongfu Mall
Buy food
Q-13 09:55 3 2 1 No 2 0 1 Zhongyi Food Market
Buy food
Q-14 09:58 1 1 No 0 0 1 Zhongyi Food Market
Buy food
Q-15 10:05 2 1 1 No 2 0 0
Duobao house-





The decision to adopt this strategy came in light of the fact that most of the gated commu-
nities in Panyu have at least one small, pedestrian gate to the neighboring village for the 
sake of convenience. A great number of gated community residents will use the small 
gate to visit the neighboring village on foot. Hence, observation by following is designed 
to ascertain why this group of gated community residents goes to the village area, where 
they go, and how different people perceive boundary.
Depending on the type of residential borderlands (identified in Chapter 6.2.1), one of 
each of the three types of gated communities has been selected for participant observati-
on. The selected gated communities are Clifford Estate, Shunde Country Garden, and 
Jinxiu Garden. However, Clifford Estate is selected as the single case site for qualitative 
research. The inclusion of the other two sites in the design, Shunde Country Garden and 
Jinxiu Garden, is meant to provide contrast at the conceptualization stage, to explore the 
features of how persons flow from the gated community into neighboring village, and to 
identify the common features of the selected single case area. 
Besides the author, two student assistants from the Guangzhou Institute of Geography 
were employed and received training in observation by following. They were asked to 
maintain a certain distance from their subjects. Residents of gated communities who pass 
through the small gate to the neighboring area are the target group for observation. Each 
observation was recorded in a dedicated table. The table, depicted in Table 2, recorded the 
time, the subject’s gender and approximate age, and the destination of each trip.  
The observations by following were conducted over the course of a given day, from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p. m., successively and on an individual basis. In total, the observation yielded 481 
samples at three case sites, including 110 in Shunde Country Garden, 111 Jinxiu Garden, 
and 260 in Clifford Estate. The method of observation by following allows the researcher 
to get a first idea of the daily routines of residents moving to neighboring village area, 
such as where they went and what they did in the neighboring village area.
4.2.3 Second-hand data sources
Beside the data collected from the first-hand survey, second-hand data were also colle-
cted. The collected secondary data include related academic literature, the Yearbook of 
Statistics, news reports and website materials, the data of Sixth National Population Cen-
sus (SNPC) of the People’s Republic of China, land use investigation data, and text docu-
ments of urban planning and design. The second-hand data has been used to analyze the 
background of the development of residential borderlands as well as the structural and 
contextual conditions of debordering and rebordering. 
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4.3 Data collection 
4.3.1 Research phase I: conceptualization 
The research started with a review of literature on gated communities and enclave urba-
nism. The literature review covered the reasons for the proliferation of gated communi-
ties and the consequences of gated enclaves, and in particular the relationship between a 
gated community and its poor neighboring residential area. The phenomenon of a gated 
community abutting villages in suburban Guangzhou appeared as a compelling object for 
study and attracted the research attention of the author.  
The first round fieldwork took place from September to December of 2012 and included 
observation by following at three case sites as well as semi-structured interviews. In this 
phase, the observation by following was done first. Then, after a certain amount of obser-
vation data was collected, the focus shifted in particular to Clifford Estate for more de-
tailed, in-depth semi-structured interviews. In total, 34 interviews were completed in the 
first round. However, some interviews were also conducted in the other two gated com-
munities. These include 15 interviews in Shunde Country Garden and two interviews in 
Jinxiu Garden. 
Based on the results of the first round of collected data and the constant search for theo-
retical support, structuration theory and national borders theory entered the research’s 
scope. The literature of national borders in political geography was scrutinized for a me-
ans of introducing the theory of borders and its perspectives into this research. Late in this 
phase, by way of constant dialogue between the findings from fieldwork and theory, the 
theoretical framework was formed.
4.3.2 Research phase II and III: experiential and inferential analyses 
The second stage fieldwork investigated debordering and rebordering practices and was 
conducted from September until the end of October of 2013. In total, 22 in-depth inter-
views were done, including nine interviews with Clifford Estate residents, ten interviews 
with residents of Zhongyi Village, and one interview with a Clifford guard and two local 
urban planners, respectively. After the rich data were collected, the primary experiential 
and inferential analyses followed, including analysis of the processes of debordering and 
rebordering in functional, symbolic, and social network dimensions. 
The third-stage fieldwork explored the driving forces and conditions in which deborde-
ring and rebordering are practiced. It occurred during a short period in November, 2014. 
Here, interviews mainly focused on the institution of the household registration system 
and its impacts on borders. A group interview of the Zhongyi Village committee as well 
as five additional semi-structured interviews of residents were completed in this stage. 
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The group interview was held at the office of the Zhongyi Village committee. Six village 
cadres and a town cadre attended the group interview. The intensive, multiple stages of 
fieldwork at the case study site enabled the author to go beyond the prejudiced attitudes 
of a small portion of the residents and record different views reflecting different social 
situations. A comprehensive perspective on the research area thereby took shape. 
Data collection was followed by the advanced experiential and inferential analyses. The 
importance of the dynamics of social, economic, and political context became apparent. 
The focus shifted accordingly to the analysis of structural and contextual factors involved 
in the debordering and rebordering practices.
4.3.3 Research phase IV: synthesis and conclusion 
First during this phase all data collected throughout the entirety of the research phases 
were evaluated, compared, and synthesized. Comparison of empirical results from semi-
structured interviews and observation by following reveals a convergent outcome of tri-
angulation. Second, based on abstraction from the empirical findings, the theoretical fra-
mework was ultimately confirmed. The empirical findings and explanation were 
synthesized into the theoretical framework (see Chapter 8.1). Third, conclusions were 
drawn and future research proposed. The last step was to compose the doctoral thesis. All 
photographs and informants remained anonymous during the writing of the dissertation. 
4.4 Methods of analysis
4.4.1 Transcription 
o’connell and kowal (1999) describe spoken discourse as consisting of verbal features 
(e.g., words, word fragments), prosodic features (e.g., rhythm, intonation, pitch, volume), 
paralinguistic features (e.g., laughter, audible breaths, sighs), and extra-linguistic features 
(e.g., gestures, fidgeting, gaze), pauses, and various contextual cues. This study transcri-
bed the main verbal information rather than all the discourse features. All verbal informa-
tion was recorded as verbatim transcription. During verbatim transcription, a foot pedal 
mechanism was used to control playback progress of the audio recording. In order to 
avoid reducing the contents of interviews by way of translating the transcripts into English, 
the audio recordings were transcribed in Chinese on Microsoft word and analyzed in a 
Chinese language setting. The results of analysis were then translated into English for re-
porting purposes. During the transcription, important contents of interviews were marked. 
4.4.2 Coding 
A qualitative content analysis method was used to analyze the interview data. Qualitative 
content analysis examines language intensely to classify a great deal of text into an effi-
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cient set of broader categories. These categories can represent either explicit or inferred 
meanings (Weber 1990). The major function of content analysis is to provide knowledge 
and understanding of undiscovered phenomenon (DoWne-WambolDt 1992, p. 314). 
Content analysis involved a three-step process: 1) data reduction, 2) data display, and 
3) conclusion-drawing and verification (miles and Huberman 1994). HsieH and sHan-
non (2005) have identified three approaches to content analysis: conventional content 
analysis (coding categories starting from the collected data); directed content analysis 
(coding categories deriving directly from a theory or relevant research findings); and 
summative content analysis (coding categories constituted through counting and compa-
ring keywords derived from review of literature or interests of the researcher) . 
 The first-round collected interview data 
 Coding through conventional content analysis 
 Initial conceptions and codes formulation 
 Ordering and displaying the results 
 Conclusion drawing and final verifying by
reference back to original data
 Combining with theoretical definition,
generated the initial categories  
Verifying by using second-round collected




coding the interview 
data collected 
during first-round 
fieldwork   
Phase 2: 
coding the interview 
data collected 
during second-round 
fieldwork   
Figure 4: The application of content analysis
Source:  Illustration by author
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In this study, coding of the empirical data was designed to consist of two phases based on 
the data collected during different stages of the research. The total coding process is de-
picted in Figure 4. Phase 1 involved the transcription and coding of the data collected 
during first-stage fieldwork. The first-stage interview data were coded through conventi-
onal content analysis. The analysis was conducted stepwise by reference to the method 
described in hsieh and shannon (2005). Initial conceptions were formed in this phase 
about such phenomena as flows of people, security, othering, and social ties. The initial 
conceptions thus formed were in dialogue with the theory, yielding categories such as the 
functional, symbolic, and social networks dimensions of debordering and rebordering 
processes.
In Phase 2, the initial categories formed during the first-round coding become the basis 
for the coding of the data collected during second-round fieldwork; however, the initial 
categories were also improved and verified in the second-round coding. Hence, the se-
cond-stage analysis of interview data became a directed content analysis. Next, the final 
categories were formulated, and data were organized into displays. Finally, conclusions 
were drawn and verified by reference back to the original data. 
4.4.3 The analysis of the data collected from observation 
The observation data as recorded was entered using Microsoft Office Excel software. The 
purpose of the activities of the gated community residents visiting the village area was 
coded. The short-trip purpose was coded into various broader categories (see Chapter 
6.2.3). The analysis of purposes was done through a statistical analysis based on the cate-
gories. The data from three case sites were compared. The purpose was to locate simila-
rities and differences among the sites and prove the generality of the selected single case 
site.  

5 The national and urban conditions of bordering
China launched a policy of reform and opening up in 1978. Accompanying the process of 
opening up, a set of institutional reforms, including the land reform, the household regis-
tration (“hukou”) system reform, and the housing reform, have been undertaken to chan-
ge the centrally planned economy of Mao’s period into a market-oriented economy. 
madrazo and kemPen (2012) argue that the influence of the state, its institutions, and 
of China’s cultural background go a long way toward explaining China’s divided cities. 
This chapter first explains border formation regarding the institutional reforms in China, 
including the land, hukou system and housing reforms. Later, the social settings of socio-
spatial transformation and urbanization are introduced. Finally, the research focuses 
down to the urban level, exploring the urban conditions of bordering, which consist of a 
trend of suburbanization and policies of administrative adjustment and “converting vil-
lages to communities”.
5.1 The dual land use system and its impacts
5.1.1 The setting of the contemporary land use system
The contemporary Chinese urban-rural dual land use system came about with the 1986 
Land Administration Law (LAL). The LAL placed all land in the hands of the state or the 
village collective; there is no private land. When the People’s Republic of China was es-
tablished, a great deal of land was privately owned. However, under the first Constitution 
of China, the central government started to confiscate private land in 1954. It adopted two 
methods. One, privately owned housing was confiscated by the state to be leased to those 
in need of housing, though the owners could receive a certain amount of the rental pro-
ceeds (in Chinese: guojia jingzhu), and the land attached to the property was accordingly 
confiscated. Meanwhile private sector-owned land was confiscated as “joint state-private 
ownership” (in Chinese: gongsi heying). By the end of the 1950s, almost all urban private 
land had been confiscated and transferred to state ownership (zhu 1994; lin and ho 
2005). The latest Constitution, of 19821, provided that all urban land belongs to state, so 
that private land ownership was terminated officially and legally. 
However, according to the political and economic philosophy of Marxism, which aims to 
annihilate exploitation, land had not been considered an element of production until 1988 
(zhang 1997b). At that time, there were three features of land use: first, urban land was 
allocated to a user of the land without payment; second, the land was held indefinitely; 
third, it was proscribed to sell, buy, or transfer the land. That land was obtained without 
payment resulted in inefficient use and largely wasted land resources. After the open door 
1 There have been four constitutions in China: the 1954 Constitution, the 1975 Constitution, the 1978 Constitution, and 
the 1982 Constitution. The 1982 Constitution is the presently valid version; however, it has undergone four amend-
ments, in 1988, 1993, 1999, and 2004.  
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policy importing the Western market mechanism into China, the original Marxist view of 
land as a natural resource without economic attribution was no longer applicable to eco-
nomic development. The first ground-breaking experiment with the transfer of land use 
rights took place in 1987 in the Special Economic Zone (SEZ) of Shenzhen. Afterwards, 
the 1988 amendment to the 1982 Constitution officially allowed for transfer of urban land 
use rights (tang 1989). The change in the land use system gave birth to the land market. 
The reformed land use system has three main features. First, land use rights are distingu-
ished from land ownership (zhang 1997b). Accordingly, land ownership permanently 
resides in the village collective and the state, while the right to use the land is leased. 
Therefore, a private individual or corporation can only own the right to use the land, not 
the land itself. The urban land use right is also time-limited: the right to use residential 
land is leased for 70 years; industrial, educational, cultural, health, sports, and mixed-use 
land for 50 years; and land for commercial, entertainment, and tourism uses is subject to 
the shortest lease period of 40 years. Second, the land in urban areas falls under state 
ownership, while rural land falls under the ownership of the village collective. Ownership 
of rural land falls to the village collectives, where land use rights are leased to rural 
households (dong 1996; kung 2002). Third, the state monopolizes the supply of land 
(ho and sPoor 2006). Peasants are forbidden to transfer their agricultural land use rights 
to non-agricultural uses or transfer their land-use rights of housing land (in Chinese: 
zaijidi) to non-agricultural hukou holders. All rural land meant for urban development is 
first subject to expropriation by the government into the state ownership before it can 
supply the land market.
5.1.2 The production of residential borderlands 
Residential borderlands result from the dual land use system and the derivative dual land 
market. In the process depicted in Figure 5, the local government, on behalf of the state, 
expropriates agricultural land. The village collective obtains a certain amount of compen-
sation for the requisitioned land, and the compensation fee is allocated to individual vil-
lage households through the village collective. 
Rural village land takes two basic forms: farmland and built-up land. The land requisition 
process provides different standards of compensation for farmland and built-up land. The 
LAL provides three components to the compensation fee for requisitioned farmland: the 
compensation fee for the land itself, a resettlement fee, and a fee for improvements or 
young crops on the land. The standard compensation fee for land is three to ten times the 
annual average agricultural output value calculated from the previous three years’ ave-
rage land productivity. The standard compensation fee for the resettlement is four to six 
times the average annual output value of the expropriated agricultural land. The standard 
compensation fee for improvements and young crops is prescribed by local governments 
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directly. Article 47 of the LAL provides that the total compensation fee in total should not 
exceed fifteen times the average annual output value calculated from the preceding three 
years’ output. However, the LAL does not clearly prescribe the standard compensation 
fees for the built-up land. The expropriation of built-up land involves housing demolition 
and resettlement of residents, and the procedure is more complicated and expensive than 
the expropriation of farmland. Because of this, the local government normally only ex-
propriates the farmland, which it can do at low cost, while the built-up village land is 
bypassed during the process of urban expansion.
The expropriation of the farmland separated the village into two parts: the bypassed rural 
built-up land and the requisitioned farmland that has become urban construction land2. 
The former remains as it was while the local government places the latter into the land 
market for urban development. The villagers are excluded from the land market in the 
process and have no opportunity to share in the land value appreciation achieved by the 
land development projects (Wang and Scott 2008). The low compensation for cultiva-
2 The villages in Guangdong province can keep a small part of the agricultural land as economic development reservati-
on land after land expropriation. The local policy provides for the municipalities to retain a small proportion (about 10 
to 15 percent) of arable land for the village to develop secondary or tertiary industry in order to maintain the livelihood 
of villagers after land expropriation. 
Figure 5: The process of land expropriation and the creation of residential borders
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ted land has caused many conflicts between villagers and local governments (keliang 
and Prosterman 2007). 
China has a dual-track land use right conveyance system involving an administrative al-
location method and a price mechanism that coexist in the land market (zhang 1997b). 
The price mechanism has existed since the mid-1990s, since which time the number of 
land conveyances under the price mechanism has grown steadily. Since 2001, the admi-
nistrative allocation method no longer dominates conveyances of land use rights. Both 
the number of cases and the area of land whose use rights were conveyed under the price 
mechanism has exceeded what has taken place under the administrative allocation since 
then (lin and ho 2005). 
Local governments employ three approaches to leasing land under the price mechanism: 
negotiation, tender, and auction. The method of negotiation accounts for a large proporti-
on of all conveyances of land use rights; for instance, 86 % of land conveyances were 
accomplished by the method of closed-door negotiation between 1995 and 2002 (lin and 
ho 2005) and more than 50 % were still being accomplished this way in 2007 (wang, et 
al. 2012). 
The key reason why local governments zealously expropriated rural land is to obtain 
local extra-budgetary revenue. The tax system reform of 1994 brought about a frame-
work of tax sharing between the state and local governments. Land revenue as an extra-
budgetary fund has become one of the most important financial devices for the local 
government to promote urban construction and development. For the purpose of attrac-
ting foreign investment and stimulating local economic development, the local govern-
ment must improve urban infrastructure. However, when the local government lacks 
public financing for infrastructure investment, land leasing revenues become the main 
financing source. 
The opportunity for political promotions is one of the main forces driving local govern-
ments to stimulate economic and urban development. The central government has also 
made continued economic growth its central mission. Economic development goals as 
measured by GDP growth were prescribed in a series of Five-Year Plans. In order to 
achieve the development goals, an economic growth index was assigned to each local 
government. Hence, the growth of GDP has become one of the most important indexes 
for evaluating the political achievement of local governments.
In sum, the dual rural-urban land use system has, on one hand, allowed local governments 
to derive massive revenues from land. Local governments only expropriated farmland 
and excluded rural built-up land in order to maximize their profits from land expropriati-
on, and this has prevented a renewal of built-up rural areas under a market approach and 
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created the urban village in the city. On the other hand, the institutional reform that sepa-
rated land use rights from land ownership rights has fostered the land market and a deve-
lopmental real estate industry (Hu and Kaplan 2001). However, the exclusion of rural 
land from the land market also curbs the renewal of rural built-up land under a market 
approach. When requisitioned farmland is developed as commercial housing in the form 
of a gated community adjacent to rural built-up area, it creates a residential borderland.
5.2 The hukou system 
5.2.1 The creation of hukou system
Much like the institution of propiska implemented in the former USSR, the hukou is re-
sidency permit tied to political and economic rights and is considered a product of the 
socialist economy. The hukou system was set up in 1958 and strictly enforced from 1960. 
It involves a register of population and households and regulates internal movements of 
people based on residence registration (CHeng and Selden 1994). There are four salient 
attributes of the hukou system. First, hukou determines a person’s status as part of the 
urban or rural population and distinguishes the two. Second, hukou indicates the person’s 
location as either local (in Chinese: bendi) hukou or non-local/external (in Chinese: wai-
lai) hukou, and the system strictly restricts members of the rural population from migra-
ting to urban areas (Yang 1993). As Table 3 shows, depending on hukou type and place 
of registration, the population can be classified into four categories: the agricultural huk-
ou holders living in urban areas, agricultural hukou holders living in rural areas, non-ag-
ricultural holders living in urban areas, and non-agricultural hukou holders living in rural 
areas (CHan 2009). 
Table 3: Major constituent groupings of agricultural and non-agricultural populations 
by hukou status and location
Source: Chan (2009, p. 202).
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Third, hukou defines a person’s entitlements with respect to land-use rights and state-
provided welfare. Only non-agricultural hukou holders are eligible for state-provided 
welfare, while only agricultural hukou holders are eligible to profit economically from 
the village collective and to own housing land. Fourth, hukou has a descendible feature: 
wherever a child is born, he or she will inherit his or her parents’ hukou status. 
The basic function of hukou is to create a registry of the population for purposes of stati-
stics, tax collection, and conscription. However, hukou defines eligibility for state-provi-
ded welfare, limits population migration, and restricts the status transfer from rural to 
urban hukou. It has been met by many social criticisms. 
5.2.2 The reform of hukou system 
In the wake of reforms and opening-up, rapid industrialization required massive labor in 
the city. The way hukou restricts the rural population from migrating to the city is not 
suitable for economic development. Hence, in order to make up for the gap between labor 
and demand in cities, many measures have been implemented to make the hukou system 
more flexible (zhang 2012a). Two approaches have relaxed hukou restrictions. One has 
been a loosening of the restriction on transfers from agricultural to non-agricultural huk-
ou, through a policy called nongzhuanfei (in Chinese). Nongzhuanfei encompasses the 
status transfers from B to D, A to C, and B to C in Table 3. The following are hukou 
transfer pathways from agricultural to non-agricultural hukou: 1) Zhaosheng: recruited 
for enrollment in an institution of higher-education; 2) Zhaogong: recruited as a perma-
nent employee by a state-owned enterprise; 3) Zhengdi: displaced due to state-initiated 
land expropriation; 4) Zhaogang: promoted to administrative positions; 5) Qianyi: relo-
cated because of family crises; 6) Canjun: joining the army and demobilized to cities; 7) 
Other: deemed to belong to special categories (chan 2009).
The other approach is to relax migration controls to enable and facilitate the rural popu-
lation migrating to the city. Many special types of residential registration have been intro-
duced: 1) The “self-supplied township hukou” (in Chinese: zili kouliang hukou); 2) “tem-
porary residential permit” (in Chinese: zanzhuzheng); and 3) the “blue-stamp hukou” (in 
Chinese: lanyin hukou). The temporary residential permit was first invented by the city of 
Shenzhen in 1984 and then adopted by other cities. However, it was terminated in 2014. 
The temporary residential permit was issued to migrants with legitimate jobs or busi-
nesses in the city. The blue-stamp hukou was first implemented by the local government 
between 1992 and 2000 and issued to investors, buyers of property, and professionals in 
order to attract capital and a well-educated population (tao 2008). 
The policy of nongzhuanfei is designed to transfer rural hukou into non-agricultural huk-
ou with full entitlement to state-provided welfare; however, compared to the huge floa-
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ting population (see below at Chapter 5.4.2), the hukou transfer index in the city is scarce. 
The relaxation of rural-to-urban migration is only to facilitate the rural population migra-
ting into the city rather than to provide an entitlement to state-provided welfare. In 2004 
a new measure was introduced in some cities called the point system. The hukou point 
system provides talented migrants the chance to apply for urban hukou by accumulating 
points. However, zhang (2012b) criticizes that the point system is a strategy to include 
a selected minority while excluding the majority of migrants. 
5.2.3 Entitlements of agricultural versus non-agricultural hukou holders
Hukou is a strictly institutional barrier for people seeking to settle in a host city. The hu-
kou system as a residence registration system would not be different from the registration 
permit in the western part of the country but for the fact that the hukou system also de-
fines an entitlement to state-provided welfare. Based on hukou status, different groups of 
people are eligible for distinct welfare (Table 4). Urban hukou holders have a broad scope 
of entitlement to state-provided welfare that includes education, health care, social secu-
rity, employment, housing etc. Rural hukou holders on the other hand have the collective’s 
land use rights and the right to have a second child, provided that the parents both hold 
rural hukou and the first child is a girl. The state welfare system is designed based on the 
hukou system such that migrants that lack local urban hukou cannot share public services 
(e.g., free education, health care, and pensions) the same way registered residents can. 
Rural hukou holders who are not eligible for state welfare are therefore akin to inferior or 
second-class citizens in the city (chan and Buckingham 2008). 
5.2.4 The impact of hukou system on the border
Hukou as an institution plays a prominent role in explaining how residential borderland 
comes into being. In the pre-reform era, China strictly implemented the hukou institution 
and restricted the population’s movement both from rural to urban dwelling and among 
different cities. In the post-reform era, the hukou institution was relaxed to facilitate in-
ternal movements, which spurred a massive rural migration to urban areas. However, af-
ter the migrants arrived in the city, most of them were unable to transfer their rural hukou 
into an urban hukou. This group of people is called the floating population, who without 
local urban hukou are excluded from the state welfare system. State-subsidized housing 
excluded the rural migrants on one hand; and on the other hand, they could not afford 
commodity housing. They therefore were forced into urban low rent areas, creating mi-
grant enclaves in urban areas (shen 2002; liu and wu 2006). Thus the hukou system as 
a legal institution affects people’s lives to such an extent that it forms the core of the re-
sidential border, dividing inhabitants into urban versus rural, permanent versus temporary, 
and indigenous versus migrating. 
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5.3 Housing reform and its impacts 
5.3.1 A brief review of the process of housing reform 
In the pre-reform era, the work-unit-based housing welfare system was implemented after 
the People’s Republic of China was established in 1949. This system is characterized by 
a socialist ideology, a welfare philosophy, and clan traditions (zhao and Bourassa 
2003). Housing policy during Mao’s era was full of ideology and politics (zhang 1997a). 
The purpose of this welfare system was to provide low-cost, decent housing to urban 
dwellers (yu 2006), which was regarded as an essential symbol of “the superiority of 
socialism over capitalism” (lim and lee 1990). As mentioned above in connection with 
the process whereby private land was transferred to state ownership, most urban private 
housing entered state ownership in the 1950s under the traditional socialist goals of eli-
mination of exploitation and social injustice. There was no housing market in this period. 
The national government saw it as its duty to provide housing. The state government or-
ganized the production, allocation, and administration of housing. Housing was seen as a 
welfare subsidy allocated to people for low rents or free of rent, and this has become a 
serious financial burden on the state. Because the housing industry was deemed unpro-
ductive, the state was reluctant to invest in development or improved housing conditions 
(yu 2006). Housing shortages and substandard housing conditions became serious pro-
blems during the pre-reform period. In addition, the exclusively administrative allocation 
of housing inevitably led to corruption. The quasi-clan system brought housing inequity 
among different work units (zhao and Bourassa 2003).    
Housing reform began in 1978 with the aim of transforming the state welfare housing 
system into a market-oriented system of providing housing. The original and direct dri-
ving force behind housing reform was to solve the above-mentioned severe problems. 
The main elements of housing reform were rent reform, privatization of public housing, 
and the setting up of a housing market (chen and han 2014). In 1998, the state ceased 
to allocate welfare housing altogether and replaced it with a monetarized housing distri-
bution system. This ushered in the new era of market-dominated urban housing (wang 
2001). Housing privatization, commercialization, and socialization have become the 
main features of the housing system (zhao and Bourassa 2003).
5.3.2 The social spatial impacts of housing reform
One of the most important socio-spatial impacts of housing reform is that it sorts people 
into different social groups and places of accommodation (wu 2005). Before the housing 
reform, the sorting process was based on state redistribution. Urban residents commonly 
accommodated in municipal housing were sorted into various work-unit compounds 
through state-run redistribution. After housing reform, an open commodity housing mar-
ket was set up and the state government gradually retreated from providing housing, 
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which came to be dominated by a market mechanism. Different social groups are sorted 
by the mechanism of market-based allocation, for instance on the basis of housing af-
fordability. 
On one hand, after housing monetarization was implemented in 1998, public housing 
construction stagnated until 2006, leading to a shortage of public housing in urban areas. 
Meanwhile, limited public housing was only allocated to residents with urban hukou. 
With China’s rapid urbanization, a large class of rural-to-urban migrants emerged who 
were excluded from the housing security system because they lacked local urban hukou. 
Many of them were accommodated in urban village where shelter was in good supply and 
cheap (shen 2002; zhang, et al. 2003; wu 2008b). On the other hand, most commodity 
housing was built in the form of gated communities. Although the price of commodity 
housing varies, the average price is relatively high. Only those who can afford it can buy 
in and live inside. The result is that upper and middle-income classes are sorted into this 
higher quality, newly-built commodity housing. Hence, the gated communities and urban 
villages have emerged to accommodate the respective socioeconomic groups. For in-
stance, chen and sun (2007) have shown that people have been “sorted” into increasin-
gly varied, layered residential spaces in Shanghai. Social stratification, residential segre-
gation, and housing inequality have actually been exacerbated by housing reform (lee 
2000; lee and zhu 2006; yu 2006).
5.4 Socio-spatial transformation and urbanization 
5.4.1 Socio-spatial transformation 
China’s economy has undergone rapid economic development for more than 30 years, 
accompanied by massive socio-spatial restructuring and transformation. State-run plan-
ning economy has been undergoing transformation to a market-oriented economy through 
decentralization, marketization, and globalization (wei 2001).
First, with decentralization, much administrative power has shifted to local government. 
By and large the role of local governments has gone from that of implementing central 
plans to one of steering local economic and social development on their own initiative. 
The reform of the fiscal system is one of the most important devolutions. It divides taxa-
tion in into three parts: a central tax, a local tax and a share tax. In this the central and 
local government each has its respective tax revenue as well as part of the shared tax re-
venue. Devolution in the fiscal system has given local governments greater financial po-
wer. The reform provides the basis for “local-state corporatism” (oi 1992). Accompa-
nying the fiscal system reform is investment reform, which has granted local governments 
more administrative power to attract foreign investment in their city. dulBecco and 
renard (2003) demonstrate that institutional flexibility has emerged under the economic 
transformation towards market economy. harvey (1989) argued that the role of the state 
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had been changing from urban managerialism to urban entrepreneurialism. wu, et al. 
(2007) more recently pointed out that local governments have resorted to many develop-
ment strategies to compete with other domestic and global cities, with the philosophy of 
governance changing from the Keynesian welfare national state to a Schumpeterian 
workfare post-national regime. However, while most scholars have emphasized the role 
of local government, ma (2002) has taken another stance, emphasizing that the party-
state, as the ultimate decision-maker and regulator, has continuously played an important 
role in the multiple-scale urban economic actives despite a decentralization of national 
administrative and financial power to local states. 
Second, some scholars have explained China’s transition from the perspective of marke-
tization. wu (2008a) identifies neoliberalization as the huge transformation through 
which a market society was established in China. China’s marketization has proceeded in 
three stages. The first occurred in the realm of products and prices. After the reform, de-
cisions about production, products and their prices are determined more by market me-
chanisms rather than by central plan. The second stage is that the allocation and distribu-
tion of resources such as land, labor and finance has been turning over to the market. The 
final stage of marketization is privatization, in that a private sector has been permitted to 
develop. 
Third, the reform and opening up policies have attracted massive foreign investments. 
Opening up to the outside world, China timely caught the opportunity to develop eco-
nomically with the tide of a global shift. The outlines of the global shift were delineated 
by dicken (2003): global industrial capital has been moving from developed countries 
to less developed countries. The foreign investment has provided capital for Chinese 
economic development, promoted employment and stimulated urbanization and econo-
mical growth. Hence, the most important social transformation in China has been that 
from a centrally planned economy to a market-oriented economy. It has activated diffe-
rent actors, especially non-state actors, to act in the city according to a market mecha-
nism.
5.4.2 Urbanization 
wu, et al. (2007,  p. 5) have argued that the transition of China’s urban conditions can be 
depicted as moving from state-led, extensive industrialization to urban-based, intensive 
urbanization. Urbanization has been one of the most significant processes in China over 
the past three decades. The rapid development of urbanization in China has been unfol-
ding on two different tracks. One is traditional government-driven urbanization. The 
other is spontaneous urbanization derived from local development and spurred by market 
forces (zhu 1999). China’s urbanization is characterized by neoliberal urbanism and ra-
pid urban-centered wealth accumulation (he and wu 2009).  
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At the end of 2014, China’s total population on the mainland was 1,367.82 million with 
more than half (749.16 million) living in cities. The urbanization rate is 54.8 % or about 
three times higher than the 1978 rate (17.9 %) (National Bureau of Statistics of China 
2015). The magnitude of rural migration to urban areas caught the world’s attention, not 
only for its rapidity but also for the enormous inequality that emerged as a consequence 
of urbanization under the hukou household registration system. The hukou institution has 
resulted in only 36 % of China’s total population having urban hukou in 2014. The floa-
ting population (in Chinese: liudong renkou), those migrants to cities who lack local ur-
ban hukou (Liang and Ma 2004), numbered about 253 million people in 2014 (National 
Bureau of Statistics of China 2015). Part of the participants in this rapid migration, 
through the policy of nongzhuanfei, managed to achieve hukou transfer and settle down 
in the city. Another part who lacked urban hukou are unequally excluded from the urban 
welfare system and “float” in the city.
    
5.5  The city of Guangzhou and its southern district Panyu 
5.5.1 The research region of Guangzhou and Panyu    
The city intensively reflects internal restructuring and transformation. Guangzhou was a 
southern gateway to China in pre-1949 development, but the role of the city declined in 
national comparison during the period from 1949 to 1978 (Xu and Yeh 2003). After the 
reform period, Guangzhou took advantage of its coastal location and the preferential po-
licies it enjoyed as one of the first fourteen open coastal cities. It has since kept at the 
forefront of reform and opening-u p. During the last eight Five-Year-Plan periods, Gu-











Figure 6: Comparison of the average GDP growth of Guangzhou versus the national average 
 in different periods
Source:  Illustration by author, based on data from Guangzhou Statistical Bureau (2015) and 
 National Bureau of Statistics of China (2015)
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and become the third largest city in China. Nowadays, Guangzhou has a total population 
of about 13.08 million. However, only 8.42 million (64 %) are registered as local (Gu-
angzhou) hukou holders, including 7.66 million urban hukou and 0.76 million rural huk-
ou holders. Its GDP reached 1,670 billion CNY, and its per-capita GDP reached 128,478 
CNY, in 2014 (Guangzhou Statistical Bureau 2015).  
As Figure 7 shows, Panyu, located in the south of Guangzhou, is separated geographical-
ly from the city’s central districts by the Pearl River. Panyu has undergone several admi-
nistrative division adjustments. In 2000, Panyu went from being a “county-level” city to 
being a district of Guangzhou. Later, in 2005, its southern part was detached to form a 
new district called Nansha. In 2012, three southern towns (Dongchong, Dagang and Lan-
he) in Panyu (the area labeled “Panyu b” on the map) were incorporated into Nansha 
district. This research treats Panyu as it existed 2005, such that its scope includes both 
“Panyu a” and “Panyu b”. Panyu is home to about 235.9 million people including a floa-
ting population of 134.4 million in 2012.
There are several reasons for research on Panyu. First, the Guangzhou region typifies 
China’s economic development and social transformation. The development of Panyu 
district from a separate county to an integral part of Guangzhou is a dynamic process of 
a kind that epitomizes Chinese urban development. Second, during the rapid economic 
development and urbanization in Guangzhou, Panyu has been a key district of residential 
suburbanization where many gated communities have been built. Third, as will be explo-
red in Chapter 6, residential borderlands are typical phenomena in Panyu district. 
   
5.5.2 Suburbanization as a context of residential borderland development
Suburbanization normally sets in once economic growth and urbanization have progres-
sed to a certain stage. Suburbanization in greater China began in the mid-1980s (zhou 
and ma 2000), but in Guangzhou the process did not set in until the early 1990s. By 2000, 
it was already remarkable (zhou and Bian 2014). Panyu district, a suburb of Guangzhou, 
is a center of residential suburbanization. Transportation development and administrative 
restructuring play important roles in the process of suburbanization affecting Guangzhou 
and its southern suburb. Essentially, suburbanization between Guangzhou and Panyu can 
be broadly divided into three stages: a preparation stage (1978-1990), an initial, early 
stage (1990-2000), and a stage of maturity and rapid development (after 2000) (Table 5).
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5.5.2.1  Urbanization in two cities (1978-1990) 
In this period, although Panyu was governed as part of the sub-provincial city of Guangz-
hou, it was relatively independent with substantial fiscal and administrative powers of its 
own. Guangzhou and Panyu were urbanized independently.
Between 1978 and 1990, with its proximity to Hong Kong, economic development in the 
Pearl River Delta conformed to a model known as “front shop, back factory” that is com-
mon to the region’s cities: Hong Kong was the front shop and the Pearl River Delta the 
back factory. The city of Guangzhou experienced rapid urban expansion and develop-
ment in its eastern and northern precincts (Xu and yeh 2003). Under rapid urban expan-
sion, the government of Guangzhou resorted to a fast, far-reaching, low-cost method that 
bypassed the built-up village area. That expansion strategy led directly to the emergence 
of the urban village. However, the Pearl River forms a geographic barrier between Gu-
angzhou and Panyu and effectively blocked Guangzhou’s expansion toward Panyu. The 
urban expansion of Guangzhou to the south was limited to its inner suburban area and 
had not extended as far as the city of Panyu in this period.
Urbanization also took place in Panyu, but according to a different model than Guangz-
hou. The impetus instead was from below. The pattern was identified by ma and fan 
(1994) in their studies of Jiangshu province. In 1984, the national government instituted 
a policy encouraging rural hukou holders to “leave the land but not the village” to “enter 
the factory but not the city” (in Chinese: litu bu lixiang, jinchang bu jincheng). Under this 
relaxed hukou policy, together with commercialization of agricultural land, many town-
ship and village enterprises arose in Panyu. The extensive and constant emergence of 
village and township enterprises was captured by the phrase “every village lights up a fire, 
and every household sets off smoke” (in Chinese: cuncun dianhuo, huhu maoyan). The 
township and village enterprises were central to industrial development. In 1991, the 
number of village enterprises reached 2,718, and the number of township and county 
enterprises was 424. The output value of village and township enterprises was 103.2 
million and 177.9 million CNY, respectively, which in total accounted for 55.4 % of the 
overall gross industrial output value in Panyu (507.8 million CNY) (Panyu Statistical 
Bureau 1992). The development of manufacturing, especially of labor intensive industry 
at the town and village level, attracted many inland migrant workers to the township and 
village areas of Panyu; and on the other hand it achieved an in situ transformation of local 
villagers in the rural area of Panyu district. A similar transformation pattern has also pla-
yed out in Fujian province (zhu 2000).
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5.5.2.2  Initial and early stage of suburbanization (1990-2000)
The Luoxi Bridge and Huanan Expressway were built in 1988 and 1998 respectively. 
This effectively pierced the geographic obstacle posed by the Pearl River and greatly re-
duced commuting times between Guangzhou and Panyu. The connection between Gu-
angzhou and Panyu strengthened substantially. Due to economic growth and the gradual 
increase of overall urban robustness in Guangzhou, the urban function spillovers have 
increasingly strengthened. At the same time economic growth has remained constant in 
Panyu with the boom of township and village industry and economic overflows from 
Guangzhou. Due to its rapid economic growth, Panyu was promoted to a “county-level” 
city governed directly by the Guangzhou government in 1992, and it achieved “Top 100 
Counties in China” honors according to which Panyu’s economy ranked twelfth among 
all the counties. 
Improvements in transportation stimulated the development of a real estate industry in 
Panyu. Many large real estate projects such as Luoxi Xincheng, Guangzhou Country 
Garden, Guangzhou Aoyuan, and Clifford Estate have been constructed in Panyu. A 2001 
survey by the Panyu district government found that 116 real estate projects were under 
construction or completed. The total construction area reached 5,023 ha. Most projects 
were located in the northwestern part of Panyu close to the city of Guangzhou. Because 
public transportation lagged, daily commuters between Panyu and Guangzhou city relied 
mainly on private cars. In this period, suburbanization involved a population from Gu-
angzhou that was mostly upper-class or high-income and chose to live in Panyu as a se-
cond home or retreat because the environment in the suburb of Panyu was better than that 
of the inner city. 
5.5.2.3  Rapid development and mature stage (after 2000)
Urban territorialization is one of the major forms of urban transformation. It takes place 
when a city expands and takes control of a greater area (shen 2007,  p.309). Urban terri-
torialization was remarkable in Guangzhou. In 2000, the “county-level” cities of Panyu 
and Huadu were annexed by Guangzhou as city districts. The conceptual plan of Guangz-
hou in 2001 put forward an adjusted governmental strategy for urban development: it 
advocated urban construction in Guangzhou to “develop the south, enhance the north, 
enter the east and integrate the west”. The strategy of southward expansion has brought 
many investments in infrastructure to Panyu district. For instance, new bridges and a new 
metro system were built, greatly enhancing transit between Guangzhou and Panyu. After 
the metro system expanded to Panyu, Panyu lay in the thirty-minute commuting circle of 
Guangzhou. Improved public transportation and lower housing prices than those of 
Guangzhou’s central districts attracted many middle class and white-collar workers from 
Guangzhou who made Panyu their primary residence. As Figure 8 shows, the local 
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household population remained nearly constant between 2000 to 2012; however, the floa-
ting population greatly increased in Panyu. The real estate industry continued to flourish 
at this stage; according to the Panyu government’s survey, the number of real estate pro-
jects had risen to 146 in 2009, an increase of 30 projects over 2001.  
5.5.3 The policy of “converting villages to communities” 
The policy of “converting villages to communities” (in Chinese: cungaiju) refers to an 
effort to transform villagers’ agricultural hukou to non-agricultural hukou and to trans-
form the administrative divisions from those of the village to that of a residential commu-
nity. The policy of converting villages to communities began in the 1980s in the coastal 
region, especially in the Pearl Rival Delta. Urbanization involved a massive expropriati-
on of agricultural land by the government. Many villages in suburban areas have lost all 
their land, and the villagers no longer engage in agricultural activities. Hence, the local 
government launched the policy of “converting villages to communities,” which is a 
concomitant policy to the expropriation of agricultural land.
Figure 8: The population development of Panyu district
Source:  Illustration by author, based on data from Panyu Branch of Guangzhou Municipal 
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Converting villages to communities involved two stages. The first lasted from 1984 to 
2000. In this phase most urban villages changed their administrative structure from rural 
villages into communities. The local government led the process without much concern 
for the will of villagers. After 2000, the state government started to regulate the shift from 
villages to communities by instituting a policy called “Opinions on Promoting the 
Construction of Urban Communities” (Ministry of Civil Affairs 2000). The state govern-
ment encouraged local governments to promote the process of cungaiju by defining kinds 
of villages suited for conversion; but on the other hand the state government regulated 
local governments’ behavior by asking them to offer welfare in the reformed village equi-
valent to what the urban hukou holders could receive. However, the policy was not car-
ried out fully by local governments. Most of the reformed villages could only enjoy a 
small fraction of the state welfare. Therefore, cungaiju created a new urban hukou with 
some welfare benefits for villagers, who in exchange permanently lost their land use 
rights (hong and chan 2005). 
The provincial government of Guangdong responded by instituting a detailed policy cal-
led the “Opinion to Promote the Construction of Urban Communities” (Guangdong Pro-
vincial Bureau of Civil Affairs 2001). This provincial policy requested that all the villages 
that met the eligibility requirements for administrative conversion should be transformed 
into urban communities before June, 2002. Because of this policy, a great many villages 
were converted into urban communities, and the villagers’ agricultural hukou was trans-
formed into a new type of urban hukou with some limited welfare benefits. Although the 
villagers thus have the status of urban hukou holders, they cannot enjoy full welfare as 
can holders of full urban hukou. According to the policy, financial expenditures on public 
services in the village, including road maintenance, clean water and sanitation, social 
security, environmental services, and education, were to be fully publically financed by 
local government after the administrative conversion. However, only a small part of the 
expenditure is actually subsidized in practice. Most of these public service expenditures 
are still charged to village committees (li 2013). The movement known as “converting 
villages to communities” has been underway in Panyu district since the early 1990s and 
has underlain the emergence of the urban villages. 
5.6 Summary   
Residential borders were cultivated in the social, economic and political settings and 
came to be represented in the city. The multi-scalar conditions and dynamics of China are 
the basis of the processes of debordering and rebordering in the city. 
The reform of institutions, including the transitions from a strictly restricted to a relaxed 
hukou system, from a land grant system to a dual land use system, and from public allo-
cation to commercialized housing, have had a strong impact on the creation of borders in 
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residential areas and on sorting people into different residential enclaves. The devolution 
of the administrative and financial power from the central state to local government has 
enhanced the role of local government. The social transformations are typified by the 
southern city of Guangzhou. 
Guangzhou has undergone rapid urbanization since 1978, and set up a process of subur-
banization after the early 1990s. The urban development strategy of “southward extensi-
on” has accelerated the speed of suburbanization towards Panyu district, which has be-
come one of the key regions of real estate development. The development of real estate 
industry in suburban Guangzhou has led directly to the proliferation of residential border-
lands. The next chapter hence is going to explore the phenomenon of residential border-
lands in the Panyu district in detail. 

6 Residential borderlands in Panyu in Guangzhou
6.1 Residential borderlands in Panyu: spatial distribution   
Two residential enclaves, the gated community and its neighboring village, geographical-
ly adjacent but physically separated by the walls and fences of gated community: this 
phenomenon is defined as residential borderland. As explored in Chapter 5, the real estate 
industry in Panyu district is booming. The land fueling the development is mostly that of 
local villages. In the course of expropriation, the local government only expropriated the 
arable and left the village residential land intact. Very common, therefore, is a commer-
cial housing project that has been erected next to a village in suburban area. 
The commercial housing projects have mostly taken the form of gated communities in 
Panyu. There are several practical reasons for the property company to build fences and 
walls around the communities. Firstly, since the construction land comes from local vil-
lages, setting up a fence around the parcel signifies the physical extent of ownership of 
the land-use rights. Secondly, in the course of Panyu’s urban development, economic 
growth has been led in large part by the township and village industry. A governance va-
cuum existed in the city of Panyu such that the development of its towns lacked a uniform 
urban plan at the city level before the mid-1990s. Each town built largely of its own will, 
leading to a fragmentized construction space in Panyu. Urban infrastructure and public 
service facilities were mostly concentrated at the city or town center but in suburban 
areas were in short supply. This lack compelled property companies to construct neigh-
borhood facilities privately in order to attract buyers. For instance, the company Shunde 
Country Garden built not only neighborhood facilities and amenities such as private 
schools, supermarkets, and a swimming pool but also independent infrastructure such as 
a water supply system. Walls and fences around the communities are conducive to mana-
ging private facilities for exclusive use. Thirdly, security in rural areas is an important 
consideration for both housing purchasers and property companies. Most real estate pro-
jects in Panyu therefore took the form of a gated community. 
Based on a list of real estate projects (146) from the local government as well as on land 
use data from the Second National Land Survey (SNLS), 134 gated communities were 
identified in Panyu district. This number derives from an inspection of real estate projects 
on the Google image map, from an investigation of “gatedness” in property company 
marketing material, and from visits by the author to projects during the first-stage of 
fieldwork. This research identifies only gated projects that cover more than 1 ha. Conver-
sely single gated buildings or small-scale gated projects of less than 1 ha area are exclu-
ded from the research scope. From the map of spatial distribution of gated communities 
(Figure 9), residential borderlands have appeared in large number in Panyu, especially in 
the northwest. As a statistic in ArcGIS derived from land use data, the land area of these 
gated communities amounts to 3,752 ha in all, including 41 gated projects with a construc-
tion area of more than 20 ha. 
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Based on a buffer analysis in ArcGIS, within a 200-meter buffering zone, 118 gated com-
munities intersect with village residential areas. In a 500-meter buffering zone, 130 gated 
communities intersect with village residential areas. In a 1,000-meter buffering zone, all 
the listed gated communities intersect with village residential areas. Apparently, the iden-
tified gated communities are all located next to or not far from a local village residential 
area.
Figure 9: The identified gated communities and the village residential areas
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71Residential borderlands in Panyu in Guangzhou
There are salient differences between the two types of residential enclave. On one side is 
a modern community with high-rise buildings. On the other side is an old village with a 
chaotic environment and densely arranged buildings. Figure 10 shows the landscape of 
residential borderlands in Panyu. Photo (a) shows a typical stark contrast between the 
high-rises in gated communities and densely-built village (in this example mainly the 
gated community Xinyue Mingzhu surrounded by villages). Photo (b) shows that the 
gated community called Shunde Country Garden on the right side juxtaposed with Sangui 
village on the left. Photo (c) shows razor wire typically installed atop the fences and walls 
of a gated community in the city. Photo (d) shows self-employed migrants in the village 
waiting for customers, mostly from the gated community located behind them. In residen-
tial borderland, different groups populate the adjacent enclaves. Gated communities ac-
commodate the upper and middle-class people or essentially those with better incomes. 
The neighboring villages mainly accommodate marginal urban groups: indigenous villa-
gers, rural migrants, and a part of the urban hukou holders. 
However, residential borderland is not a phenomenon unique to Panyu district, but rather 
it has appeared in most capital cities.  As one questionnaire survey of urban planners of 
Figure  10: The landscape of residential borderland in Panyu
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national scope conducted by author shows1, 28% of respondents from all over the country 
agreed that gated communities are located mostly next to local villages in suburban areas 
in the cities they worked in. However, narrowing in on urban planners from capital cities 
in the eastern region identified a much higher ratio of agreement. The ratio is 35.2%. One 
case from Shanghai was also reported where a gated community stood next to a shanty 
area (IossIfova 2009). In other words, the residential borderland phenomenon is, to a 
certain degree, universal in China, especially in coastal cities.  
6.2 Three typical residential borderlands
6.2.1 Three types of residential borderlands
Based on the layout (gated or non-gated) and supply model (private or non-private) of 
neighborhood facilities (e.g., the commercial, educational, and medical facilities) in a 
gated development project located next to a village, three types of gated communities are 
identified: a self-sufficient type, an open-oriented type, and a publically supplied type 
1 In order to explore the general existence of the phenomenon, the question “Is a gated community often adjacent to or 
neighboring a village in the suburban area in the city where you work?” was put to a massive questionnaire survey 
assessing urban planning response to gated communities in China. The author conducted it at the Chinese Annual 
Planning Meeting in Kunming from October 17 to 19, 2012. The question was designed to grasp the prevalence of 
the phenomenon in China through the eyes of urban planners. The annual planning meeting is attended by over 3,000 
urban planners from all over the country. The questionnaire was distributed on tables each day before the meeting and 
collected after the meeting. 1,000 questionnaires were issued and 871 returned; of these 561 were valid. The respon-
dents come from 28 capital cities, 3 Special Economic Zones (SEZ), and 56 non-capital cities in Mainland China. The 
results of the survey were presented at the Royal Geographical Society (RGS-IBG) Annual International Conference 
2015.
Figure 11: A model of three types of residential borderland
Source: Illustration by author
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(Figure 11). The self-sufficient type of gated community entails that most private neigh-
borhood facilities are constructed and enclosed for the purpose of residents’ exclusive use 
(Type A). An open-oriented gated community means that the major private neighborhood 
facilities are arranged in a common, open area to which outsiders have access (Type B). 
A publically supplied gated community means that the development project offers few if 
any private neighborhood facilities. Most neighborhood facilities are supplied instead by 
urban public financing and located in the surrounding open village area (Type C). 
6.2.2	Profile	of	three	corresponding	residential	borderlands
The hypothesis is that the different models of supply facilities identified above might 
impact flows of people across the border from a gated community to its neighboring vil-
Figure 12: Three residential borderlands: Shunde Country Garden, Clifford Estate, Jinxiu 
Garden
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lage. In order to test the hypothesis, three relevant residential borderlands have been 
chosen for observation by following. The selected residential borderlands all include a 
gated community and a neighboring (or non-gated) village. As shown in Figure 12, the 
selected residential borderlands include the gated community of Shunde Country Garden 
and neighboring Sangui Village (a), the gated community of Clifford Estate and neigh-
boring Zhongyi Village (b), and the gated community of Jinxiu Garden (or in English: 
“Beautiful Enjoyment Garden”) and neighboring Shendun and Zhongsi Village (c). The 
locations of these three gated communities are coded respectively as numbers 4, 3, and 2 
in Figure 9.
The three selected gated communities were all first built in 1991. Shunde Country Garden 
is located on the city fringe of Panyu, and most of its area lies in the Shunde district, in 
the neighboring city of Foshan. Shunde Country Garden is a totally gated community. All 
its housing and public facilities are enclosed by walls and fences. About 20,000 residents 
lived inside in 2012 (Table 6). As map (a) in Figure 12 shows, Sangui Village is almost 
completely encircled by the gated community of Shunde Country Garden with only one 
road linking it to the outside. Sangui Village has a population of about 5,000. 
The second residential borderland is Clifford Estate, located in the northwestern part of 
Panyu district. It includes Clifford Estate and neighboring Zhongyi Village. The area of 
Table 6: The profile of three residential borderlands





Sangui Village 65 6,600*
Clifford Estate 
borderland
Clifford Estate 399 32,000 ( includes 27,136 mainland residents)
Zhongyi Village
(villages in total) 169 13,871
Jinxiu Garden 
borderland
Jinxiu Garden 67 14,455
Shendun and 
Zhongsi villages 77 15,451
* The population data derives from interviews. Land use data is calculated by the author in   
ArcGIS based on SNLS data. The other population data sources are local village 
committees and the SNPC. Population data sourced from SNPC is as of 2010; other 
sources of population data are as of 2012.
Source: Compiled by author
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Clifford Estate is 399 ha, on which live about 32,000 residents2 including 27,136 main-
land residents and about 2,700 residents from Hong Kong, Macao, or Taiwan plus about 
2,500 foreigners as of 2010 (zhongcun Subdistrict Office 2014). Clifford Estate is laid 
out such that all residential buildings and some neighborhood facilities are enclosed, but 
most private commercial facilities lie in a concentrated, open area. Neighboring Zhongyi 
Village3 takes up about 169 ha on which live about 13,871 people. Among them are 4,280 
indigenous villagers and 9,591 rural migrants. More detailed socio-demographic cha-
racteristics are found at Chapter 7.1.3. 
Jinxiu Garden represents the publically supplied gated community model. It lies in nor-
thwestern Panyu. All residential buildings there are enclosed in groups. Except for some 
private education facilities and convenience stores inside the gated area, all commercial 
facilities lie in the surrounding buildings and are open to the public. Other neighborhood 
facilities, such as the bank, hospital, food market etc. are supplied in the neighboring area. 
The neighboring villages are called Shendun and Zhongsi, as is apparent on map (c) in 
Figure 12. As of 2012, Jinxiu Garden was home to 14,455 residents while the neighboring 
villages housed 15,451 residents, of whom 3,899 were indigenous villagers and 11,552 
rural migrants4. 
6.2.3 Coding gated community residents’ activities in neighboring village areas
As mentioned in Chapter 4.2.2, observation by following has been performed across the 
three case areas. Although the three gated community types differ, they all share the fea-
ture of having one or more pedestrian gates. This term refers to less imposing side gates 
as opposed to the main gated entrances; residents of the gated community use these to 
pass on foot or bicycle into the respective neighboring village area (Figure 13). The pe-
destrian gate is a remarkable signal that flows of people exist across the border between 
two adjacent enclaves and provides an avenue to discover connections between the two 
enclaves through observation by following of residents who use the pedestrian gates for 
short trips.
2 Data sourced from SNPC. There are different sources of population data for Clifford Estate. Clifford Estate, the com-
pany, advertises that more than 100,000 people live there. Actually, the permanent residents in Clifford Estate do not 
amount to that. A plenary vote was held by residents to decide whether they agreed with an increase in Clifford Estate 
property management fees in 2014. The company there announced that 33,962 ballots had been issued to all Clifford 
Estate households resulting in 14,363 votes (8,754 in favor, 5,227 against, 117 abstentions, and 265 invalid). The 
polling period ran from 6 April to 29 April, 2014. Regardless of participation rate, the result would indicate that about 
14,363 households resided in Clifford Estate during that period. Another public announcement by the property manage-
ment office indicated that about 15,000 cars are maintained in Clifford Estate. Hence, The community-level statistical 
data from SNPC, which shows 10,652 permanent households and 27,136 mainland residents in Clifford Estate (which 
number lacks residents from Hong Kong, Macao, Taiwan, and foreigners), is more reliable.
3 Since some interviews took place in residential areas of Zhonger and Zhongsan, a part of Zhonger (19 ha) and Zhong-
san (38 ha) villages are included in the research area of Zhongyi Village.
4 The data include Shendun and Zhongsi villages.
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The pedestrian gates of Shunde Country Garden (picture (b) in Figure 13) and Jinxiu 
Garden (picture (f) in Figure 13) were chosen as starting points for observation. Because 
Figure 13: The main entrances and pedestrian gates of the gated communities
Source: Photographs by author
  Main entrances
Shunde Country Garden (a)
Clifford Estate (c)
Jinxiu Garden (e) Jinxiu Garden (f)
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Shunde Country Garden (b)
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Clifford Estate is a large-scale community with many subdivisions, a neighborhood shut-
tle bus operates among them. Clifford Estate is part completely gated area and part com-
mercial and hospital area which is open to the public (Map (b) in Figure 12). The bus 
connects the two parts. Its use in the open area is restricted to Clifford Estate residents 
and legal visitors. There is a bus stop named Clifford Hospital Station located nearest 
Zhongyi Village, and Clifford Estate residents who visit Zhongyi will normally take the 
shuttle to there and then walk 5 or 10 minutes to reach the village. Therefore, the Clifford 
Hospital bus stop serves as the departure point for observation by following. Since resi-
dents’ trips may have multiple purposes, observation by following operated on the prin-
ciple that only the first destination and purpose were recorded. Observation would then 
stop rather than shadow the whole journey of each observation object. In all 481 samples 
from observation by following were collected. 
Visits to neighboring villages served diverse purposes generally assignable to nine cate-
gories. Coding the collected data involved inductively finding categories for trip purposes 
by reference to the Chinese Standard of National Industry Classification (csnic 2011) 5. 
The arrived-at categories are as follows: 
1. Retail services: gated community residents visited the neighboring village to buy or 
sell goods. Included were residents shopping in village commercial facilities such 
as food markets, grocery stores, pharmacies or lottery shops, or selling things in the 
village such as second-hand goods or recyclable waste at the recycling shop.
2. Catering services: residents went to eat, e.g., at a restaurant in the village area.
3. Labor services: the resident went to purchase labor, e.g., a household service, sew-
ing, bicycle or electrical appliance repair, get a haircut etc. 
4. Intellectual and health services: this category covers visits to service facilities in the 
neighboring village, such as banks, real estate agencies, telecommunications shops, 
hospitals etc., to obtain those services. 
5. Public transport and postal services: these were visits to the bus station or postal 
location in the village. 
6. Culture, sports and entertainment services: the resident visited a cultural amenity in 
the village, or an exercise or recreational facility there such as the Ktv, the massage 
shop, or the tennis or badminton facility.
7. Education services: visiting the village for the purpose of education, including kin-
dergarten, primary school, musical school etc. 
8. Working: people are accommodated in gated communities while working in the 
village area. 
5 There are many industrial classification standards used in different countries, for instance the International Standard 
Industrial Classification, the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS), or the Statistical Classification 
of Economic Activities in the European Community. I chose the Chinese Standard of National Industry Classification 
(CSNIC) because the research area and economic activities unfolded in China, so a local standard was more suitable 
to the practical situation. For instance, the lottery industry falls under entertainment in NAICS but under household 
services in CSNIC. 
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9. Other: this category covers those observed leaving the gated community and en-
tering village housing. Interviews revealed two kinds of situations for this group. 
First, some are indigenous villagers who have bought property inside the gated 
community and split their existence between village and gated community. Second, 
some are migrant workers or indigenous villagers accommodated in the village but 
working in the gated community. 
6.2.4	The	general	features	of	flows	of	insiders	across	the	border	in	residential	bor-
derland 
As empirical data shows, there are strong flows of people across the boundary from a 
gated community to its neighboring village area regardless of the public service supply 
model the gated community represents. For instance, although the weather was hot duri-
ng the empirical study period for observation by following in September in Guangzhou, 
residents of gated communities frequently and continually visited neighboring villages 
through the small pedestrian gates. 
As the recorded data in Table 7 and evidence from interviews shows, visitors from gated 
communities have several features in common. First, the female visitors partly outnumbe-
red the males. This is related to the division of family roles in China, where the female in 
a family normally handles housework. Shopping for food, sending children to school, 
arranging housekeeping etc. all come into this scope. Second, a portion of the residents 
are taking care of children during short-distance trips to the neighboring villages. This 
phenomenon was found at Shunde Country Garden, Clifford Estate, and Jinxiu Garden 
respectively. Third, retail, catering, and labor services are the three basic, primary aims of 
residents who went into a village area. Three activities together constituted the majority 
at Shunde Country Garden and Clifford Estate, while their combined ratio was about one 
third at Jinxiu Garden. Fourth, the village area is also a destination for other services, 
such as intellect and health services, public transportation and postal services as well as 
for culture, sports and entertainment services in all three residential borderlands. Fifth, 
although each gated community has private education facilities, the educational services, 
especially kindergarten and primary schools, are insufficient and expensive. Therefore, a 
certain number of gated community residents send their children to kindergarten or pri-
mary school in village areas. 
Sixth, according to additional interviews with commercial developers in the village area, 
some businesses there target the residents of gated communities.  For example a night 
club in Sangui Village, the Zhongfu mall and hotels in Zhongyi Village, and a private 
musical school in Zhongsi Village are investments or operated by residents from the ga-
ted communities. Moreover, operators or employees are increasingly accommodated in 
the gated community while working in the village. Finally, the results show that there are 
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not only significant economic connections but also social interactions between the two 
enclaves in each residential borderland. 
However, the three residential borderlands displayed some differences. In general, the 
main purpose of activities in the neighboring villages differed among them. Shunde 
Country Garden and Clifford Estate were originally positioned as resorts aimed at poten-
tial customers from Hong Kong and wealthier segments of Guangzhou or Foshan. Diffe-
rent supply models and layouts of private neighborhood services were chosen: Shunde 
Country Garden, which is a self-sufficient gated community, opted for exclusive-use 
Table 7: Statistical results of the collected data from observation by following
Source: Compiled by author
Communities
Shunde Country 
Garden Clifford Estate Jinxiu Garden
Count  % Count  % Count  %
Total (times) 110  260  111  
Gender (person) 178 100 344 100 186 100
Male 69 38.8 95 27.6 76 40.9
Female 109 61.2 249 72.4 110 59.1
Age (person)       
Young adults 112 62.9 123 35.8 130 69.9
Middle-aged adults 37 20.8 98 28.5 45 24.2
Older adults 29 16.3 123 35.8 11 5.9
With children (times) 20 18.2 26 10 11 9.9
Purposes (times)  110  100  260 100 111 100 
(1) Retail services 47 42.7 172 66.2 28 25.2
(2) Catering services 13 11.8 19 7.3 6 5.4
(3) Labor services 16 14.5 31 11.9 8 7.2
(4) Intellectual and health 
services 5 4.5 13 5 19 17.1
(5) Public transport and 
postal services 8 7.3 5 1.9 25 22.5
(6) Culture, sport and 
entertainment 3 2.7 12 4.6 7 6.3
(7) Education services 5 4.5 5 1.9 6 5.4
(8) Working 2 1.8 2 0.8 9 8.1
(9) Other 11 10 1 0.4 3 2.7
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neighborhood facilities; Clifford Estate chose an open-oriented model of public service 
supply. The main purpose of gated community residents’ visits to the neighboring village 
areas was to obtain low-cost retail, catering, and labor services but only to a limited ex-
tent for other types of services. This is because higher-end services are available either 
inside the gated community or in the city center. 
Jinxiu Garden had positioned itself to appeal to local buyers and has attracted many local 
people as residents. Because most of the neighborhood services are publically financed 
and the facilities are located in the village area, the structure of activities in the adjacent 
village is more balanced than that of the other two residential borderlands. Jinxiu Garden 
and its neighboring village are more functionally connected than the other two residential 
borderlands.   
6.3 Summary   
This chapter identified the phenomenon of residential borderland and described the per-
meability of borders in terms of the flow of residents from a gated community to the vi-
cinity outside. Although a visible, physical border demarcates either enclave, the border 
is permeable in that vigorous flows of “insiders” cross every day. The constant flow of 
people across the borders is not determined by the supply model or by the layout of the 
neighborhood facilities in a gated community. Rather, it is a general phenomenon of insi-
ders pursuing diverse activities in the neighboring villages. The activities can be classi-
fied into the above-mentioned nine categories. The gated community is thus neither iso-
lated nor isolating with respect to its surroundings but rather, to a certain extent, is 
functionally connected to its locality. This chapter provides only a first glimpse of the 
debordering practices. The next chapter explores the Clifford Estate borderland, which 
was selected as a single case by which to study debordering and rebordering processes in 
detail. 
7 Urban debordering and rebordering processes
This chapter closely explores a single, typical case to examine the theoretical framework 
and analyze the processes of urban debordering and rebordering in detail. The residential 
borderland of Clifford Estate is selected for this purpose for two reasons. First, Clifford 
Estate is in the Panyu district of Guangzhou, which has undergone rapid economic deve-
lopment and urbanization since 1978. The Panyu district is the center of this suburbani-
zation. The advantage of location and the implementation of a “southward extension” 
strategy in Guangzhou have made Panyu the key area of development with constant, dy-
namic changes. Many large-scale gated communities have emerged in Panyu in the past 
two decades, reflecting this dynamic development. Second, the spatial structure of Panyu 
is characterized by fragmentation with many residential borderlands. The Clifford Estate 
borderland represents these as one of the first gated communities constructed in Panyu 
district. As such, Clifford Estate has attracted much mass media attention.
7.1 The physical border and socio-demographic and economic diffe-
rences between two contiguous enclaves
7.1.1 The creation of Clifford Estate: historical perspective
Within the suburbanization process in Guangzhou, a large amount of agricultural land has 
been expropriated since the late 1980s to promote real estate development in Panyu. Clif-
ford Estate was one of the largest such projects. It was developed by the Clifford Group, 
which was first set up as a joint venture between a private company from Hong Kong and 
two local government-owned companies. Cooperation with a local government makes it 
easier for the development company to obtain construction land. Hence a large quantity 
of construction land has been leased to Clifford Estate, most of it in Zhongyi Village. 
Except for 15.5 ha of agricultural land set aside, all the agricultural land in Zhongyi Vil-
lage (more than 267 ha) had been expropriated and transferred to the Clifford Group by 
1992.  
However, in the 1990s the land was sold through an administrative method which entailed 
the local government leasing the land by agreement with the private company based on 
consultations, rather than by auction, at very low prices. The official standard land trans-
fer fee was a low 10 yuan per square meter in Panyu at that time, while villagers were 
compensated at a much lower rate. After the land was expropriated, indigenous villagers 
lost the agricultural land they relied on for their living, changing the trajectory of their 
lives. The loss of land set up potential conflicts between Zhongyi Village and Clifford 
Estate. As the residents complained:
“There is nothing to do [after the land was expropriated]; it is very difficult to find a 
job now. We as the old generation didn’t receive much education. All recruitment 
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prefers the educated workers; they don’t want the people without schooling. Many 
indigenous villagers at my age [above age fifty] didn’t have much education then. 
What can we do? How can we earn money for living?” (No 9, December 05, 2012, 
indigenous villager)  
“We had clean water and beautiful mountains. The pool, the rice field and the dry 
land were great and enjoyable. The entire village was surrounded by this wonderful 
natural environment then. Now, all of them are destroyed. It is really frustrating.” 
(No 15, December 05, 2012, indigenous villager)
After the Clifford Estate community was built, a significant line of demarcation between 
Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village appeared in the physical environment. As Figure 14 
shows, Clifford Estate has modern buildings and a clean, tidy environment with green, 
open space. On the contrary, as Figure 15 shows, Zhongyi Village has a high density of 
buildings and a messy, shabby environment with small, limited green space.
Figure 14: The architectural environment inside Clifford Estate
Source: Photographs by author
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7.1.2 The constitution of the border 
Clifford Estate is a gated community with strict border controls consisting of hard and 
soft components. The hard components are iron fences, walls, and gates. The soft compo-
nents are an entry control system that relies on identity cards (“IC”) and surveillance staff 
including guards and shuttle bus drivers. Some guards act as gatekeepers at each door, 
while others patrol public areas and residential units inside the community. The shuttle 
bus drivers are also part of the security system, for they check everyone’s residential IC 
who boards the bus outside Clifford Estate. More than 1,000 guards and 40 dogs reported-
ly patrolled the community during the early development stage of Clifford Estate (shi 
2004). Today there are about 500 guards and 210 bus drivers; meanwhile the use of dogs 
has been sharply reduced (Interviews No. 14, No. 54). 
Entry to the Estate is strictly managed at the gate. Residents must swipe an IC every time 
they enter. Each visitor’s personal information must be registered with the administrative 
Figure 15: The living environment in Zhongyi Village
Source: Photographs by author
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office before it will issue a permit. Normally, guards will call the property owner to check 
the information given at each visit. Particular attention is paid to young adults but less 
attention to the elderly or people accompanied by children (Interview No. 54). 
7.1.3 Socio-demographic and socio-economic differences between two enclaves
Residents of Clifford Estate (termed “insiders”) and residents of the village of Zhongyi 
(termed “vicinity outsiders”) both inhabit the border area. 27,136 permanent mainland 
residents live in Clifford Estate, and 13,871 residents live in Zhongyi Village (see Appen-
dix 4)1. 
Remarkable socio-demographic and economic differences exist between insiders and 
vicinity outsiders. One is their age structure. As Figure 16 shows, the residents of either 
area are mainly between the ages of 19 and 45 (57% and 67% respectively). The propor-
tion of the population above age 61 is 6 percentage points higher in Clifford Estate than 
in Zhongyi, while the proportion of young residents (ages 19 to 30) in Zhongyi is 11 
percentages higher. The difference comes down to the rural migrants living in Zhongyi 
1 The SNPC data reflected here is sourced from the raw survey and was not officially adjusted. Official data put the 
population of indigenous villagers in Zhongyi village at 5,124 in 2010. In addition, a number of Hong Kong, Macao, 
Taiwanese and foreign residents, about 5200, was not included in the statistical data for Clifford Estate.
Figure 16: Population age structures for Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village
Source: Illustration by author, based on data of SNPC, community level (2010, respecting 
only mainland residents)
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who are mainly younger workers. The next striking difference is educational achieve-
ment (Figure 17). Mainly, insiders are highly educated while vicinity outsiders are less 
well educated. Most insiders, or 72.7 %, have achievement beyond junior secondary 
school. Vicinity outsiders have achieved junior secondary school at most, amounting to 
75.1 %. 
Clifford Estate residents are Panyu or Guangzhou citizens, migrants, residents of Hong 
Kong, Macao, and Taiwan, and foreigners; however, this research focuses on the main-
land residents who form the main community population (84 %). As Figure 18 shows, 
based on the hukou structure of mainland residents, 62 % of the residents have Guangz-
hou urban hukou, of whom 32 % have local Panyu hukou and 30 % Guangzhou hukou. 
Nevertheless, a major part the Guangzhou or Panyu hukou holders are not indigenous but 
are permanent migrants who received urban hukou after relocating to Guangzhou (or 
Panyu). In addition, 38 % of residents without Guangzhou hukou are part of the floating 
population who are able to purchase commercial housing or have relatively advanced 
education.
Zhongyi is inhabited mainly by indigenous villagers, rural-to-urban migrants, and some 
urban hukou holders. There are 4,280 indigenous villagers in Zhongyi Village and a small 
number with Guangzhou hukou. 67 % of residents are floating population, including a 
Figure 17: Population education levels for Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village
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Figure 18: Hukou structure of residents of Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village
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Figure 19: Housing conditions in Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village
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large group (52 %) of migrants from other provinces and another group (15 %) of mi-
grants from other cities within the local province. 
There is a social and economic gap between the two enclaves. Clifford Estate is inhabited 
mainly by urban professionals representing middle- or high-income classes, while the 
residents of Zhongyi Village are mainly lower income. Most of the migrants in Zhongyi 
Village are manual laborers who work either at nearby factories or as self-employed wor-
kers in the low-end services industry. 
The two indices demonstrate the economic gap. These are 1) the structure of living space 
and 2) rental price (Figure 19, Figure 20). The living space per capita in Clifford Estate is 
37.8 m2 as compared with Zhongyi Village at 18.6 m2. 98 % of households in Clifford 
Estate live in a space larger than 50 m2, but only 51 % of households in Zhongyi inhabit 
as much or more space. According to the SNPC sampling survey, 86 % of housing rentals 
cost less than 501 yuan in Zhongyi, including 34 % costing between 100 and 200 yuan per 
month. By comparison, no property in Clifford Estate rents for less than 201 yuan per 
month. 81 % of housing there goes for more than 1000 yuan per month.
Figure 20: Rental level in Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village
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7.2 Functional debordering process and permeability
7.2.1 Functional debordering process
Dynamic processes play out over time between Clifford Estate and Zhongyi, including 
bordering, debordering and rebordering (Figure 21). The debordering and rebordering 
processes have different aspects. This section explores functional debordering, which 
refers to the increasing permeability of the border. Because the Clifford Estate develop-
ment company bought a large amount of land, the construction of Clifford Estate has 
been a staggered process. Some land today is still under development by the company. 
The debordering process breaks down into four phases. 
The village of Zhongyi is a sub-village of Zhongcun established during the Song dynasty. 
However, most of the existing buildings in Zhongyi Village were constructed in the 1950s. 
Zhongyi village was a contiguous agricultural village before 1991, but since then the con-
struction of Clifford Estate has divided it in two. Most agricultural land of Zhongyi has 
been expropriated and transferred to the Clifford Estate development company, while the 
built-up area was kept intact. At the first stage of Clifford Estate development, the devel-
oper promoted the project as a resort for potential purchasers in Hong Kong and among 
Guangzhou’s wealthy. Between 1991 and 2000, most of the developed units were villas or 
low-rise apartments, and the first-generation residents were mainly upper classes who 
bought into Clifford Estate for a second home. These were, in fact, mostly people from 
Hong Kong and some of Guangzhou’s wealthy, both of which groups spoke mainly Can-
tonese. For safety and exclusivity, the border between Clifford Estate and Zhongyi was 
strictly controlled. The insiders’ economic consumption took place completely within Clif-
ford Estate or in the city center, and there was almost no flow of residents from the inside 
to the vicinity outside within the residential borderland. Only building contractors and 
some service providers who accommodated in Zhongyi Village crossed the border from 
the vicinity outside. 
Figure 21: The dynamic processes of bordering between Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village
Source: Illustration by author
Before 1991 1991-2000 2000-2008 After 2008
Village Gated community Processesof bordering
Flows of
people Contact zone Evolution
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Between 2000 and 2008, Clifford Estate underwent a process of localization. With acce-
lerating suburbanization, the Clifford Estate development company shifted its market 
posture from that of a resort to one of residential real estate in the later stage of the deve-
lopment. They have started to build multi-story and high-rise housing. As the scale of 
Clifford Estate grew larger with newly built housing, more and more local, middle-in-
come residents moved in. Meanwhile, because the property prices in Clifford Estate in-
creased with improved transportation between Panyu and Guangzhou, some of the Hong 
Kong investors began to sell their property. Clifford Estate, located in the suburban area 
between the Guangzhou central districts and the Panyu city center, offered lower housing 
prices than either. Therefore, many middle-income people from both areas chose to make 
Clifford Estate their first home. 
Thus the new residents are mainly middle-income people who work in Guangzhou cen-
tral districts or Panyu city center. A great many young residents, especially the floating 
population, bought property in Clifford Estate through mortgage loans. This group typi-
cally works in the central districts of Guangzhou, lives in this suburban area, and com-
mutes daily between the two. Because new residents come from all over the country, the 
main language spoken in the community shifted from Cantonese to Mandarin.
Under the process of localization, residents’ daily needs increased considerably and di-
versely. Moreover, the price of private commodities and services inside the gated commu-
nity was much higher than comparable commodities and services offered in the neighbo-
Figure 22: The contact zone between Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village
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ring village area, so many residents oriented their consumption toward the village 
vicinity. The economic ties between Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village were greatly 
enhanced in this period. 
The most important sign of the connection is the emerging “contact zone” (Figure 22). At 
the bottom right area of the map is Clifford Estate; at the top left is Zhongyi Village. Clif-
ford Estate is separated from Zhongyi’s built-up area both physically, by fences and walls, 
and geographically, by a city road named Zhongping Road. Zhongping Road is a two-
lane main city artery used daily by an endless stream of traffic. With the coming of flows 
of Clifford Estate residents to Zhongyi Village, many shops and service facilities set up 
on either side of this road, constituting a contact zone where some key nodes of flow have 
formed. These include Zhongfu mall and Zhongyi food market (Figure 23), which attract 
many insiders every day. Particularly since the completion of Zhongfu Mall in 2008, the 
contact zone has become a new commercial center.  
7.2.2 Changes to the contact zone over time
“When I first arrived here [Zhongyi village] in 2003, there were a few customers [Clifford 
residents] visiting here. Most of the stores in this alley had not yet operated. Just two or 
three fruit stores, two dumpling shops, opened at the entrance to the alley near the street 
[Zhongping Road]. Not too many residents were coming here until 2005. All these stores 
were opened between 2005 and 2008. These places were a garment factory before. In 
addition, the Zhongyi Food Market wasn’t like this. All the food and vegetables were sold 
on the street then. The Zhongyi Food Market was built after I came here, and it was de-
corated twice afterwards.” (No. 27, December 09, 2012, self-employed seamstress) 
The interview with a self-employed seamstress who had been working at Zhongyi Village 
for about ten years shows that the biggest changes in the contact zone occurred in the 
Figure 23: The key nodes of flows in the contact zone
Source: Photographs by author
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Figure 24: Changes over time to the area around a pedestrian crossing at Zhongping road. It 
is the main crossing for residents of Clifford Estate going to Zhongyi Village. 
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Figure 25: Changes over time along a commercial alley in Zhongy Village that leads to the 
Zhongyi Food Market.
Source: Photographs by author (all pictures were taken from site B, see map extract, 
Figure 24)
  December 2012   March 2014  October 2013
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period between 2005 and 2008. During this time the main dynamic was that the contact 
zone became more commercialized. The dynamic changes were still underway over time 
in the contact zone. Figure 24 is a set of photographs taken on the same side of a pedestri-
an crossing of Zhongping Road at different times; it shows the way the facades in the 
contact zone have developed. From 2012 to 2013, the green trees lining Zhongping Road 
were cut down, and a sauna shop opened. From 2013 to 2014, the sauna shop was rede-
corated, and a new sign advertising a private kindergarten and children’s park was put up 
next to it. The picture also shows that the square in front of Zhongfu Mall was being wi-
dened during November, 2014. Figure 25 shows the changes to a commercialized alley 
connecting to the Zhongyi Food Market. The building on the left, which became a hotel, 
was remodeled and fitted with air conditioning from 2012 to 2014. 
The sidewalk parallel to Zhongping Road on the Zhongyi Village side is the only foot 
path available to the residents of Clifford Estate walking to Zhongyi Food Market. Since 
such a large member of residents use the sidewalk every day (Figure 26), it has become 
an informal commercial space. Interviews demonstrate that once upon a time many street 
peddlers would sell food and vegetables on this sidewalk until a regulation forbid the use 
of this sidewalk by street peddlers (Interview No. 34). After 2012, the sidewalk was wi-
dened as trees along it were cut down. Many informal, self-employed migrants providing 
moving services, motorcycle taxi, and recycling services would gather on this sidewalk. 
Fig. 26: Daily flows of residents returning home on the sidewalk after visiting the Zhongyi 
Food Market 
Source: Photograph by author
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It has become the main site of social encounters and a space for the poor and the affluent 
to mingle and co-exist. 
7.2.3 Flows of gated community residents to the neighboring village
“There are so many people shopping in Zhongyi Village every day in the morning 
that it looks like during the new-year festival.” (No. 04, November 17, 2012, Clif-
ford resident)
“I always buy meat and vegetables at Zhongyi Food Market. The other things like 
daily necessities and snacks I buy at the Clifford market.” (No. 18, December 08, 
2012, Clifford resident)
Figure 27: Flows of gated community residents to the neighboring area
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Such interviewee statements show that a vigorous flow of residents from Clifford Estate 
to Zhongyi Village transpires every day. As Figure 27 shows, the Clifford commercial 
center, Zhongfu Mall, the Zhongyi Food Market and the shops along the street in 
Zhongyi’s built-up area have become the key nodes of the daily flow of the insiders into 
the vicinity area. The Clifford commercial center in front of the Clifford gated area is 
linked to each unit of Clifford Estate by a shuttle bus service. Clifford residents can reach 
the commercial center easily and conveniently. The daily flow of insiders out into Zhon-
gyi follows a particular route.  First, they ride the shuttle bus to the Clifford bus terminal, 
which is adjacent to the Clifford commercial center, and then transfer to another shuttle 
bus by which they reach the Clifford Hospital station. From here they walk a few minutes 
either to Zhongfu Mall or to the Zhongyi Food Market area. Some residents ride the pu-
blic bus further to the Zhongcun Market, a comprehensive farmers’ market whose prices 
are lowest as compared to any above-mentioned market. As analyzed (see Chapter 6.2.3), 
the observational data reveal that gated community residents visit neighboring villages to 
pursue one of eight types of activities. These include obtaining retail, catering, and labor 
services; intellectual and health services; public transportation and postal services; cul-
ture, sports and entertainment services; educational services; and employment.
Although most daily needs can be satisfied at the Clifford commercial center, many resi-
dents nonetheless choose to make purchases in Zhongyi Village. The main reasons that 
insiders visit the neighboring village are to obtain particular goods and services cheaply. 
The Clifford Estate residents constitute a massive daily demand, and although many com-
mercial and public service facilities operate in the Clifford Estate area, they are insuffici-
ent. Moreover, the price of goods and services in Clifford Estate is generally higher than 
those in Zhongyi Village. Hence, many complementary or competitive facilities have 
been set up in the Zhongyi village area: bank branches, real estate agencies, a shopping 
mall, and educational facilities. Zhongyi’s commercial development reduces the cost of 
living for Clifford Estate residents. The contact zone has become a functional comple-
ment of Clifford Estate. One five-year resident who had gone daily to the Zhongyi Food 
Market for shopping explained: 
“Before commerce developed in Zhongyi Village, I did grocery shopping in Clifford 
Estate; it was very expensive. However, after the commerce developed in Zhongyi 
Village, it has reduced the cost of living for us. It is very convenient for me to go 
there, and the price of food and goods is cheaper.” (No. 8, December 01, 2012, 
Clifford resident)
Another resident commented:
“I would sometimes go to Zhongyi Food Market, for I either can’t get some services 
or I feel the price is too expensive in Clifford Estate. The prices at the Zhongyi 
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Food Market are more affordable. Moreover, there is an old man who offers a sew-
ing service there. I can’t find this kind of service in Clifford Estate.” (No. 12, 
December 04, 2012, Clifford resident).
7.2.4 Flows of vicinity outsiders across the border of the gated community
People also flow from the outside to the inside. Residents of Zhongyi Village including 
the local villagers and migrants who offer commodity or household services can cross the 
border easily. As one shopkeeper of a grain store in Zhongyi Village said:
“I have many regular [Clifford] customers who often visit my store. They either give 
me a call or come to my store to make an order, and then I deliver the grain to their 
home.” (No. 24, December 09, 2012, migrant in Zhongyi Village).
The gated community residents welcome the counter-flow based on beneficial business 
services. As one resident claimed: 
“There are some pharmacies in Zhongyi Village with good service. Usually after I 
bought traditional Chinese medicine there, they would decoct it for me and deliver 
it to my home when it was ready.” (No. 8, December 01, 2012, Clifford resident).
The counter-flow serves other purposes besides commerce. One particular hill was a tra-
ditional recreational place for indigenous villagers seeking shade during the hot summers. 
The area was sold to Clifford Estate and exclusively reserved as a leisure place for insi-
ders. However, some indigenous villagers still manage to visit the hill by entering through 
the strictly controlled borders. Their avenue is knowing other villagers who bought pro-
perty inside or who work at Clifford Estate as guards or housekeepers. As one indigenous 
villager said:
“The frequency with which we go to Clifford Estate varies in different seasons. We 
often go to the hill inside [Clifford Estate] for shade on summer evenings.” (No. 15, 
December 05, 2012, indigenous villager).
7.3 Functional rebordering 
7.3.1 Enhanced barrier effect
The vigorous flow of people from Clifford Estate to Zhongyi Village has not erased the 
barrier effect of its fences and walls but rather created new private space and a superim-
posed invisible border. First, the insiders’ daily routes around Zhongyi make apparent 
that they mostly limit their activities to the contact zone. Despite frequent visits to the 
area, they normally do not venture beyond its commercial facilities and seldom go further 
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into the inner part of Zhongyi. For instance, Zhongyi Liantang park is a main place of 
recreation for local villagers and rural migrants. Although many of the insiders intervie-
wed said they visit Zhongyi Food Market frequently, only a few of them knew the park, 
which is located not far from Zhongyi Food Market. 
Second, when Zhongfu Mall was built on the same side of the traffic artery as Clifford 
Estate, it intercepted the flow of residents to the Zhongyi Food Market area. Residents 
going to Zhongyi Food Market must cross Zhongping Road. The endless stream of traffic 
on this road makes it another physical barrier between Clifford Estate and Zhongyi. The 
barrier effect remarkably affects the behavior of young adults. The Zhongyi Food Market 
is more difficult to reach on foot than Zhongfu Mall, and, most importantly, there is a 
parking area in front of the mall. Young adults would rather visit Zhongfu Mall than 
Zhongyi Food Market. As shown in Figure 28, the age structure of insiders who visit 
Zhongfu Mall reveals that 48 % of visitors are young adults while only 28 % of young 
adults visit Zhongyi Food Market area. Visitors to Zhongyi Food Market are mainly 
middle-aged and elderly, together accounting for 72 %. Zhongfu Mall has thus impacted 
business development in Zhongyi Village. According to some interviews:
“In my family, my mother normally goes to Zhongyi Food Market every two days. 
As far as I know, working young people like me go to Zhongyi Village only once or 
Figure 28: Age structure of gated community residents who visit the neighboring vicinity
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twice a week. However, we normally don’t go as far as Zhongyi Food Market; we 
just go to Zhongfu Mall. Only the aged people or the retired elderly who have more 
spare time would like to go to Zhongyi Food Market area.” (No. 21, December 08, 
2012, Clifford resident).
“From 2005 to 2008, business was prosperous here [Zhongyi Food Market], people 
were crowded in the alley [leading to Zhongyi Food Market]. After 2008, there 
were fewer people due to the development of Zhongfu Mall.” (No. 27, December 
09, 2012, self-employed seamstress).
Third, the flow of residents going to Zhongyi Village has created new gated private space. 
For instance, a private gated kindergarten named Oriental Pearl Kindergarten (in Chinese: 
Dong mingzhu) opened in Zhongyi’s built-up section and meant to appeal to Clifford re-
sidents. Tuition is lower than what the kindergarten in Clifford Estate charges but higher 
than that of other kindergartens in Zhongyi Village. As one interview shows, the kinder-
garten is well known in Zhongyi Village, but the high tuition is unaffordable to residents 
there, who send their children to other kindergartens. This means a new exclusive space 
has arisen in Zhongyi Village area through the price mechanism:
A: “My grandson is two-and-a-half-year-old, and he is in kindergarten now. The 
kindergarten is in Zhongsi Village [a neighboring village of Zhongyi]. His father 
works outside; I pick up my grandson every day, and it only takes less than fifteen 
minutes.” 
Q: “Why don’t you choose the nearest kindergarten, Oriental Pearl Kindergarten?”
A: “Many residents of Clifford Estate put their children in the Oriental Pearl kinder-
garten. The tuition fee is higher there, about 7,500 yuan per semester, while it is 
only 5600 yuan per semester in Zhongsi Village Kindergarten.” (No. 42, October 
11, 2013, local migrant).
7.3.2 Differentiation of places of consumption
The border effect has, to a certain extent, affected the way vicinity outsiders behave as 
consumers. When they came, residents of Clifford Estate brought a differentiation of 
commodity prices in different markets depending how far they lay from Clifford Estate. 
The further the market from Clifford Estate, the lower its prices. Prices increased substan-
tially in the Zhongyi Food Market area, which pushed many migrants and some indige-
nous villagers to shop at more distant food markets, e.g., Zhongcun Food Market or 
Zhongsan village market. Although the flow of insiders into the contact zone increased 
the likelihood of social encounters between them and the vicinity outsiders who supplied 
goods and services in Zhongyi Village, the interviews reveal that some low-income resi-
dents of Zhongyi Village were priced out of common markets like Zhongfu Mall, Zhon-
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gyi Food Market etc. Hence, despite frequent encounters between the insiders and the 
village-area merchants, differentiation of the consumption places and routes frequented 
by insiders and poor vicinity outsiders has reduced the likelihood that these groups will 
encounter one another and interact. These groups’ different daily trajectories have created 
a tunnel-like border:  
 “I usually buy food and meat at Zhongcun Food Market, but not in Zhongyi Food 
Market. There are many Clifford residents shopping in Zhongyi Food Market, and 
the price is higher than Zhongcun Food Market. If I spent three yuan in Zhongyi 
Food Market, it would just cost two yuan in Zhongcun Food Market for the same 
goods.” (No. 9, December 03, 2012, indigenous villager).
 “I always buy food and meat in Zhongcun Food Market where the price is much 
cheaper; however, the price in Xiecun market, a wholesale market, is even lower 
than Zhongcun Food Market. Although Xiecun market is the farthest one, I prefer 
to go there whenever I have time.” (No. 10, December 03, 2012, migrant in Zhon-
gyi Village).
7.4 Symbolic debordering 
7.4.1 The collective identity in Clifford Estate
Because property in Clifford Estate is not cheap, behind the gate lives a socio-economic-
ally mainly homogenous group of people who have the economic ability to buy the pro-
perty. Most of the residents are well-educated urban professionals. There is a collective 
identity among the residents such that the residents are “superior quality” (in Chinese: 
gao suzhi). As one resident put it:
“It does not matter where you come from, as long as you live inside. We are at the 
same [high] level [in Chinese: dangci]. The people at this level have many similar 
hobbies, such as sports and communication. For example, I like playing tennis; 
there are many residents at this level who have this hobby.” (No. 43, October 11, 
2013, Clifford resident). 
However, the collective identity of Clifford Estate has been undergoing a change from 
being a homogenous group of wealthy residents to being a mixed-income group of resi-
dents. As the scale of the community has become larger and larger, residents with different 
backgrounds and income levels have come in. The original collective identity of the weal-
thy has been diluting and shifting to a hybrid identity. The increasing proportion of middle-
income people includes many migrants born in rural areas who migrated to Guangzhou. 
They normally have stable jobs in the city because of their good education. However, 
following cultural tradition in China, when migrants settle down in the city, they tend to 
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have their parents come from their hometown to live together. Generally, the rural elderly 
generation is poorly educated and only dimly aware of urban civilization due to lack of 
exposure and opportunity. The arrival of this older rural generation into the gated commu-
nity disturbed the original public order of the community with respect to such behaviors 
as queuing up for the community shuttle bus or avoiding litter. Residents became dissatis-
fied with the population structure in the community. As one interviewee said: 
“I can’t flatter the composition of residents. The restriction on housing purchases is 
less strict than before; everyone can migrate to everywhere to earn money and 
make a living now. They [migrants] can buy a flat here just with their identity card 
[without any restriction] after they earn money. When they feel well and settle 
down, they get their parents [from rural area] living with them. These people come 
from all over the country, and have a lot of [uncertain] information. Some are supe-
rior quality [in Chinese: gao suzhi], and some are inferior quality [in Chinese: di 
suzhi].” (No. 34, December 13, 2012, Clifford resident). 
Another resident who had been living in Clifford Estate for more than ten years also com-
plained:
“Generally speaking, the quality of residents is lower than before. More and more 
white-collar migrant workers move in and bring their parents from a rural area to 
live with them. Their parents’ generation does not pay too much attention to hygie-
ne and usually litters randomly in public areas. Moreover, after this group of resi-
dents comes, they start to get on the bus without queuing. I think that this is related 
to their accustomed rural living environment. When they come in, they never con-
sider improving their quality! I think Clifford Estate is a high quality and elegant 
community, but now it is becoming a normal community.” (No. 61, November 20, 
2014, Clifford resident). 
In response to this perceived degradation of community quality, many wealthy residents 
have left the community, which has diluted the original homogenous structure, essential-
ly, of a wealthy group. It was reported that 80 % of the first generation residents – the 
wealthy ones – had left the gated community of Clifford Estate by 2003 (chen and zhu 
2003). With the original order destroyed, the rich set about creating new borders in other 
places.
7.4.2 Symbolic debordering: a sense of belonging 
Frequent visits by insiders to the vicinity area, especially to the contact zone, raised a 
sense of belonging and attachment to place among those insiders. As residents said:
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“I sometimes tell people that I live in Zhongcun [‘cun’ in Chinese means ‘village’. 
The area of Zhongcun contains both Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village], rather 
than tell them exactly that I live in Clifford Estate; because sometimes I don’t want 
the people know my residence in detail.” (No. 18, December 08, 2012, Clifford 
resident).
“We usually said we were going to Zhongcun but actually were going to Zhongyi 
village. In the native consciousness, we call Zhongyi Village ‘small Zhongcun’.” 
(No. 01, September 02, 2012, Clifford resident).
Figure  29: Screenshot of a website promoting a property in Clifford Estate. (The emphasized 
facilities are all in the village enclave).
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Because the geographical concept of Zhongcun encompasses Clifford Estate as well as 
Zhongyi Village, residents representing that they live in Zhongcun convey that they live 
either in Clifford Estate or in Zhongyi Village. That insiders do not intentionally distingu-
ish themselves from the poor village means that the territorial stigma towards the poor 
village has weakened or been eliminated, and that the gated community residents to some 
extent have embraced the poor, neighboring village. After living in this area for a long 
time, a local consciousness has formed such that Zhongyi Village has become a metonym 
for the village of Zhongcun. 
As shows in Figure 29, there is another example attesting that the insiders have come to 
consider the neighboring village as integral: many second-hand housing units in Clifford 
Estate have come up for sale or rent on the housing market. These properties are introdu-
ced, either on websites or in real estate agencies’ promotional materials, in such a way 
that some Zhongyi Village amenities – the Zhongyi Food Market, the Zhongsan primary 
school, the Zhongcun middle school etc. – are introduced as neighborhood facilities di-
rectly attendant to the Clifford Estate properties. Hence, there is a symbolic debordering 
process of insiders starting to consider some places in the neighborhood village as part of 
their own rather than regarding the two enclaves as completely isolated places. 
7.5 Symbolic rebordering 
The weakening of the insiders’ geographical stigma is by no means equivalent to full ac-
ceptance of the vicinity outsiders. Symbolic debordering is accompanied by symbolic 
rebordering processes. Spatial strategies of seeking a sense of security and of ordering 
and othering strengthen the barrier effect at the same time. The border symbolizes secu-
rity for insiders against vicinity outsiders whom they perceive as a potential source of 
crime and disorder. The stigma toward vicinity outsiders persists in the minds of the resi-
dents of gated community. 
7.5.1 Seeking a sense of security
For the residents of gated communities, the physical border is antecedent: the developer 
erected it before their arrival. Then, having taken up residence on one side of the physical 
border, they resist opening the border. For them, the fences and walls of gated communi-
ties symbolize a sense of security. 
Borders as symbol of security
The physical borders in terms of fences and walls create a sense of security. Many inter-
viewees mentioned that the management of entry at the gates benefits security inside 
(Interviews No. 12, 13, 39, and 47). For instance: 
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“With enclosed property management, the thieves are fewer, and it is more difficult 
for them to steal. Even if they come, there is nothing to be stolen. We normally 
don’t keep money at home but deposit it with the bank. If they want to take the 
furniture, it is hard to do that, for they need a car to carry it. However, outside cars 
can’t enter. The enclosed property management is indeed good for security.” (No. 
39, October 06, 2013, Clifford resident). 
“After so many years of practice, the enclosed property management system is ma-
ture now. The outsiders generally are restricted from entering, for the community is 
closed. I feel safe in our community.” (No. 47, October 13, 2013, Clifford resident). 
In fact, “enclosed property management” has enhanced the sense of security among resi-
dents, for whom a situation without gates and fences is unimaginable. As one resident 
who bought a villa in Clifford Estate as a second home claimed:
“If there were no fences and walls, I would not feel good about the safety of my 
property when I am not here.” (No. 34, December 13, 2012, Clifford resident). 
Another resident compared Clifford Estate with Zhongyi Village, which lacks fences and 
walls: 
“The sense of safety here is better. I don’t very much like to go to Zhongyi Village, 
where it is certainly less safe than here. Although it is not so unsafe, I don’t dare to 
go there in the evening.” (No. 21, December 08, 2012, Clifford resident). 
The gates and fences are so pervasive that some residents do not consider that gatedness 
is an abnormal social phenomenon. As one interviewee said:
 “You can enter only with the IC card. If anybody can come in without IC card, 
security becomes a question. In fact, all the not-so-old communities are like us 
[closed].” (No. 32. December 13, 2012, Clifford resident).  
Borders as purchased private service
Security is viewed as a kind of private “public service” provided by the property manage-
ment company. Residents frequently mentioned that the need for fences and walls fol-
lows from their purchasing the service in the first place. It is a duty of the property ma-
nagement company, they argue, to maintain safety inside based on the fact that they 
charge a management fee: 
“Q: Which do you prefer? Loose enclosed property management or strict enclosed 
property management? 
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A: I prefer strict enclosed property management.
Q: Why? 
A: Basically, it conveys that the management of community is active. If there were 
not enclosure, why would we need the property management company? Moreover, 
the property management fees would make no sense. 
Q: What do you think the property management fees are used for?
A: The use of the charge is manifold, including community cleaning and greening, 
security inside, the shuttle bus service… 
Q: How much do you need to pay in management fees each month?
A: The charge is actually very high in Clifford Estate. The average is 2.2 yuan per 
square meter; however, the charge starts at 180 yuan no matter how small your flat 
is.” (No. 18, December 08, 2012, Clifford resident) 
Asked why the community needs many guards patrolling inside, aside from managing the 
enclosure, one resident claimed:
“It is a lack of a secure social environment for us. We are charged so much in ma-
nagement fees; the company should offer the security service for us. If there were 
not guards patrolling in the community, we would not have to pay so much in ma-
nagement fees.” (No. 47, October 13, 2013, Clifford resident).
However, although it reduces the likelihood of crime to have enclosure management and 
patrols, it does not prevent crime. Not only did interviewees frequently cite burglaries; 
some even reported murders. One interviewee reported that a burglary took place despite 
two barriers protecting the neighborhood:
“There is a main door in the Clifford community and a sub-division door in my 
daughter’s residential unit. Most importantly, there were guards patrolling. It was 
about 9 o’clock in the evening, and it was raining that night. My daughter was in 
Guangzhou visiting a friend of hers, and my son-in-law stayed at home during that 
time. In order to avoid the thunder, my son-in-law shut off all the lights and the te-
levision. He lay down on a chair to relax and left the door open for the sake of cold, 
fresh air in the hot summer. In that moment, a thief entered our home. When the 
thief found somebody at home, the thief ran away immediately. If there had been 
nobody at home, the burglary would have succeeded. What is the use of enclosure? 
It is nothing!” (No. 19, December 08, 2012, Clifford resident). 
Crime does occur in the community. Four murders have been reported in the last thirteen 
years (huang and Xu 2012), and about 100 burglaries took place between April and 
September, 2014 in Clifford Estate (netease BBs 2014). The most recent murder case 
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involved a hidden corpse in a villa in Clifford Estate and gave rise to a protest by resi-
dents directed at the property management company. The residents requested that the 
property management company secure the community and install CCTV surveillance 
systems inside. 
Therefore with perceptions of external threats real and unreal, security is packaged as a 
private “public” service by the developers and sold as such to buyers. According to this 
logic, the border composed of fences and walls represents security. Although the border 
does not completely prevent crime, it provides or enhances the gated community resi-
dents’ sense of safety.
Stigma: vicinity outsiders as a potential source of crime 
Insider residents distrust and even discriminate against vicinity outsiders and entertain a 
stereotype about them as the potential source of crime. Most interviewees believed that 
vicinity outsiders entering the community would bring the crime: 
“I think that enclosed property management is necessary. Because if we opened the 
door, there would be a lot of security problems from the outsiders coming in. When 
the outsiders come in, burglary happens easily; maybe even murder would happen 
as well. Anything is possible.” (No. 47, October 13, 2013, Clifford resident).
 “Speaking from morality, I think letting the vicinity outsiders coming in is okay. 
But speaking personally, it would be better if the outsiders did not come. If they just 
came in to have a look, or only for a rest, no problem. However, if eighty percent 
of them may have these purposes, but twenty percent of them might have other 
purposes, they may be up to deviant things. Eighty percent of them might be good 
people, but it is difficult to tell about the other twenty percent.” (No. 46, October 11, 
2013, Clifford resident).  
Some residents declare that “enclosed property management” poses a target for nominal 
groups of outsiders such as salespeople, thieves, and burglars. However, this is actually 
an example of how residents go about othering the local villagers: 
“I don’t want the villagers to enter the Community freely. On the one hand, there are 
too many residents accommodated inside the community now. On the other hand, if 
the villagers want to enter our community, there must be some [improper] purposes. 
If the villagers just want entertainment, they can go to the city park or the lawn 
outside.” (No. 21, December 08, 2012, Clifford resident).
Trust is lacking among people in the society, especially in this megalopolis area to which 
rapid urbanization has brought so many different people to live together so quickly. The 
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distrust not only pervades between insiders and outsiders but also among the insiders. 
One resident explained: 
“If I paid for my breakfast with a 100-yuan note in the morning here, the seller has 
to rub the cash against the wall to check its authenticity. If I paid with a 100-yuan 
note in my hometown to buy breakfast, the seller never checks it.” (No. 43, October 
11, 2013, Clifford resident). 
And despite enclosed property management, burglaries still happen inside. The residents 
have started to suspect that the thieves might be gated community residents. Take for 
example the interviewee reported above who related a burglary during a summer storm. 
When asked why that had happened despite the community providing “enclosed property 
management”, she replied:  
“This is a mega-scale community; the thieves might have companions living inside. 
The thieves might come either from outsiders or from insiders.” (No. 19, December 
08, 2012, Clifford resident).
Frequently, other residents would mention that the source of crime might be inside. One 
interviewee said:
“There are lot of thieves now; it is hard to tell who they are. They might be the pro-
perty owners or the outsiders. Both are possible!” (No. 61, November 20, 2014, 
Clifford resident).
It was surprising to find that the residents even distrust the neighborhood guards, who 
they also think might become a source of crime. Employment as a neighborhood guard 
represents temporary, low-paid work. The property management company often hires 
inexperienced rural migrants as guards. This is why some residents believe that the gu-
ards on patrol on represent superficial security:  
“The guards normally patrol only for the sake of appearances. But the guards some-
times might also be out of line [do something bad]. We can see the people; but it is 
hard to see their heart.” (No. 51, October 13, 2013, Clifford resident).
7.5.2 Ordering and othering
The process of rebordering involves both ordering and othering (van houtum and van 
naerssen 2002). As o’dowd (2002, p.14) argues, “borders are integral to human beha-
vior – they are a product of the need for order, control and protection in human life and 
they reflect our contending desires for sameness and difference, for a marker between ‘us’ 
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and ‘them’”. The residential border orders different groups of people and constructs the 
order of “inside” versus “outside” in order that a homogenous group of people are sorted. 
In pursuit of a purified living place, the concomitant process of othering involves the 
border creating (or excluding) “others”. In other words, borders create order and “other” 
some people as outsiders. Processes of ordering and othering are embedded in the process 
of symbolic rebordering. 
The order of the inside and the outside
For the residents, the border is important to maintain the order of inside and outside. The-
re is a lake inside the gated community that serves as a recreational site for all residents 
(Figure 30). Residents have voluntarily organized a variety of group activities such as 
dance, chess, singing etc. Living with one’s similar socio-economic group, people con-
ceive of the inside as a safe, orderly space. The ordered space gives residents a tendency 
to be more willing to communicate with each other. As one resident said: 
“To talk with people, the feeling is totally different between people who are insiders 
and people who are outsiders. I feel a sense of security inside. On the one hand, 
everyone knows each other’s accommodation status here. Whether we own a flat or 
just live here, the economic status would not be poor. On the other hand, if the 
economic status is not poor, then the quality [in Chinese: suzhi] of a resident will be 
better. We can talk casually as we did now, for we inside are as neighbours. If I were 
Figure 30: Living space inside the gated community
Source: Photograph by author
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outside, generally, I would not talk, and would not have contact with anybody!” 
(No. 13, December 04, 2012, Clifford resident).
The residents look to borders as a matter of social status, dividing people into different 
social groups. The better-off groups live inside, while the low-income groups live outside. 
Residents even believe that social stratification can drive low-income people to work 
hard and toil for a good life: 
“In my opinion, we should have our own circle. The situation of various kinds of 
people intermingled gives me a sense of disorder. Only under a good order can the 
people who are not rich have the goal of fighting to live inside.” (No. 13, December 
04, 2012, Clifford resident).
Creating the others 
Bordering is also a process of othering. In order to maintain the purity of place and a 
“good order”, a process of othering the vicinity outsiders unfolds. Residents subconscious-
ly discriminate against vicinity outsiders. Clifford Estate residents need Zhongyi village 
simply as a matter of economic benefit. The gated community residents attach a stigma to 
migrants, whom they perceive as dirty. Some depict the relationship between the insiders 
and the outsiders as a cat-and-mouse relationship:
“It is like in the capital Beijing during the rural Chinese New Year festival. The city 
is empty, for most of the migrants have left the city. The nannies (in Chinese: A Yi) 
left and the shops closed; there is not even a place to have breakfast. The relation-
ship between us [Clifford Estate] and the residents in Zhongyi Village is like the cat 
and mouse relationship. We don’t want to see them, but we also can’t leave them. 
When we see them, they look dirty and disrupt our living environment. However, 
when they go away, all the shops are closed and you can’t get anything anywhere.” 
(No. 34, December 13, 2012, Clifford resident). 
Meanwhile, the vicinity outsiders also express a feeling of segregation and view the insi-
ders as a distant group:
“The relationship between Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village is like the relation-
ship between the emperor and civilians in ancient times. The emperor lives in the 
luxurious palace, while the civilians live in surrounding rural area. It is like the 
Beijing Imperial Palace and the surrounding area in ancient times.” (No. 33, 
December 13, 2012, migrant in Zhongyi Village).
The affluent insiders need the vicinity outsiders economically but exclude them socially. 
On one hand, when vicinity outsiders who can provide cheap labor services are in short 
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supply, the insiders feel inconvenienced by daily life. But on the other hand when the 
insiders see the vicinity outsiders, it raises the potential conflict in that the insiders regard 
the vicinity outsiders as poor and dirty and as a source of disorder. Hence, the insiders do 
not wish to see them or let them enter their living place. Fences and walls thus construct 
an order that separates the affluent insiders from poor vicinity outsiders. This order means 
that the outsiders are excluded socially; but at the same time the border does not destroy 
the possibility of exchanging economic resources.
7.5.3 Border for whom? The invisible border in Zhongyi Village  
The visible physical border in the gated community of Clifford Estate is loaded with 
multiple meanings. However, its neighboring village, Zhongyi, unrestricted with respect 
to public entry, exhibits the same processes of seeking a sense of security, of ordering and 
othering.  
7.5.3.1  Security in Zhongyi Village 
The rural-urban dual system in China assigns ownership of the land in rural areas to the 
village collective. Villages have a high degree of autonomy. Financial revenue and expen-
ditures are in the hands of village committees in rural areas. As shown in Table 8, except 
for some government subsidies, most of financial revenue comes from the autonomous 
operation of collective lands and businesses. The lease of agricultural lands, markets, 
stores, and industrial plants are the main sources of revenue in Zhongyi Village, accoun-
ting for up to 75 %. Expenditures are divided among operations, management, and welfa-
re. Surplus revenue is distributed as a dividend to indigenous village shareholders.   
Security has become a public service in the village and represents a collective welfare 
expenditure. Frequent crimes have made the security expenditure a main component of 
rural public finances. The cost of maintaining security was 1.3 million yuan in 2011, 
which accounted for 17 % of the total welfare expenditure. The Zhongyi Village commit-
tee set up a “self-protection team” using its own financial revenue. The self-protection 
team hired 43 guards whom it split into three groups. Each group patrols the village in 
shifts every day. In addition to the guards patrolling the village, there is 24-hour surveil-
lance video installed on every main street. Because it is impossible to close the village, 
the village committee also encourages every unit to install an access control system. 
Despite the guards and the CCTV surveillance system, crime frequents Zhongyi Village. 
As the Village Committee reported, it occurs almost every month. The most frequent 
crimes are motorcycle theft and burglary. Five crimes were reported in one month in 
September in 2014, of which three were cases of motorcycle theft and two were burglari-
es (Interview No.62). 
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Table 8: Financial revenue and expenditures of Zhongyi Village 
































1. Operating revenue 129.76 1. Operating    expenditure 170.05




    expenditure 130.26
Markets, stores, and 
plants leases 1,213.30 Wages and allowances 31.34
 3. Other income 
     (i.e. bank interest) 46.09






4. Welfare subsidy 247.3 3. Welfare expenditure 789.86
Family planning 
(birth control) 5.15
Family planning  
(birth control) 14.16
Compulsory educa-
tion 148.54 Compulsory education 35.37
Kindergarten 0 Kindergarten 0.44
Five Guarantees*for 
Poor households 0
Five Guarantees* for 
Poor households 7.07
New rural cooperative 
medical subsidy 5.54







and garbage collection 
expenses
124.98
Elderly subsidy 28.38 Elderly subsidy expenses 93
Public security 0.07 Public security expenses 134.44
Funeral fee subsidy 0 Funeral expenses 3.4
Other welfare subsidy 11.16 Other welfare expenses** 189.45
Balance of last year 3.9 4. Other expenditure*** 51.63
Total 1,701.36 Total 1,141.80
Source: Information from Zhongyi Village Committee in 2014
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Crime, both perceived and experienced, heightened the defensive posture in villagers’ 
minds and deeds. Some indigenous villagers kept watchdogs to look after their homes. 
For instance, one indigenous villager related that her gold was stolen during her daughter’s 
wedding, so she now was raising three watchdogs to patrol the house: two in front of the 
main door and one on the roof (Interview No.42). With modern and traditional technolo-
gy of keeping watch in village, the “open” village has become a fortress.  
7.5.3.2  The ordering process in Zhongyi Village
A process of ordering the space is underway in a rising collective identity for the “Zhon-
gyi Villager”. The hukou system has consolidated the collective identity through its atta-
ched, collectively offered welfare and the corresponding entitlements. As mentioned in 
Chapter 5.5.3, a policy has implemented “converting villages to communities”. Zhongyi 
Village was nominally converted into a community in 1992. This does not significantly 
change residents’ entitlement to state-provided welfare. Specifically, a new non-agricul-
tural hukou was created that conferred some eligibility to state benefits but also retained 
some eligibility for rural rights such as ownership of housing land, to share in collective 
economic revenue. 
Although all the local agricultural hukou was transformed into non-agricultural hukou, 
the villagers cannot receive as much state welfare as urban hukou holders can. As the 
Table 8 in the left column shows, after the reform of Zhongyi Village, the village obtained 
a certain amount of welfare subsidies from the government consisting of items of family 
planning, education, medical care, street lights, greening, and garbage collection. The 
government subsidies totaled 2.5 million yuan in 2011. However, some original rural 
subsidy items have been canceled. One of these is the agricultural subsidy; another is the 
“Five Guarantees” welfare subsidy for poor households. As the expenditures of Zhongyi 
Village (right column in Table 8) show, the welfare items are all only partly subsidized. 
There was a 7.9 million yuan welfare expenditure in 2011, the major part of which, about 
5.4 million or 68 %, was covered by Zhongyi Village Collective itself. Because the state 
subsidy is insufficient and the rural preferential policies no longer apply to the reformed 
village (i.e., which is now a “community”), the villagers complain that under this new 
type of hukou they “don’t have full eligibility to receive the state-provided welfare and 
are losing their original rural right at the same time”. (Interview No. 62).
The process known as “converting villages to communities” is connected with another 
policy implemented in 2005 called “fixing the share-right to collective economic revenue” 
(in Chinese: gufen guhua). This policy provides that all collective economic revenue be 
divided into a certain number of shares of stock depending on the number of Zhongyi 
hukou holders. All the villagers who have Zhongyi hukou and were born before January 1, 
2006 can obtain a certain amount of stock. The stock is distributed in fixed proportion to 
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each villager under a rule of “not reduced after death, not increased for a newborn child”. 
From that point on, the villagers could only collect economic bonuses from the collective 
based on their respective stock holdings. Children born after 2006 have the right to inhe-
rit stock or receive it as a legacy from their family; but no new stock will issue from the 
village collective. The villagers are faced with choosing for their new born child between 
non-agricultural hukou with all benefits or Zhongyi agriculture hukou. However, because 
most of the land has been sold and the retained land and collective economic revenue 
fixed into stock, “there are not any advantages for a new born baby to choose an agricul-
tural hukou”, as one indigenous villager claimed (Interview No. 52). 
Hukou has become a strong border demarcating the homogenous group of indigenous 
villagers. Because the size of anyone’s share of village-provided welfare and the village’s 
collective economic bonus are based on Zhongyi hukou, the collective identity of Zhon-
gyi Villagers is enhanced and fixed by the hukou system.   
Except for the sorting of the homogenous group of villagers under the hukou system, lo-
cal villagers feel attached to the village. The influx of Clifford Estate residents has conso-
lidated the local consciousness of Zhongyi Village area. There is a park (Liangtang park) 
and an ancestral temple in the inner space of village where indigenous villagers and mi-
grants normally spend their leisure time (Figure 31). The indigenous villagers regard 
these places as their own and tend to communicate more easily here: 
“Only in here [in Zhongyi Liantang Park], would I talk to you; if we were outside 
[outside the village], I would never talk to you. If we were outside, you would go 
your way, I go mine and never talk; who knows if you are a good person or not.” 
(No. 26, December 9, 2012, indigenous villager).
Figure 31: Recreational space for Zhongyi residents
Source: Photographs by author
  Zhongyi Liantang Park   Ancestral Temple 
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7.5.3.3  The othering process in Zhongyi Village
For indigenous villagers, the line between Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village is a subse-
quent border, even a superimposed border. Different groups of people have settled around 
the border, including: (a) indigenous villagers who have Zhongyi rural hukou; (b) urban 
hukou holders, a part whom are employees of the public institutions such as Zhongyi 
primary school teachers, doctors at the Zhongyi neighborhood health station, and other, 
laid-off workers, mostly local villagers who worked at street-run state-owned enterprises 
(“SOEs”) or collective-owned enterprises (“COEs”) that went bankrupt or were priva-
tized; (c) rural migrants; and (d) the subsequent residents of Clifford Estate. As the indi-
genous people, the villagers are “othering” the other residents: residents of Clifford Es-
tate, migrants, and local laid-off villagers who hold urban hukou. 
Othering the company and the residents of Clifford Estate
The construction of Clifford Estate has brought many advantages for Zhongyi Village. 
Commercial and service industries in Zhongyi Village have boomed, creating many job 
opportunities and attracting a large member of migrants to seek accommodation in Zhon-
gyi Village. The market for leased housing in Zhongyi Village has prospered. However, 
the loss of so much agricultural land has limited local villagers’ appreciation of Clifford 
Estate. As one indigenous villager complained:
“If the Clifford Estate company had not bought our land, we would have kept it until 
now and got a better price today ... The development of our village is far behind that 
of other nearby villages who still have most of their land.” (No. 9, December 03, 
2012, indigenous villager).
The indigenous villagers also shun the private services supplied by Clifford Estate. An 
interview with a teacher at Zhongyi middle school shows that some local villagers do not 
wish to be educated in the private environment of Clifford Estate: 
“There was a period when Clifford Estate International [private high] school would 
invite excellent local students to study there for free, and provide food and accom-
modation. The invited local students normally rejected studying there, apart from 
only one year, when a student accepted the invitation. The villagers did not get used 
to the private environment and preferred to study in traditional, famous public 
schools.” (No. 15, December 05, 2012, indigenous villager). 
The coming of Clifford Estate also brought the disadvantages of modernity. Some resi-
dents of Clifford Estate would seek the hotels in Zhongyi Village for vice activities such 
as drug use and gambling. As one migrant worker who used to work at a hotel in Zhongyi 
Village said:
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“Some residents of Clifford Estate would take drugs in the hotel in Zhongyi Village 
regularly. I found that when I worked at the hotel as an attendant. Because of the 
vice activities in the hotel, I resigned my job.” (No. 33, December 13, 2012,  mi-
grant worker in Zhongyi Village). 
Zhongyi Village excludes residents of Clifford Estate through the hukou system as well. 
The right to access the public primary school is based on the hukou designation, under 
which only residents with local Zhongyi hukou can access Zhongyi primary school. The 
supply of private educational facilities in Clifford Estate has become short with more new 
residents moving in. As chapter 7.4.2 showed, some educational facilities in Zhongyi 
Village are being promoted among the neighborhood facilities of Clifford Estate. In fact, 
residents of Clifford Estate are excluded from this state-supported public system because 
their urban hukou is not designated as Zhongyi village. If Clifford Estate residents want 
to attend public primary school in Zhongyi Village, they must purchase the service just as 
the rural migrants.
Othering the migrants 
As another segment of the residents of Zhongyi Village, the migrants either work at the 
village factories or are accommodated at the village. Housing rentals to the migrant wor-
kers are one of the main income sources in Zhongyi Village. However, the villagers other 
the migrants in several ways. 
First, migrants are considered a source of disorder in the village. Zhongyi Liantang Park 
and ancestral temple are two of the main public spaces in Zhongyi Village. Formerly they 
would remain open all day long, but after some undesirable behaviors arose including 
overnighting and littering, the village committee hired staff exclusively to look after the-
se places during the day and began to lock the park and ancestral temple during the eve-
ning. 
Second, migrants are subject to employment discrimination. Zhongyi Village established 
the security team but would only allow indigenous villagers to do the work. Employment 
discrimination exists not only between indigenous villagers and rural migrants within the 
village but also between Clifford Estate residents and rural migrants. The residents of 
Clifford Estate prefer to hire the local villagers as housekeepers, for instance, for the local 
villagers have fixed accommodations and village roots.    
Third, although the population of rural migrants in Zhongyi Village is greater than that of 
indigenous villagers and a great many of the rural migrants have lived in Zhongyi Village 
for a long time, their hukou status bars them from receiving the same public services and 
welfare as the indigenous villagers. Children’s education is the major issue arising from 
this. Since state-provided public education is exclusively for citizens who have local hu-
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kou, the rural migrants without it must either pay additional fees for their children or send 
them to school in their respective home towns. It is true that the hukou system has be-
come more flexible and migrant workers can obtain urban hukou through a point system; 
however, even if a migrant’s children have the right to attend the local school, they re-
main isolated within the school. Investigation has revealed that there are two first-grade 
classes at the Zhongyi primary school and that all indigenous students are in one class 
while the migrant students are in other classes. Moreover, the government assigns a quo-
ta index to the village school every year and requests that the village school recruit more 
of the migrant workers’ children; but in reality the local village sentiment runs against the 
additional quota index (Interview No. 62).
Othering local villagers who lack Zhongyi hukou
Indigenous villagers do not even stop at othering local, laid-off villagers. One group of 
local villagers, born and raised in Zhongyi but today with Panyu city hukou registrations, 
have relinquished their rural hukou, having transferred it to urban hukou at a time when 
they worked at SOEs or COEs. They subsequently became urban laid-off workers in the 
course of bankruptcy or privatization of those employers.  
One interviewee (No. 48), an indigenous villager with urban hukou, formerly worked at 
the Zhongcun textile plant, a street-owned COE. During the SOEs/COEs reform period 
in the 1990s, the Zhongcun textile plant was privatized, and he and many other emplo-
yees were laid off. This interviewee complained that the villagers no longer accept them:
 “Because we do not have local rural hukou, the village welfare system does not 
cover us any longer, and they don’t even allow us to park our cars in the village 
parking area. Only the indigenous villagers who have rural hukou can park there. 
The village collective said we do not belong to Zhongyi Village anymore.” (No. 48, 
October 13, 2013, laid-off worker). 
Hence, the hukou system itself has become a stubborn border dividing the people into 
different groups in Zhongyi Village.
 
7.6 Social networks in residential borderland
7.6.1 Different types of social relationships between insiders and outsiders
7.6.1.1  Economic connections improved weak social ties 
There are strong flows of residents from Clifford Estate to the Zhongyi Village area. But 
economic connections have not created strong social ties between the insiders and vicini-
ty outsiders. Although many Clifford residents like to shop in Zhongyi Village daily, their 
contacts are mostly limited to buying and selling. Visits to the village area are only to 
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purchase services and goods, rather than for social contact. As the residents of Clifford 
Estate describe it:
“Although I know them by sight, and they know me by sight, it has no meaning. We 
still don’t know each other’s name. We are busy shopping; it is not time to talk.” 
(No. 19, December 08, 2012, Clifford resident). 
“We don’t have much to talk about when we meet; we just greet each other. Only 
because we see each other a lot, have we then become familiar.” (No. 18, December 
08, 2012, Clifford resident).
“I know the stallholders by sight, for I often buy stuff there; and some hairdressers I 
know well; but the relationship does not reach the level of friendship. However, I 
have a regular nanny for house cleaning; I will contact her when I need cleaning 
service, but I have not learned much about her.” (No. 12, December 04, 2012, Clif-
ford resident).
The interview cited below shows how a self-employed seamstress knows many insiders 
because they frequently visit her store. As the author conducted the interview, some such 
customers whom she knew arrived, and she would introduce them. Although the relation-
ship between her and the customers did not rise to the level of intimacy, she conversed 
liberally with the customers while they waited and she readied the clothing: 
“Q: What kinds of people normally come here to have clothes sewn? 
A: Many of them are elderly woman from Clifford Estate.
Q: Are you on familiar terms with the customers?  
A: Some are familiar, some are not. The customers who come here frequently are 
familiar. 
Q: Do you know who they are? 
A: To be honest, I can’t tell exactly what their names are, but I know a lot about 
what they do, such as accountants, businessmen.” (No. 27, December 09, 2012, 
self-employed seamstress).
Although insiders and outsiders do not develop friendships, the flow of insiders to the 
nearby village has important social meaning. First, the residents’ visits to the neighboring 
village area increase the chance of social encounters between the economically privileged 
groups and the low-income groups, which alleviates the degree of residential segregation. 
Second, the economic connections have created weak social ties between the gated com-
munity residents and some segments of vicinity outsiders; these relationships involve 
greeting one another or having brief conversations upon meeting. For instance, gated 
community residents often shop daily in the same store in Zhongyi Village and thereby 
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become familiar with storeowners, who as a group are mainly rural migrants. Moreover, 
the migrants who work at Clifford Estate providing housekeeping services also create 
weak social ties with the insiders. The weak social connection is beneficial in terms of 
increasing mutual understanding.
7.6.1.2  Strong social ties across the border
Besides the proportion of weak social ties across the borders, some kinds of strong social 
ties also permeate the borders between inside and the vicinity outside. The first kind is 
clan networks of the villagers. The urbanization process in Panyu district led some of the 
younger-generation indigenous villagers to purchase housing in Clifford Estate. After 
they had moved into the gated community, they keep very strong, intimate social ties with 
their family members and relatives who still live in Zhongyi:
“My daughter bought a flat inside four years ago; My wife and I live in the village; 
we always visit my daughter for meals.” (No. 38, October 06, 2013, indigenous 
villager).
“A nephew on my mother’s side and a nephew on my father’s side both live inside. 
I just need a call to enter [Clifford Estate]. Moreover, today there is a wedding ce-
lebration [a villager’s] being held in the Clifford Estate hotel; I am going to attend 
and many local villagers will join in as well.” (No. 26, December 9, 2012, indige-
nous villager).
The data collected during observation by following also provide evidence that some indi-
genous villagers own property inside Clifford Estate (see Chapter 6.2.4). Through the 
village clan networks, they keep firm social contact with villagers still living outside.  
The second kind of strong social tie permeating the border is that of migrants, some of 
whom have relocated their original kin or clan networks into the area. As explored earlier, 
the influx of Clifford Estate residents has facilitated commercial development in Zhongyi 
Village and created many job opportunities. Some well-educated, economically well-situ-
ated migrants have bought property in Clifford Estate. Finding job opportunities in Zhon-
gyi, they have encouraged relatives or fellow-townsmen from their places of origin to 
migrate to Zhongyi Village. Take for instance the case of Interviewee No. 33, a young 
girl: she and her mother migrated to Zhongyi Village because of her uncle lives inside 
Clifford Estate and induced them to come.  
The third kind of strong tie that permeates the border arises from employment. Some ur-
ban hukou holders who work in Zhongyi Village have bought a residence inside and live 
in the gated community but work for outsiders in the vicinity. For instance, a retired tea-
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cher from Zhongcun high school said that many high school teachers in his school had 
bought housing inside Clifford Estate (Interview No.15). They live in the gated commu-
nity but work in the village area teaching students from the village.
7.6.1.3  Different social circles  
Although many migrant workers, as shop operators and services staff in Zhongyi Village, 
have built focused economic contacts with insiders and created weak social ties with 
them, most migrants’ lives transpire within their own circles, which seldom intersect with 
those of insiders. Migrants’ circles consist mostly of their original fellow townsmen or 
laoxiang in Chinese, and exclude much social contact with other groups. One migrant 
depicted the situation as follows: 
“I don’t know any person who lives in Clifford Estates; however, I have many fellow 
townsmen in Zhongyi Village. We are here doing labor work. How can we buy 
housing inside? We don’t have any fellow townsmen living inside.” (No. 10, 
December 03, 2012, Migrant worker in Zhongyi Village). 
Figure 32 shows two migrants processing accessories in Zhongsan village park on a self-
employed, temporary basis. Both the pictured women are from Hunan province and have 
Figure 32: Two migrants processing acessories in a village park
Source: Photograph by author
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lived in Zhongsan village for five years. They migrated to Zhongsan Village to join their 
adult children, and got to know each other as they both recreated in the park. One intro-
duced the other to accessories processing. Mainly they care for their grandchildren and 
only fill their spare time with such temporary work. A typical day for either of them fol-
lows the same trajectory: they see their grandchildren off to kindergarten in the morning 
and then come to the park in Zhongsan village to this accessories processing. Around 
noon they both go home to cook for their adult children who also work in the village. 
After lunch, they return to their accessories processing in the park until four in the after-
noon, when they pick their grandchildren from kindergarten and return home. They each 
typically can process eighty accessories over the course of such a day, at a rate of 0.25 
yuan per item; so they can earn about 10 yuan per day per person at it. Typical of the 
daily life of a rural migrant is that it unfolds together with those of a circle of fellow 
townsmen and seldom intersects with those of the insiders. 
Migrants have formed different “fellow-townsmen groups” based on their regional ori-
gins: groups from Hunan or the Jiangxi, for example, which are also referred to as such. 
As interviewed, one migrant from Ganzhou, Jiangxi province, said:
“We are a group of decoration workers from Ganzhou. We worked in the city of 
Xiamen before. Later, some of us migrated here and found a lot of opportunity, and 
then a large gang of us followed and came here. The number of our fellow towns-
man is smaller now—about 200 still remain here [many moved on owing to the fi-
nancial crisis in 2008]—but at the peak it was more than 500.” (No. 28, December 
9, 2012, migrant worker in Zhongyi Village).
The rural migrants live in Zhongyi Village without any fences or walls separating them. 
But these groups, indigenous villagers and rural migrants, nonetheless carry on in sepa-
rate circles. As the interview cited below shows, although the migrants have lived in the 
city area for a long time, they still have not formed intimate social connections with local 
villagers or Clifford Estate residents. The most common kind of social tie between mi-
grants and local villagers is an economic one: the landlord-tenant relationship. Rural mi-
grants have few contacts with local people and little attachment to the city or the village 
even when they have lived there for a long time: 
“Q: How long have you been here?
A: I have been here for more than twenty years.
Q: What do you do here?
A: I am a laborer; I do everything, but mostly work as a builder. 
Q: Does your family stay with you?
A: Yes, we rent an accommodation here; if my family were not here, I would not 
stay here for long. However, during my son’s schooling, he was in our home town. 
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It is very expensive to study here. Now he is working at a factory nearby. 
Q: Have you ever been to Clifford Estate before?
A: No, I seldom to visit other places; I usually need to work. There is no time to go 
to other places. After work, I just have a limited rest here [in the village park].
Q: Do you know any local people here?
A: I don’t know anybody; I seldom contact others, and seldom talk to others.” (No. 
2, September 02, 2012, migrant worker in Zhongyi Village).
There are several reasons for resident rural migrants’ detachment from the village. First, 
the migrants’ hukou as well as their roots remain in their respective home town, and the 
city provides little social welfare that would enable them to uproot and settle down. Se-
cond, rural migrants have high mobility in the city. Most of them are self-employed, en-
gaging in temporary, informal jobs. They change jobs frequently. The high mobility of 
rural migrants restricts the formation of stable social relationships with the local villagers. 
Third, there is a language barrier to migrants’ integrating into the local village. Most rural 
migrants do not speak Cantonese, the main language of the local villagers; and some 
cannot even speak Mandarin well. The language barrier restricts rural migrants’ commu-
nication with the local villagers. 
7.6.1.4  The decline in social contacts 
Although the weak and strong social ties permeating the border demonstrate the process 
of debordering of social networks, the fences and walls have reconstructed a border that 
cleaves two social networks out of adjacent enclaves. After some outsiders moved into 
the gated community, the social connections between them and the vicinity outsiders 
went into retreat. As outsiders have reported, after a friend moves into the gated commu-
nity of Clifford Estate, social contact between them declined or even vanished, the friends 
becoming alienated:
“A friend of mine bought a flat in Clifford Estate. I visited his flat once a time a long 
time ago, and he had given me his telephone number then. The telephone member 
was written down on a piece of newspaper, and I put it in my pocket but forgot to 
take it out when the clothes were being washed. Since the telephone number vanis-
hed, we haven’t had any more contact.” (No. 9, December 03, 2012, indigenous 
villager). 
“I visited a friend of mine in Clifford Estate twice, but that was in the early 2000s. 
After that, we didn’t contact one another anymore. I don’t know whether he has 
moved away or not, or even died. [Q: How do you know each other?] He is a fellow 
townsman of mine; there was a time when he would come to visit me, but he didn’t 
do that again afterwards.” (No. 16, December 05, 2012, migrant in Zhongyi Village). 
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One indigenous villager who usually enters Clifford Estate for shade during the summer 
used to interact with many Clifford residents inside. (He was introduced in Chapter 7.2.4). 
However, according to his statements, this did not lead to significant social ties: 
“Q: As you usually go to Clifford Estate for shade, do you know any residents there?
A: There are a few, even if I know one or two of them, just because we meet a lot 
on the hill when I take shade there. However, they are not local [Guangzhou] peo-
ple who can speak Cantonese; they come from different places, such as Hunan, Ji-
angxi, and Sichuan. 
Q: Do you keep contact with them?
A: No, we only have a talk during the recreation inside [in Clifford Estate], just a 
chat together, nothing more.” (No. 15, December 05, 2012, indigenous villager).
7.6.2 Neighborhood relationships among insiders 
In fact there is a lag of social interactions within the gated community. The interactions 
and communications between neighbors are weak in Clifford Estate. Interviewees fre-
quently mentioned that people are busy working, and there was little opportunity for 
them to see each other and no time to communicate even with neighbors: 
“We normally don’t see each other; we go to work in the morning and come back in 
the evening. After we back home, the door is always closed. It is rare to communi-
cate.” (No. 47, October 13, 2013, Clifford resident). 
“Everyone’s life-circle is not so large. Our circle is limited to colleagues or a small 
group of friends. It is very difficult to create a new circle or enter other circles [after 
moving in]. As you know, everybody faces huge pressure at work; there are only 
one or two days off in a week.” (No. 43, October 11, 2013, Clifford resident).
An elderly resident bought a residence in Clifford Estate as place live in retirement. He 
normally stays at home and expresses a lonely emotion due to the scant connections with 
neighbors: 
“I don’t know the next-door neighbors, for they always have the door and windows 
closed. It is hard to see them. I normally watch TV at home. When it is time to cook, 
I go out to buy food and meat, and then come back home. Sometimes I just go to 
Clifford Lake to have a break.” (No. 7, December 01, 2012, Clifford resident).  
Public space, such as the lake and the community club at Clifford Estate, is a collective 
recreation space for the residents. Daily communication and contact mostly happen here. 
However, the daily contact does not form intimate relationships. As one resident said:
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“We are familiar with each other; however, we don’t visit each other. We just sit to-
gether and have a talk here [in the public area]. The topic is daily family life. For 
example: how many children do you have? What do they do? Do you live with your 
son or your daughter? We are not close contacts.” (No. 19, December 08, 2012, 
Clifford resident). 
Due to the rapid development of the economy and urbanization, a large population has 
migrated from rural to urban areas, or from less developed inland cities to the developed 
coastal cities. Different people have come together in a very short period of time, and the 
old neighborhood relationships were disrupted in the wake of the migration while new 
neighborhood relationships are still forming. The city residents come from everywhere 
but lack roots in the new places. Residents inhabit the same community, but everyone is 
a stranger to each other. As one resident who missed the intimate neighborhood relation-
ship in his home town said:  
“When my parents lived in the home town, the neighborhood relationship was total-
ly different from here. Our family kept very good relationships with the neighbors 
next-door, upstairs and downstairs. If one family did something, it attracted the 
other neighbors to do something together. For example, if one family sent their 
children to take lessons, the neighbors would follow suit and do the same. Moreo-
ver, we would often make a plan to travel together. The neighborhood relationship 
is very harmonious.” (No. 43, October 11, 2013, Clifford resident). 
7.6.3 The transformation of social networks in residential borderland
The social network dimension of the border indicates a separation of the social ties per-
meating the border between the gated community and the urban village. As Figure 33 
shows, a transformation of social relationships among the residents has taken place in the 
residential borderland. The transformation has involved simultaneous processes of debor-
dering and rebordering in the social networks dimension. Different levels of social 
contacts, i.e., economic connections, weak social connections, normal social connections, 
and strong social connections (for discussion of the definitions, see Chapter 3.2.4), have 
transgressed the borders. 
7.6.3.1  Types of social networks in the 1980s 
In the pre-reform period, Zhongyi villagers were a homogeneous group. Strong social 
connections and intimate social ties existed among them, and collectively were called the 
“village clan network”. When in the 1980s some factories sprang up Zhongyi Village, ru-
ral migrants came to live, and they changed the population structure and broke up the 
homogeneity. In this period, most of the migrants were first-generation migrants who 
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stood in landlord-tenant relationships with indigenous villagers. Within this group of mi-
grants, there were two types of social ties. The first type was the original kinship or the 
“fellow-townsmen” relationship of people from the same village migrating together to the 
same city. Their social activities continue to follow these fellow-townsmen circles, which 
are characterized by very strong mutual social ties. The second type of social ties among 
migrants was the new collegial relationships among migrants working in the same facto-
ry. These were weaker social ties.  
7.6.3.2  Types of social networks in the 1990s 
The village area has been divided into two parts by the construction of Clifford Estate 
since the 1991. In the 1990s, most of the residents in Clifford Estate were either people 
from Hong Kong or wealthy people from Guangzhou who had second homes in Clifford 
Estate. Within Clifford Estate was thus a highly homogenous, wealthy group of people. 
Three types of social connections were prevalent among gated community residents. First 
were original social circles formed before the residents moved to the gated community, in 
situations where several owners who already knew one another purchased properties at 
the same time. Second were newly-formed social connections, e.g., neighborhood or club 
relationships among residents who met through participation in specific common interest 
community clubs. Third were the weak social connections formed as a matter of daily 
living in the same place, such as from talking with or greeting one another at recreation 
in a public area. 
Social connections between the insiders of Clifford Estate and the vicinity outsiders of 
Zhongyi Village were rare. Only a few economic connections existed where some local 
villagers were employed, say, as housekeepers. Because the indigenous villagers could 
speak Cantonese and had permanent housing in Zhongyi Village, the insiders preferred to 
hire the local villagers rather than the rural migrants, who were typically excluded from 
such housekeeping services at first.
7.6.3.3  Types of social networks after 2000 
Since 2000, the process of suburbanization has accelerated. Many middle-class residents 
have moved into Clifford Estate, and the economic connection between Clifford Estate 
and Zhongyi Village has substantially increased. Accordingly, the mainly economic 
contacts as well as some types of social contacts permeating the border between the en-
claves have been transformed. In this stage, various types of social relationships have 
emerged across the border, as discussed in Chapter 7.6.1. 
Within the gated community, there are weak, fragile social connections among the resi-
dents (see Chapter 7.6.2) that have remained essentially the same since the 1990s. Most 
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Figure 33: Transformation of social networks in residential borderlands
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residents keep to the basic unit of single family and do not form stable, intimate social 
ties with their neighbors. However, the scale of the social circles involving “fellow 
townsmen” of rural migrants in the village increased from the 1990s into the 2000s. Se-
cond-generation migrations have come in a process known as chain migration. The origi-
nal circles of fellow-townsmen have expanded and constituted different “groups” of mi-
grants (see Chapter 7.6.1.3). Although the migrants have been living in the city area for a 
long time, the relationship between them and the local villagers has remained mostly one 
of the economic connections embodied in the landlord-tenant relationship. The relation-
ship between the migrants and the residents of the gated community also consisted main-
ly of economic contacts.
7.7 Actions of the developer and government
7.7.1 Actions of the developer
The development company plays an important role in shaping the bordering process, not 
only between the gated community and the neighboring village, but also between the 
gated community and the city. Clifford Estate is a project developed by an entity known 
as Clifford Group, while the management of the property is controlled by a subsidiary, the 
Clifford Property Management Limited Company (“CPMLC”). The developer is directly 
responsible for the management and perpetuation of the border. The developer built the 
fences and walls that divided the village territory into two parts and constructed the splin-
tered urban infrastructure. Clifford Estate was built with its own infrastructure uncon-
nected to the system in Zhongyi Village. The developer left Zhongyi Village wholly out 
of consideration during construction. As one interview shows: 
“After Clifford Estate was built, the land surface was rigidified. Before, rain was 
absorbed by the land and ponds, and it was hard to flood our village. But now after 
a heavy rain, the water rushes to a flood and the roads are engulfed. Several years 
ago, a heavy rain led to a flood. The beds in some dwellings situated in the low 
places were flooded.” (No. 15, December 05, 2012, indigenous villager).
The debordering processes meant that, with the increasing flows of people into the neigh-
boring area, the gated community had less ability to shutter itself off. First, the ability of 
developers to counter these flows is weakened. The strong flows of gated community re-
sidents into the neighboring village area created conditions for commercial development 
in Zhongyi Village. The commercial and service industries in Zhongyi Village have deve-
loped in competition with and as a challenge to commercial operations in Clifford Estate. 
The developer once even wanted to impede residents from going out. One interviewee 
described how in the early period after Zhongfu Mall had been built, many residents 
drove to Zhongfu Mall to shop there. The property management company at that point 
arranged for some guards to strictly monitor the Clifford private streets connecting to 
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Zhongfu Mall and would not allow the residents to park their cars on the street near the 
mall in order to deter residents from going there (Interview No. 61).
Second, the ability of residents themselves to shutter themselves off has also decreased. 
Residents want the management company to strictly control public entry. However, the 
entry restrictions in Clifford Estate are loosening contrary to the wishes of the residents. 
Observations during the first two stages of fieldwork in 2012 and 2013 indicated that 
every time a visitor entered Clifford estate, a guard would examine his or her IC. But 
during the third stage of fieldwork in 2014, the company had loosened its “enclosed pro-
perty management”. It started to employ middle-aged, female guards. The visiting proce-
dure has been simplified such that visitors could enter by registering their information but 
without being checked. 
The loosening of “enclosed property management” is a reaction of the property manage-
ment company to the rising cost of its undertaking. Once the system was in place, the 
company had to confront the cost of maintenance under inflation. In order to guarantee 
the high quality of its “enclosed property management” service, the management has had 
to raise its fees frequently. At the latest increase, many residents expressed dissatisfaction 
and refused to pay2. Some residents do have the economic ability to pay the higher ma-
nagement fee, but with more and more price-conscious residents moving into the commu-
nity, higher management fees became unpopular. Thus it has been hard to maintain the 
high quality of such a gated private service, and the company has started to hire female 
guards and simplified the complex, strict entry procedure as a cost-saving measure. 
The loosened “enclosed property management” is a processes of debordering which is 
also accompanied by rebordering processes. The regressive management of the borders 
makes for further dissatisfaction on the part of residents toward the developer. For exam-
ple, when one interviewee realized the company had loosened its management of the gate, 
she felt disappointed and declared that she wanted to move to another gated community 
(Interview No. 21). 
7.7.2 Actions of local government 
The governance of gated community
The main strategies of local government toward gated communities are on one hand to 
integrate it into the city – for instance, by asking the development company to build more 
neighborhood facilities and shoulder more social responsibility – but on the other hand to 
encourage “enclosed property management” in order to maintain neighborhood security 
and social stability. 
2 The management fee hike was a result of a plenary vote in 2014 which was mentioned in Chapter 6.2.2. However, due 
to lack of transparency of the vote, many residents reject the result.
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Clifford Estate, a large-scale community, has constructed comparatively comprehensive 
neighborhood facilities and amenities such as middle schools, a hospital, supermarkets, 
restaurants and so on. For a long time, the gated community of Clifford Estate has been 
likened to an independent kingdom. Its operated mostly in isolation from local govern-
ment.  As one resident put it, Clifford Estate was a good place to escape from the “one 
child” birth control policy several years ago because it has a private hospital which the 
government could not easily inspect. When government officials did come, they would be 
denied entry or misled by the guards (Interview No. 45).
The administrative blank space has been filling in since 2008. Due to a sharp increase in 
the cost and need for social affairs management as the number of residents grew, the 
Clifford Estate company chose to cooperate with local government. In 2008, the Clifford 
community committee was set up inside Clifford Estate as a subdivision of the govern-
ment of Panyu. In order to solve the problem of a shortage of primary education in Clif-
ford Estate, the property company of Clifford Estate decided to cooperate with local go-
vernment to build a public primary school inside. The structure of the cooperation was 
such that Clifford Estate provided private land while local government provided financial 
and administrative support. 
From the perspective of security, the government is a stakeholder in the production of 
gated communities. Maintaining social stability is a foremost political concern of the 
government, because gatedness is a direct, effective means of keeping neighborhood se-
curity, which in turn is directly conductive to social stability (miao 2003). In order to 
create “safe and harmonious communities”, sealed management of residential areas is a 
basic policy in China. As one interviewee said:
“The enclosed property management is sometimes strict, and sometimes loosened. 
For instance, if there has been a serious crime, the local government would come to 
inspect the work of enclosed property management. In these periods, the enclosure 
is very strict.” (No. 18, December 08, 2012, Clifford resident). 
Hence, the need for gatedness only serves the economic interests of the developers. Pro-
viding security is considered as a promotional strategy for the development company. 
The security service decays when the security costs rise and cannot be offset by the ma-
nagement fee. The residents and the authorities are the ones who really need “enclosed 
property management” in a community. The residents need borders for security and for 
ordering and othering; the authorities need the borders to achieve their political goal of 
social stability.
The “splintering urbanism” of local government
graham and marvin (2001) introduced the notion of “splintering urbanism”. The phe-
nomenon of residential borderland is actually a reflection of splintering urbanism in the 
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actions of local authorities. In spite of the engagement of local government in the social 
affairs of Clifford Estate, there has been no will to integrate Clifford Estate and Zhongyi 
Village. The government considers Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village as two different 
developmental entities and is not motivated to seek integration of the two contiguous 
enclaves. There is no cooperation with respect to cultural activities, either by Clifford 
Estate or the local government, or between Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village.
The urban planners and the government share the same urbanism about the residential 
borderlands. They understand the two contiguous enclaves as two separate parts rather 
than as a whole. One local urban planner questioned any need to integrate Clifford Estate 
and Zhongyi Village, on the basis that they represent two totally different developmental 
units (Interview No. 56). A Clifford resident complained: 
“If the government wants to integrate us, they should build a bridge across Zhong-
ping Road, where a great many residents walk through to Zhongyi Village every 
day. However, they won’t do it even though several car accidents have happened 
due to the busy traffic.” (No. 12, December 04, 2012, Resident of Clifford Estate).
Figure 34: Village planning of Zhongyi 
Source: The general planning layout of village renovation 2008 (Guangzhou City Plan-
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As Figure 34 shows, the urban planning of Zhongyi Village, implemented in 2008, re-
flects the planners’ splintering urbanism. The plan provides for most of the commercial 
facilities to be arrayed around the middle of the village rather than at the outer part of the 
village. Clifford Estate, however, is located adjacent to the village, to the southeast. 
Despite its huge impact on the development of Zhongyi Village, Clifford Estate was not 
labeled on the map. Most importantly, the contact zone close to Clifford Estate is planned 
for residential use in spite of the fact that, as mentioned in Chapter 7.2.1, most of the 
buildings in this contact zone have actually changed to a commercial use (Figure 22).  
7.8 Summary
In summary, the debordering and rebordering processes in residential borderland can be 
depicted in terms of three respective dimensions: the functional dimension, the symbolic 
dimension, and the social network dimension (Table 9).  
The vigorous flows of people across the border every day indicate a debordering process 
with respect to the physical borders of fences and walls. The flows of people from the 
gated community to village area are characterized as functional exchange of money, 
goods, and services. Insiders who frequent the neighboring village area, especially the 
contact zone, are changing their minds with respect to these places, having found a sense 
of belonging and a regard for some of the adjacent area in the neighboring enclave as a 
part of their daily life. Meanwhile, economic interactions between the insiders and the 
vicinity outsiders have created significant social meanings. Buyers and sellers have be-
come familiar with each other and maintain weak social ties; they greet and carry on brief 
Table 9: Debordering and rebordering processes in residential borderland
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conversations with one another. Although they do not amount to friendship or intimacy, 
the weak social ties are conductive to increasing social understanding among each group 
as between the affluent and the poor. But due in particular to the accelerated process of 
suburbanization, a localization process has come about in Clifford Estate out of which 
some strong social ties have emerged across the border. For instance, the younger gene-
ration of villagers who owns housing inside keeps strong social contacts with their fami-
ly members or relatives in the village. Moreover, some insiders are working in the vicini-
ty enclave. Hence, the debordering process to some extent alleviates the degree of 
segregation between two enclaves. 
However, the debordering process is accompanied by a rebordering process. The econo-
mic need of affluent residents in the village area has created a new, private, bounded 
space. The rise of consumer prices in the contact zone, for example at Zhongyi Food 
Market, has led poorer vicinity outsiders to change their original places of consumption. 
This differentiation in places of consumption has created a new tunnel-like border. Nor 
has the insiders’ rising sense of belonging to places in the vicinity brought complete ac-
ceptance of the residents. In order to maintain the homogeneity of community and exclu-
sive use of the private residential space, the insiders are othering the vicinity outsiders. 
The stigma or stereotypes associated with vicinity outsiders as potential sources of crime 
and disorder persist in the minds of insiders. The insiders begrudge the outsiders any 
entry into their living space. The affluent group and the poor group are actually living in 
different social circles although they have settled down next to each other. The insiders 
need the poor vicinity outsiders only economically but exclude them socially. 
Therefore, the residential borderland is a transitional space between inclusion and exclu-
sion. It exhibits a mixture of processes of debordering and rebordering. 

8 Synthesis: understanding debordering and rebordering processes 
in residential borderland
“Our understanding of bordering processes, and policies, is critical to our understan-
ding of what borders are; We need to focus on the agency of borders that is the ac-
tivities of social, economic and political individuals and the processes of produc-
tion and re-production of borders – the bordering and de-bordering praxis – which 
at a given time in history and within a giving space – are economically, politically 
and culturally embedded.” (Brunet-Jailly 2011, p. 3)
8.1 Debordering and rebordering processes in residential borderland 
Bordering processes consist of bordering, debordering and rebordering. In this study, the 
main focus lies on the processes of debordering and rebordering, which in general take 
place after a border has been created. Debordering and rebordering together denote a 
cyclical process, either aspect of which occurs simultaneously with the other, but not such 
that it leads to contradiction. As Figure 35 shows, the processes of debordering and rebor-
dering are outcomes of the interaction of agency and structure. That is, the practices of 
debordering and rebordering in functional, symbolic, and social network dimensions, as 
actions which are enabled and constrained by different actors, are embedded in structural 
and contextual dynamics at different spatial scales. In the residential borderland, the bor-
der is constructed and reconstructed through the practices of debordering and rebordering 
in their functional, symbolic, and social network dimensions.
With regard to the functional dimension, flows of people, goods, and services are making 
the physical border more permeable and increasing the economic connections and social 
encounters between the affluent groups and low-income groups. Indeed, the process of 
functional debordering was initiated when the border was set up. For instance, the con-
struction workers who built Clifford Estate and were accommodated in the vicinity vil-
lage crossed the border into the gated community every day after the border was set up. 
The border therefore regulates flows rather than prevents them. Since 2000, the residen-
tial border has become more and more permeable for increasing flows of people, goods 
and services across it (see Chapter 7.2). Residents of the gated community cross the 
border to the vicinity village for the purpose of obtaining differentiated goods and ser-
vices. The remarkable outcome of functional debordering is the emergence of a commer-
cialized contact zone.
However, functional rebordering is creating new, private spaces by means of enhancing 
the barrier effects and even producing new, tunnel-like borders. The construction of 
Zhongfu Mall intercepted the flow of insiders to Zhongyi Food Market. The new private 
kindergarten and commercial shops in the Zhongyi Village area are creating new, exclu-
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sively private space as well. The arrival of gated community residents has raised prices 
for goods and services in the contact zone substantially. For instance, Zhongyi Food 
Market was originally a place for local villagers and migrants to shop; but since prices 
have gone up, the poor villagers and rural migrants have started to source their daily ne-
cessities farther afield at cheaper markets. The shift in the location of consumption for 
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the likelihood of regular encounters between the gated community residents and the poor, 
vicinity outsiders. All together it is creating a tunnel-like border. 
Symbolic debordering generates a sense of belonging to various places in the village. The 
insiders’ frequent visits to certain village locations generate an attachment to place. The 
Clifford residents have started to regard the neighboring village as a part of the space in 
which their lives unfold. Property agencies promoting housing in Clifford Estate have 
begun to bundle facilities in the neighboring village as though they were community 
amenities. 
Symbolic rebordering of the gated community is a matter of adopting the spatial strate-
gies that go along with seeking a sense of security and ordering and othering. Such strat-
egies strive toward a purification of space. Although “gated property management” does 
not put an end to crime in the community, the fences and walls reduce the likelihood of 
crime and increase residents’ sense of security. Ordering and othering are simultaneous 
processes. The residential border of the gated community divides the people into insiders 
and outsiders and constructs an order consisting of “inside” and “outside” and of “us” and 
“them”. Within the homogeneous community residents are more willing to communicate 
with other people, increasing the sense of community; but order and security concerns in 
the community lead residents to other the outsiders. First, the residents stigmatize the 
outsiders whom they regard as potentially threatening and as a source of disorder. Second, 
the border serves as a symbol of social status including the affluent while excluding the 
“others”, for whom housing within is unaffordable. When the original order and quality of 
the community went into decline as the community grew to include less highly educated 
residents, residents became dissatisfied with the composition of the community. Many 
rich residents moved out. Third, the most common relationship between the residents of 
the gated community and the vicinity outsiders from the urban village is depicted as a 
“cat and mouse” relationship (see Chapter 7.5.2). 
Social ties do permeate the physical border. But the border is strengthened by a reborde-
ring current in social networks. In the case study area, social networks across the border 
between the gated community of Clifford Estate and the urban village of Zhongyi have 
shifted from being almost non-existent to presenting an array of different types. Since 
2000, the gated community of Clifford Estate has undergone localization. The entry of 
price-sensitive residents has strengthened the economic connection between the gated 
community and the urban village (see Chapter 7.6.1). The economic connection has im-
proved weak social ties, for instance; and village kinship and clan network connections 
have also spread across the border. However, the insiders and the vicinity outsiders none-
theless move in two different social circles. First, strong economic connections obtain 
between them but these do not give rise to deeper-level relationships such as friendship. 
Second, the border dilutes pre-existing friendships. Third, the indigenous village clan 
Synthesis134
networks are not unaffected by the fences and walls: the younger generation of indige-
nous villagers that has moved into the gated community has kept strong connections to 
its family members and relatives through the kinship network, but social contacts with 
the other villagers is reduced due to the barrier of fences and walls reducing likelihood of 
encounter among them.
8.2 The role of structures: contextual and institutional factors
8.2.1 The role of social transformation  
In the wake of economic reform and accompanying rapid economic development in Chi-
na, society has undergone massive transformations (see Chapter 5.4). Social transforma-
tion is reflected in the dimensions of globalization, devolution and marketization. Globa-
lization has brought great foreign direct investment (“FDI”) in China. FDI has driven 
industrial as well as real estate development and become the main source of urban deve-
lopment. Particularly in the Pearl River Delta, FDI in part from Hong Kong has accelera-
ted urban sprawl and the suburbanization of Guangzhou and stimulated town and village 
industrial development in the suburbs. This has led both upper and middle classes to seek 
new commercial housing in the suburbs and migrants to work at factories set up at the 
villages. The devolution of power to the urban government has unleashed local govern-
ment actors, who have more power to set policy and promote urban development. The 
study of the conditions of processes of debordering and rebordering should therefore fo-
cus on the city level. Marketization of China’s land use and housing provision has promo-
ted commercial housing development and provided the residents with more residential 
choices.  
The 1979 strategy to allow some people to “get rich first” has contributed to the emer-
gence of a new middle class and a spatial division between rich and poor and between 
urban and rural. Social stratification in the city is reflected in the residential borderland 
area at the micro-scale, with one part gated community (belonging to urban system) and 
another part urban village (belonging to rural system). The dual Chinese system of urban 
and rural areas has created differences and asymmetries on either side of a residential 
borderland. The same differences and asymmetries meanwhile drive flows of people 
across the border. The vicinity outsiders, who are mainly rural migrants, are a less expen-
sive work force than the residents of the gated community, and this difference is rooted 
in the massive income gap between the country’s urban and the rural areas. Hence, the 
most important difference lies in the price of goods and services between the gated com-
munity and the urban village, which is the direct impetus driving the residents of the 
gated community to shop in the village area. 
Social inequality has caused an increase in crime rates in China. Liu (2006) reported that 
while the annual average rate of real GDP growth was 9.05 % between 1990 and 2002, 
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with GDP reaching $1.23 trillion in 2002, China has become the world’s sixth largest 
economy. At the same time its total official crime rate increased from 55.91 incidents per 
100,000 people in 1978 to 337.5 incidents per 100,000 people in 2002. Granted, the offi-
cial crime rate was low as compared to Western counties. But the unofficial crime rate 
may be higher when one considers the bribery and corruption that have been widely ob-
served in China (Zhang 2013). Crime in the city is frequent, and residents generally feel 
unsafe. For instance, in the urban village of Zhongyi, burglary and motor cycle theft are 
the most frequent crimes (see Chapter 7.5.3.1). In response to this, the village has been 
implementing many crime prevention measures including security patrols, video surveil-
lance, and access control systems to buildings. Crime prevention has become one of the 
main village public service expenditures. The social discourse of crime has motivated 
residents to seek a sense of security in the city.
 
8.2.2 The role of institution 
At the national level, a set of institutional reforms characterize a post-Mao era. These in-
clude the land reform (see Chapter 5.1), the hukou system reform (see Chapter 5. 2), and 
the housing reform (see Chapter 5.3). The main goal of China’s reforms is to change the 
socialist-planned economy to a market-oriented economy. The reform of institutions has 
a strong impact on the creation and perpetuation of the border in the residential area. 
First, land reform has underlain the formation of residential borderland. The land-use 
system has been transforming from a land grant system into a land leasing system since 
the late 1980s. One of the outcomes has been the establishment of a land market. Ho-
wever, due to the government monopoly on the supply of urban land, the land market 
excludes rural villagers. In the process of land expropriation, the local governments ex-
propriated the agricultural land in villages, while bypassing built-up areas in villages in 
order to reduce the cost of compensating the villages for the expropriation. The requisiti-
oned land was changed into urban land while built-up village areas kept their character 
during the process of urbanization. Where the requisitioned land became the site of a new 
gated community next to a village, there emerged the phenomenon of residential border-
land.
Second, the hukou system has divided the people into different groups and pushed rural 
migrants to aggregate in urban villages. Post-Mao era relaxation of internal movement 
restrictions significantly underlies the process of urbanization. However, the hukou-ba-
sed state welfare system is still under-reformed. Without urban hukou, the rural migrants 
are excluded from the urban welfare system. In particular, they are excluded from the 
public housing system in cities and are unable to obtain the expensive housing available 
through the market. Urban villages, as urban low-rent areas, have become a habitat for 
the rural migrants.
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An invisible border exists in the urban village which has been consolidated by the institu-
tion of the hukou system. The assignment of hukou, which determines who in the village 
shall receive village welfare and other corresponding entitlements, consolidated a collec-
tive group identity of “Zhongyi villagers”. The hukou system divides the residents of 
Zhongyi Village into three groups: indigenous villagers, rural migrants, and other indig-
enous villagers who hold urban hukou. The economic status of the group of indigenous 
villagers is superior to that of the other two groups, for they are eligible to benefit from 
the village collective’s welfare and economic interests. The rural migrants and the local 
laid-off villagers who hold urban hukou are excluded from this welfare system. In the 
inferior position, the rural migrants and the other group of indigenous villagers compris-
ing laid-off employees of SOEs/COEs constitute the main group of urban poor. 
The hukou institution has also played the important role in excluding subsequent resi-
dents: those of Clifford Estate. Hukou employs categories of rural and urban as well as a 
location attribution (see Chapter 5.3). The entitlement to state-provided or village collec-
tive-provided welfare is not only based on urban or rural hukou but also on the distinction 
of local (in Chinese: bendi) hukou and non-local or external (in Chinese: wailai) hukou. 
All Zhongyi Village collective welfare and other resources are allocated to villagers based 
on their local (Zhongyi) hukou status. Therefore the location attribute of hukou excludes 
subsequent residents of Clifford Estate from the public welfare provided at Zhongyi vil-
lage, including from such public goods as education.
Third, the housing reform has been sorting the population in a such way that favors afflu-
ent segments moving into commodity housing. The housing reform has brought a trans-
formation from public allocation to commodification. The state government has retreated 
from providing commodity housing, which is now mainly supplied through the market 
and offers superior conditions as compared to other types of housing in the same parts of 
a given city for a higher price. Hence, affordability has become the main market mecha-
nism sorting people into different residential areas. Sorting by affordability means that 
the gated communities are mostly inhabited by the higher income groups while urban 
villages mostly are home to low-income groups.  
In addition, an important outcome of institutional reforms has been the activation of non-
state actors who are less restricted in shaping the practices of debordering and reborde-
ring. With respect to creating a concrete border (bordering), different local actors, i.e., the 
local Panyu government, the villagers of Zhongyi, and most importantly the developers 
have erected the walls and fences of Clifford Estate. The power elites, among them the 
Panyu government and village cadres (with the political power) and the developer (with 
the financial power) are cooperatively creating the border in residential borderland. In the 
practice of debordering and rebordering, the residents of the gated community, the resi-
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dents of the village, the developers and the local government are different actors with 
different motivations pursuing their own goals.
8.2.3 The role of urbanization and suburbanization 
After launching reforms and the open-door policy, China has undergone rapid economic 
development accompanied by rapid urbanization (see Chapter 5.5.2). The impact of ur-
banization is national because migration happens not only within a city from the rural 
area to urban area but also massively among cities from less developed regions to more 
developed regions. A huge rural population has migrated to the cities, especially to the 
megacities, in a short time, which has led to a fragmentation of social networks in the 
residential borderland. The population migration has brought the old, original social net-
works to collapse, but new social networks have not yet emerged. The residents of gated 
communities come from all around the country. Although among the insider community 
different types of social ties are developing (see Chapter 7.6.1), relationships in the neigh-
borhood are generally fragmented and characterized by indifference. The residents within 
Clifford Estate are far from forming intimate social ties among themselves let alone inti-
mate social ties between themselves and the outsiders. 
However, rapid urbanization has been followed by a suburbanization which has promot-
ed the process of debordering by changing the population structure in the suburban area. 
Guangzhou, China’s third largest city, exemplifies the trend. Since the administrative re-
form that integrated the previously independent city of Panyu into Guangzhou as one of 
its districts, Guangzhou has adjusted its urban development strategy to favor a “develop 
the south” approach. Panyu has thus become the main suburbanization area of Guang-
zhou. Many middle-class citizens have chosen to live in suburban Guangzhou. Against 
the backdrop of these processes, the gated community of Clifford Estate has undergone 
the transformation known as localization, whereby the population structure of the com-
munity has changed from mainly consisting of Hong Kong residents and Guangzhou’s 
rich to being mainly middle class. This transformation in Clifford Estate has reshaped the 
relationship between the gated community and its neighboring village.  
8.3 The role of actors: position, preference and motivation
8.3.1 The role of residents’ positions
The role of position has been prominently advanced as a key to understanding how peo-
ple come to live in different residential areas (see, e.g., wu and li 2005; li and huang 
2006; chen and sun 2007). Different people are individually positioned in society in 
terms of their resources such as income and property. Socio-economic status plays an 
important role in driving the processes of debordering and rebordering. 
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As mentioned in Chapter 7.6.3, economic and social connections strengthened dramati-
cally during the transformation of residential borderland from the 1990s to the 2000s. In 
this the residents’ position played an important role. In the 1990s, the residents were 
mainly upper class with the economic capacity to afford the expensive private services 
inside gated community. Most of the residents’ consumption took place within it. There-
fore, there was almost no directly economic connection between the gated community 
residents and the residents of neighboring village. But since 2000 with suburbanization, 
the homogenous group of wealthy residents in the gated community has transformed into 
a mixed-income group. The middle-income residents purchased housing with the help of 
mortgages and elderly residents moved from rural areas to Clifford Estate solely for the 
purpose of joining their adult children. These are price-sensitive groups and have become 
the main driving force behind flows of people from the inside to the outside vicinity. The 
position change of the social group living in Clifford Estate has led to the debordering 
process. Meanwhile, changes in some villagers’ and rural migrants’ positions are also 
driving them to purchase houses inside the gated community.  
The position difference between the residents inside and outside the gated community has 
also caused differentiation in places of consumption. Residents of the gated community 
visit the vicinity village area in order to purchase daily necessities, of course; however, 
their purchasing power is stronger than that of the vicinity outsiders. For this reason the 
shopping locales such as the Zhongyi Food Market and the Zhongfu Mall in the contact 
zone are mainly occupied by insiders. Many vicinity outsiders by the same token were 
priced out of these markets. Therefore, the functional rebordering process as a whole is a 
consequence of a socio-economic status difference.
8.3.2 The role of residents’ preference
As o’dowd (2002, p. 25) observed, “some actors have a vested interest in maintaining 
borders as barriers; others wish to develop their bridging role; others still use borders as 
a positive economic resource in ways which seek to benefit from their bridging and bar-
rier functions simultaneously”. The debordering and rebordering processes are largely a 
consequence of individual preference. The insiders have the ability and capacity to make 
decisions about whether to maintain contacts to the vicinity outsiders and vice versa.
In the social networks dimension of debordering and rebordering, the individual’s prefer-
ence is a strong driving force. Some insiders express a preference for purchasing food at 
a particular stall in the village market just because they feel an individual stallholder is 
good or the products or services are better. After constantly visiting the same stall, they 
get to know the stallholder. Some people would enjoy talking to and are willing to be-
friend the vicinity outsiders. Strong social ties come about between insiders and outsiders 
this way, even if this applies only to a limited group of community residents. But at the 
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same time many residents avoid talking to and stigmatize vicinity outsiders as a potential 
source of crime and disorder. Thus security concerns affect the residents’ preference with 
regard to communicating with the vicinity outsiders. 
In addition, the individual’s linguistic dialect is also a factor determining residents’ pref-
erences. As interviews have shown, speaking the same dialect can bridge the distance 
between the insiders and outsiders. Most of the insider interviewees said they had gotten 
to know somebody while shopping in the vicinity village because an outsider spoke their 
dialect. The residents of Clifford Estate originate from all over the country and their dia-
lects differ accordingly. Encountering an outsider who speaks the same dialect makes an 
insider more open to an exchange. In terms of the preference of the residents, the local 
dialect is important in constructing social ties between the two enclaves. 
8.3.3 The role of local government and developers
madrazo and kemPen (2012) point out that discussion of the role of players in China’s 
divided cities should not focus only on individuals but also on entities such as state or 
local government or the developers. These figures, as related actors, are motivated by 
different concerns and are very important drivers of the processes of debordering and 
rebordering. 
The local (Panyu) government encouraged middle-income classes from Guangzhou cen-
tral districts to reside in Panyu but failed to provide enough corresponding public facili-
ties. One local policy was that migrants could obtain local urban hukou after purchasing 
property in Panyu. This local policy, implemented between 1998 and 2003, attracted 
many urban professionals and has accelerated the process of residential suburbanization. 
In addition, the state government implemented a national housing mixing policy in 2006. 
It mandated that housing units with a floor area less than 90 m2 must account for 70 % of 
the total floor area of all new development projects. This policy has to a certain extent 
forced the developer of Clifford Estate to consider building more small-sized apartments 
in subsequent real estate development. However, as local government has been retreating 
from the supply of public facilities, the supply of neighborhood public services is mainly 
left to unwilling developers. The result has been a shortage of public services in the sub-
urban area, even in the gated community, and this has pushed residents there to seek 
complementary services in vicinity village area. 
Although there are strong flows of residents across the border in residential borderland, 
the local government does not promote the integration of residential borderland. The 
splintering urbanism of the urban planning system regards the gated community as an 
urban section but the urban villages as a rural section. The local government, adopting a 
“divide-and-conquer” strategy of urban development, does not see the residential border-
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land as a whole but rather as two, separate parts (see Chapter 7.7.2). For instance, al-
though a city road impedes the flow of insiders to Zhongyi’s built-up village area, the 
local government does not recognize the problem and as a practical matter has refused to 
erect a pedestrian bridge across the busy road.
In the urban village, the local government tries to eliminate the identity difference be-
tween indigenous villagers and urban citizens through its policy of converting rural vil-
lages into urban communities (see Chapter 7.5.3.2). However, because of the complex 
interests attached to the hukou designation, the rural hukou of indigenous villagers was 
transferred to urban hukou in name only. The policy as it stands has not eliminated the 
difference between the rural and the urban. In fact, the collective identity of Zhongyi in-
digenous villagers was actually consolidated by the policy of “fixing the share-right to 
collective economic revenue” which realigned the share allocation scheme.   
For the state government actor, the neighborhood is a basic unit of public administration. 
Social stability is one of the most important central goals of the central government. Se-
curity at the neighborhood level is an effective method to ensure social stability (see 
Chapter 7.7.2). The political goal of social stability has led the local government to en-
courage developers to erect and maintain fences and walls in residential neighborhoods. 
The developers are also driving the processes of debordering and rebordering. The devel-
oper of Clifford Estate has adjusted its property development strategy at different stages. 
At first the developer sought to position the property as a resort and marketed it mainly in 
Hong Kong. After suburbanization got underway in Guangzhou, the more recent devel-
opment projects have been positioned as residential properties and advertised in local 
markets. The change in the housing supply structure in Clifford Estate has changed the 
demographic structure of community. However, as the scale of the community has be-
come larger and larger, the neighborhood facilities in the gated community have come to 
be in short supply. Therefore, village facilities in the vicinity have become complemen-
tary facilities for those in the gated community. In addition, the private developers who 
have renovated and turned the village’s buildings to commercial use in the contact zone 
and built new, private commercial locales there are clearly promoting functional debor-
dering and rebordering processes. 
9 Final conclusion        
The reforms in China have brought enormous economic, social and political transforma-
tion to the city of Guangzhou. With suburbanization around the city numerous urban 
borders have emerged along the lines of gated communities and urban villages. A typical 
spatial phenomenon is the juxtaposition of gated communities and urban villages in the 
suburban area as a consequence of urban transformation. The dynamics of bordering 
processes have been examined substantially at national borders in political geography; 
however, not much attention has been paid to the border at the scale of the neighborhood. 
How processes of debordering and rebordering are performed at neighborhood borders is 
not fully clear, nor is it clear what drives those processes. Urban borders are at least as 
important to people’s daily life practice as national borders in most cases. Neighborhood 
borders exhibit many similarities to national borders. Empirical study of neighborhood 
borders is useful for improving our understanding of the processes of debordering and 
rebordering. 
Three empirical questions were addressed in this study. The first question concerns how 
processes of debordering and rebordering are performed at the neighborhood borders; the 
last two concern the structural and agency factors which shape theses processes. This 
study has developed a theoretical framework by combining the theoretical conceptions of 
bordering and structuration theory to interpret the dynamics of neighborhood borders in 
suburban Guangzhou. By adopting new theoretical perspectives on national borders in 
political geography into the study of urban borders in suburban Guangzhou, this study 
not only contributes to our understanding of urban conditions, borderland urbanism, and 
social segregation in China and beyond, but also helps to enrich the debate of social 
theory. 
9.1	 Empirical	findings
As to the first research question, the empirical findings demonstrate that the processes of 
debordering and rebordering unfold simultaneously along functional, symbolic, and so-
cial network dimensions in suburban Guangzhou. 
There are vigorous flows of people from the gated communities to the neighboring vil-
lages regardless whether the gated community is self-sufficient with regard to neigh-
borhood facilities and services. The daily activities of the gated community residents who 
visit the village area in suburban Guangzhou are diversified. The flows of people from a 
gated community into the adjacent village serve functional exchange purposes, namely 
the exchange of money, goods, and services. Most importantly, the gated community in-
siders frequenting the adjacent village area have created a contact zone that is the site of 
most economic interaction and social encounters. The insiders’ frequent visits to the 
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contact zone have led them to feel they belong to these places. It has become a place of 
co-existence and a platform for social interaction. Hence, two contiguous enclaves — the 
gated community and the urban village— are not isolated units but to a certain extent are 
functionally connected to each other. 
saBatini and salcedo (2007) have already described the functional and symbolic 
aspects of debordering processes at the neighborhood border. However, the novelty of the 
present empirical finding is that some kinds of social networks debordering persist at the 
neighborhood border in suburban Guangzhou as the contiguity of a gated community and 
an urban village has given rise to the formation of some kinds of social networks. A trans-
formation of the social ties linking the gated community to its vicinity urban village has 
taken place such that, whereas there were no social ties across the border at first, now 
some kinds of social ties permeate the border. For instance, economic contact has impro-
ved social connections across the border, and some villagers’ clan networks have crossed 
the border as well. The residential borderland is becoming a unit for constituting social 
networks even if there is a border separating the enclaves. This has escaped the dominant 
view of social networks as something that form within the neighborhood or workplace.
Moreover, this study shows that the process of debordering is in fact accompanied by a 
process of rebordering. Differentiation of the places at which each group—gated commu-
nity residents and neighboring village residents—satisfies its consumer needs leads to the 
emergence of a tunnel-like border such that each group’s daily activities follow different 
trajectories. The study explains the processes of rebordering in the gated community as 
spatial strategies of place-making. The strategies include seeking a sense of security and 
ordering and othering. As the empirical evidence shows, although crime is not eliminated 
inside, gated management has increased residents’ sense of security. The ordering and 
othering processes strongly pursue a bounded space that enables homogenous groups to 
be sorted and separated from the others. The border constructs the order of “inside” and 
“outside” as well as the homogenous groups of “us” and “them”. 
The results illustrate that urban borders are becoming more permeable and flexible in the 
course of debordering process while the urban space is still divided and fragmented by 
rebordering processes of seeking a sense of security, and of ordering and othering. Resi-
dential borderland is a transitional space in a state between inclusion and exclusion.
As to the second and third research questions, the research has explored structure and 
agency factors. The dynamics of bordering processes are an outcome of the interaction of 
the two. Non-state actors are playing a more important role than before. The affluent, the 
indigenous villagers, the migrants, and the urban poor have become the main actors in 
bordering practices. Each has its motivation to create, maintain, reconstruct and de-
construct the border. For individual residents, income has determined their position. 
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When price-sensitive residents moved into Clifford Estate, flows of people from the gated 
community to the neighboring village greatly increased. Moreover, with the reduction of 
spatial distance between the affluent and the poor, the individual’s preference has become 
an important factor, something which has received little attention in the Chinese context.
The dynamics of bordering processes epitomize social transition. The processes of debor-
dering and rebordering are activated as the various actors follow their own motives. But 
they are also embedded in multi-scalar structural conditions and contextual dynamics. 
The national institutional reforms, i.e. the hukou system, the land use system, and the 
housing system, together with social transformation and urbanization have all underlain 
these processes. It ought to be highlighted what institutional factors are paramount among 
these structural factors. Especially the hukou system is a permanent force that maintains 
urban borders.  
9.2	 Theoretical	contributions	and	future	perspectives
Inspired by structuration theory which emphasizes the duality of agency and structure 
and informed by theoretical conceptions of national borders, this research has developed 
a theoretical framework for analyzing borders at the neighborhood scale. The theoretical 
conception of “borders as processes” including debordering and rebordering processes in 
functional, symbolic and social network dimensions is extended in this study through 
immersion in structuration theory. Structuration theory constitutes a bridge between nati-
onal border theory and the micro-scale of borders and contributes to the ontological un-
derstanding of the driving forces of bordering processes. That is, the processes of debor-
dering and rebordering are an outcome of the interaction of agency and structure. 
Some aspects of the empirical study make theoretical contributions. First, the empirical 
findings highlight the dimension of social networks bordering. Existing research into 
debordering and rebordering around national borders only distinguishes borders into ter-
ritorial, functional, and symbolic dimensions (see, e.g., o’dowd 2002; stetter 2005; 
ferrer-gallardo 2008; sendhardt 2013). Social networks are assigned to the func-
tional dimension without further distinction or discussion. The present empirical findings 
have found that social networks are important to these processes, for social contact is 
integral to everyday urban practice. Therefore, the social networks dimension is distingu-
ished from the functional dimension at the micro-scale of borders and should draw more 
research attention in urban border studies. 
Second, the empirical findings of this study extend theoretical concepts of functional, 
symbolic and social networks borders. Combining the empirical findings, a matrix was 
formed of different types of borders (functional, symbolic and social-networks) and pro-
cesses (debordering and rebordering) (see Chapter 7.8). The empirical findings conclu-
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ded in the matrix between types of borders and dimensions of process have extended the 
concepts of bordering as set out in Chapter 3.2. 
Third, the present study organically synthesizes the contents of security, institution, iden-
tity, othering and ordering into a systematical framework. These are among the concepts 
from border theory which are innovatively applied to urban borderlands. Particularly the 
theoretical concepts of othering and ordering have been merged into the theoretical fra-
mework. These extend our understanding of symbolic rebordering. Not only is there a 
highly visible border constituted by the fences and walls of the gated community; there is 
also an invisible border in the urban village. The insiders are permanently othering the 
outsiders by various means at the neighborhood border. The affluent residents of the ga-
ted community need the vicinity outsiders economically as a source of cheap labor, ser-
vices, and goods but exclude them socially, reject them freely entering their living space, 
and stereotypically view them as a source of crime and disorder. The invisible border in 
the urban village reflects the othering (or exclusion) of institution. Based on the household 
registration (hukou) system in China, only villagers who have Zhongyi Village hukou 
status are eligible to benefit from the village collective’s welfare and economic interests. 
The indigenous villagers are institutionally othering their own set of others, in this case 
the rural migrants and a particular segment of urban hukou holders among the indigenous 
villagers. Access to the state-provided public education services in Zhongyi Village is 
also controlled by hukou status. This excludes the residents of the gated community.
The approach to multidimensional processes of debordering and rebordering avoids a li-
near perspective and contributes to a more holistic understanding of urban dynamics and 
conditions in China. The theoretical framework thus also incorporates flexibility, which 
is useful for analyzing residential borderlands in other cities in China and beyond.  
This study has raised several related topics for future research. First, flows of people 
across the residential border are not limited to the residential borderland. Flows from in-
side the gated community to the vicinity outside or vice versa is not an exclusive domain. 
There are also strong flows of people beyond this limitation of place. Within the context 
of suburbanization and the international background of Clifford Estate residents, flows of 
people across the Clifford Estate border also include flows between the local community 
and the urban centers of Panyu or Guangzhou as well as between the local community 
and Hong Kong or other international cities. The commuting and long-distance travel 
behaviors, as cross-border practices, can be topics for research in the future. 
Second, residential borderlands consist of a gated community and an (urban) village. 
There are three types of residential borderlands. This study focuses on one type of resi-
dential borderland in a suburban area. Many other residential borderlands exist in the city 
center. What is the nature of the relationship between the gated community and the urban 
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village in a city center where mature public facilities are found? Comparative research 
among different locations such as between the suburbs and city center, between a local 
city and other cities, and among different types of residential borderlands will certainly 
consolidate the empirical findings of this study. Such extended research will also accumu-
late more valuable results.
Third, in the social networks dimension of debordering and rebordering, a massive survey 
employing the questionnaire method would provide greater detail about the features of 
the social networks between two enclaves. In addition, information technology enables 
social contact across borders. The impact of the internet and social networking software 
on the construction of social networks between two enclaves also would be a new direc-
tion in the future research. 
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List of questions of semi-structured interviews
List of questions for residents of Clifford Estate
1) How long have you lived in Clifford Estate?
2) Have you been to Zhongyi Village before? How often do you go there (How many 
times a week)? What is the purpose of your trips there?
3) Where do you see the village people most?
4) Do you know anyone who lives in Zhongyi Village? If yes, how did you get to 
know them?
5) Do you like to talk to the villagers? Have you made friends with any? Do you talk 
to them when you are shopping in the Zhongyi market? Where have the villagers 
come from? Are they indigenous villagers or migrant workers?
6) What connection do you have to Zhongyi Village? Do you think Zhongyi Village 
is a part of your life? Or, how important is Zhongyi Village in your everyday life? 
What changes have happened in Clifford Estate? I.e., the number and structure of 
the residents, the estate environment. Do you feel more isolated or integrated than 
you did before?
7) Do you go to Zhongyi Village more often than before? What is the reason for this 
change?
8) With respect to security, do you have different feelings between when you are in 
Clifford Estate and when you are in the Village?
9) Do residents send their children to the village school? Do you know anyone who 
has sent their children to the village school? Conversely, do you know if any village 
residents send their children to school in Clifford Estate?
10) What do you think is the function of the gates of Clifford Estate? Why do you need 
the walls and fences? Would you like to open the gate? Would you like to let the 
residents of Zhongyi Village come to Clifford Estate?
11) Is the entry restriction in Clifford Estate stricter than before?
12) Does the property management company organize any activities to enhance the 
connection between the estate and the village? If yes, have you taken part?
13) Are there any cultural activities held that include both Clifford Estate and Zhongyi 
Village?
Appendix 1166
List of questions for residents of Zhongyi Village
1) Are you a local villager or a migrant worker? [If migrant worker:] Where do you 
come from? How long have you been living here?
2) What do you do here? How did you find this job?
3) Have you been inside Clifford Estate before? If yes, how often have you been the-
re? What is the purpose of your visits there? How about the residents living inside 
Clifford Estate?
4) Have you known anybody living inside Clifford Estate? How do you know 
them?
5) Have any villagers bought property inside Clifford Estate? How many have done 
this?
6) Have you had any connection with Clifford Estate?
7) What are the impacts of Clifford Estate on the village? Do any of these impacts 
affect you?
8) Where have you seen Clifford Estate residents most? Are you interested in talking 
or making friends with them?
9) What kind of people live inside Clifford Estate?































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































No Town/ Subdistrict Gated communities Area (ha)
1 Zhongcun Nanguo Aoyuan 52.8
2 Zhongcun Clifford Estate 399.9
3 Zhongcun Jinxiu Garden 67.8
4 Zhongcun Shunde Country Garden 456.4
5 Zhongcun Xiangjiang Estate 8.3
6 Zhongcun Xiangjiang Estate 18.8
7 Xiaoguwei Daxue Shiguan 5.9
8 Xiaoguwei Xinghui Wenhua 5.3
9 Xiaoguwei Xinghui Wenyu 3.6
10 Xiaoguwei Xinghui Wenhan 5.4
11 Shiqiao Overseas Chinese Town 30.0
12 Shiqiao Xicheng Garden 21.0
13 Shiqiao Huasheng Estate 6.8
14 Shiqiao Qiaofu Garden 6.8
15 Shiqiao Hongxi Garden 4.5
16 Shiqiao Junlin Skyscraper 4.8
17 Shiqiao Qiaoji Garden 1.6
18 Shiqiao Yongyalang 3.0
19 Shiqiao Huangsha Villa 16.1
20 Shiqiao Boli Garden 7.6
21 Shiqiao Easten Garden 7.8
22 Shiqiao Xinye Garden 1.9
23 Shiqiao Dong Xingyuan 1.8
24 Shiqiao Shentai Garden 2.4
25 Shiqiao Dong Huiyuan 5.3
26 Shiqiao Dongsha Villa 4.3
27 Shiqiao Ruiheyuan 1.6
28 Shiqiao Dexin Estate 2.3
29 Shiqiao Dongxiuyuan 2.5
30 Shiqiao Huaying Mingyuan 1.3
31 Shiqiao Yipin Haojing 4.3
32 Shiqiao Kangleyuan 6.5
33 Shiqiao Kangyuyuan 2.5
List of gated communities in Payu district
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No Town/ Subdistrict Gated communities Area (ha)
34 Shiqiao Jiaoyu Huating 1.1
35 Shiqiao Kangyuyuan 4.4
36 Shiqiao Kangyuyuan 9.3
37 Shiqiao Laifuyuan 1.4
38 Shiqiao Kangfu Garden 2.0
39 Shiqiao lvying Garden 2.2
40 Shiqiao Baiyun Garden 1.5
41 Shiqiao Beiliyuan 7.3
42 Shilou Asian Games Town 70.7
43 Shilou Kangleyuan Estate 7.9
44 Shilou Lvyi Estate 6.6
45 Shilou Baileyuan 8.5
46 Shilou Zhuangshi Estate 20.0
47 Shilou Mingren Villa 15.2
48 Shiji Huting Garden 8.8
49 Shiji Longji Garden 21.4
50 Shiji Jiahu Garden 4.4
51 Shiji Dongfangbaiyun 32.2
52 Shiji Donghua Garden 18.2
53 Shiji City Garden 23.3
54 Shiji Cuiyong Huating 13.7
55 Shiji Dongyi Xinqu 28.0
56 Shiji Donghanyuan 1.9
57 Shiji Jinhaian Garden 53.6
58 Shiji Donghuzhou Garden 36.7
59 Shiji Lvting Garden 1.6
60 Shiji Dongsheng Mingzhu 3.9
61 Shiji Dongyuhuating 3.8
62 Shiji Dongsheng Garden 1.5
63 Shiji Cuizhuyuan 11.6
64 Shawan Shidaihaoting 7.7
65 Shawan Agile Jinguancheng 8.0
66 Shatou Hutu Garden 7.1
Appendix 3176
No Town/ Subdistrict Gated communities Area (ha)
67 Shatou Yongjing Villa 7.3
68 Shatou Baocuiyuan 2.3
69 Qiaonan Jinshalishui 15.9
70 Qiaonan Hejin Garden 22.5
71 Qiaonan Huayuan Estate 4.2
72 Qiaonan Jinshawan Garden 10.3
73 Qiaonan Clifford watertown 10.6
74 Qiaonan Haolong Garden 7.9
75 Qiaonan Huilong Garden 13.4
76 Qiaonan Panyu Olympic Garden 56.9
77 Qiaonan Langtaoju 17.7
78 Qiaonan Newcentury Garden 21.5
79 Qiaonan Lvtingyayuan 7.3
80 Qiaonan Huijing Garden 11.6
81 Qiaonan Lvtingyayuan 2.4
82 Qiaonan Huahui 5.4
83 Qiaonan Huijing Newtown 14.9
84 Qiaonan Huijing Newtown 13.1
85 Qiaonan Huayangnianhua 18.6
86 Qiaonan Debao Garden 29.6
87 Qiaonan Kangchengshuijun 7.3
88 Nancun Star River 55.9
89 Nancun Guangdi Garden 31.0
90 Nancun Huanan Newtown 103.2
91 Nancun Hunan country Garden 210.4
92 Nancun Agile Garden 201.5
93 Nancun Jinxiuxiangjiang 89.2
94 Nancun Agile Jianqiao Garden 62.3
95 Nancun Pearl River Estate 85.9
96 Nancun Xiangxin 29.9
97 Nancun Dexun Estate 65.6
98 Nancun Zizai City 12.1
99 Nancun Qinghuafang 11.6
100 Luopu Guangzhou Country Garden 70.0
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101 Luopu Lijiang Garden 94.6
102 Luopu Luoxi Xincheng 99.1
103 Luopu Guangao Garden 19.3
104 Luopu Guangzhou Olympic Garden 36.7
105 Luopu Donghai Garden 7.5
106 Luopu Lvdai Garden 16.5
107 Luopu Shanhuwanpan 54.1
108 Luopu Bilihua 22.7
109 Luopu Bilihua 16.3
110 Luopu Laiyinghuayuan 5.1
111 Luopu Xinghaiwan 39.5
112 Luopu Zhujiang Garden 27.5
113 Luopu Nantian Mingyuan 53.5
114 Lanhe Changjiangshuma 5.1
115 Donghuan Wanbo Garden 34.1
116 Donghuan Diecui Liting 1.7
117 Donghuan Mingcuiyuan 4.9
118 Donghuan Panyi Garden 3.2
119 Donghuan Huhao Garden 45.0
120 Dongchong Mingyuan Villa 36.9
121 Dongchong Dongfayuan 1.6
122 Dongchong Wanxin Garden 2.3
123 Dongchong Jinxiu Newtown 8.8
124 Dashi Huli Estate 100.7
125 Dashi Bingjianglvyuan 4.8
126 Dashi Lijingyuan 5.3
127 Dashi Jirilishe 5.7
128 Dashi Jincheng Garden 14.0
129 Dashi Tianlong Garden 7.8
130 Dashi Xinyue Mingzhu 8.2
131 Dagang Huicui Haoyuan 8.4
132 Dagang Haogan Garden 9.2
133 Dagang Lvtingyayuan 3.6
134 Dagang Yinpin Garden 3.5
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Clifford Estate Zhongyi Village
Count % Count %
Total Population (person) 27136 100 13871 100
Total Households (household) 10736 100 3290 100
Age (person) 27136 100 13871 100
0-5 2372 8.7 761 5.5
6-18 2793 10.3 1506 10.9
19-30 5563 20.5 4416 31.8
31-45 9890 36.4 4829 34.8
46-60 3576 13.2 1619 11.7
61 and older 2942 10.8 740 5.3
Education (person) 24764 100 13110 100
No schooling 224 0.9 40 0.3
Primary school 2862 11.6 3053 23.3
Junior secondary school 3685 14.9 6754 51.5
Senior secondary school 5335 21.5 2416 18.4
College 5783 23.4 678 5.2
University 6089 24.6 165 1.3
Graduate and higher level 786 3.2 4 0.0
Hukou structure of residents 27136 100 13871 100
Population with Panyu hukou 8588 31.6 4280 30.9
Population with Guangzhou hukou 8257 30.4 271 2.0
Population moved in from other city of 
Guangdong Province (external hukou) 3575 13.2 2092 15.1
Population moved in from other provinces 
(external hukou) 6716 24.7 7228 52.1
Housing conditions (household) 10736 100 3290 100
Less than 50 m² 169 1.6 1597 48.5
51-80 m² 4188 39.0 675 20.5
81-100 m² 3012 28.1 373 11.3
101-120 m² 1850 17.2 194 5.9
121-150 m² 861 8.0 135 4.1
More than 150 m² 656 6.1 316 9.6
Average floor space of building
(m²/person) 37.8 100 18.6 100
The SNPC Statistic data of Clifford Estate and Zhongyi Village (2010)
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Item
Clifford Estate Zhongyi Village
Count % Count %
Sample survey of rental level (household) 90 100 197 100
100~200 Yuan per month 0 0 68 34.5
200~500 Yuan per month 2 2.2 103 52.3
500~1000 Yuan per month 15 16.7 14 7.1
1000~1500 Yuan per month 35 38.9 5 2.5
1500~2000 Yuan per month 17 18.9 3 1.5
2000~3000 Yuan per month 13 14.4 1 0.5
More than 3000 Yuan per month 8 8.9 3 1.5
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